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62nd Annual Steuben County Dairy Festival 

Saturday June 02, 2018 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Bath, New York 
 

 

 

 
CCE-Steuben, The Farm Bureau,  

Farm City Day, and the Dairy Princesses 
are uniting to put on a 100th birthday 

celebration float in the parade. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Don’t Give Weeds In Early Alfalfa  
A Chance 

Maggie Seiler, Associate Editor 
Hoard’s Dairyman 

 
After planting, the best strategy to promote 
a good stand of alfalfa is weed control. 
 
“If you plant at the right time, and you have 
good soil preparation and good soil 
nutrients, especially phosphorus, you 
should have a good stand, ” said Mariano 
Galla, an agronomy and weed science 
adviser for University of California 
Cooperative Extension at UC Davis’s Alfalfa 
and Forages Field Day. 
 
“As you may know, weeds can be a really 
big problem in alfalfa,” Galla said. “They can 
reduce the quality of your forage; they also 
compete for water and nutrients with alfalfa 
that can impact the growth of their roots.” 
 
He continued, “It’s even more important in 
seedling alfalfa because it can impact 
establishment.” 
 
The advice to establish a good stand is an 
often-cited recommendation. Unfortunately, 
it is sometimes out of the control of 
producers. When weeds do occur in 

seedling alfalfa, Galla explained herbicides 
are an option, but so is waiting the weeds 
out. 
 
“One of the things you can do is wait. 
Sometimes, patience is your best option 
when you have seedling alfalfa with weeds,” 
said Galla. “The majority of weeds in 
seedling alfalfa in California in spring are 
winter annuals. As spring comes in and the 
temperatures go up, alfalfa starts growing 
faster and the weeds are going down in their 
life cycles.” 
 
Waiting weeds out means that they will be 
mowed down with first cutting and then the 
stand should clean up for following cuttings. 
 
Herbicides can be used as well. Galla 
suggested waiting weeds out instead 
because of the added expense and potential 
for herbicide resistance. In cases where 
weeds are bad, herbicide use or clipping 
even are options. 
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Empire State Potato Growers 
Welcome New Team 

Morning Ag Clips Farming News 
 

 
The Empire Farm Days transition team at the 
2018 Farm Show Council Meeting, from left: 
Andrew Wickham, Samantha Schreck, 
Alexandra Grimm, Melanie Wickham, Jamie 
Meyer, and Chase Brown. (Photo: Empire Farm 
Days) 
 
SENECA FALLS, N.Y. — The Empire State 
Potato Growers, Inc. has welcomed a new 
management team that is working side-by-side 
with Empire Farm Days Show Manager Melanie 
Wickham and her team on the 2018 edition of 
the largest outdoor agricultural trade show in the 
Northeast. The show will be held August 7-9, 
2018 at Rodman Lott and Son Farms in Seneca 
Falls, NY. 
 
Alexandra Grimm brings 15 years of experience 
with Potatoes USA and Spud Nation to 
developing her new role as Empire State Potato 
Growers Executive Director and Empire Farm 
Days Show Manager. She has expertise in 
handling such responsibilities as industry 
relations, trade show logistics and meeting 
planning, cost center metrics, and brand 
management. Grimm has relocated to New York 
from Colorado. 
 
Jamie Meyer, a native of New York State, will 
serve as Empire State Potato Growers Assistant 
Executive Director and Empire Farm Days 
Exhibitor Coordinator. A graduate of Keuka 
College, Meyer has coordinated marketing, 
social media, and public engagement event 
activities to showcase New York-based potato 

and potato chip production. 
 
Chase Brown, a New York State native, will take 
on the role of Empire Farm Days Site 
Coordinator. Brown has been involved with the 
event since he was a young man helping his 
grandfather work the Beef BBQ tent. As a high 
school student, he worked on the site setup 
crew and has been directly involved for the past 
5 years with site preparation and exhibit setup. 
 
“This new team brings new energy and 
excitement to Empire Farm Days. They are 
highly skilled in not only the technical details of 
running an event of this magnitude, but they are 
all personally dedicated to being agricultural 
advocates and ready to provide the highest 
quality of customer service to exhibitors and 
visitors alike,” says outgoing Empire State 
Potato Growers Executive Director and Empire 
Farm Days Show Manager Melanie Wickham. 
 
“Alex and Jamie offer a great mix of talents and 
abilities that will benefit the New York potato 
industry and the Empire State Potato Growers 
Association,” said Wickham, who will retire 
effective December 31, 2018. 
 
The 2018 Empire Farm Days will feature 300 
acres of equipment, field demonstrations, test 
driving, products, exhibits, equine round pen 
and cattle handling demonstrations with live 
animals, safety information, and more. For 
details on the 2018 Empire Farm Days event, 
visit the website at www.empirefarmdays.com. 
 
 

Dairy of Distinction 
Hats Are Here! 

 

If you would like to collect 
your Dairy of Distinction 
hat, please stop by the 
CCE office!  There are 
three styles of hat to choose from:  all cloth, 
mesh back, or visor.  You may also join us at the 
combined Farm Bureau and CCE BBQ on July 
22nd and pick your hat up at that time. Thank 
you! 
 

http://www.empirefarmdays.com/


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 
 

Rain, Rain, Go Away 
Morning Ag Clips Farming News 

 
WASHINGTON — Corn planting continues across 
the United States, and as of May 13, progress was 
within 1 percent of the five-year average. As we’ve 
previously discussed, conditions during late April 
and early May have been favorable for planting 
progress following a rather cold and snowy 
beginning and middle April this year. While states 
like Minnesota and South Dakota are still well 
behind their state’s 5-year average pace, by 25 
percent and 40 percent respectively, in the last 
week, more states have pushed ahead of their 
own 5-year average plantings. As of May 6, only 
Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Texas were leading 
their average planting progress. By May 13, 
however, Kansas, Nebraska, Ohio and 
Tennessee joined this group. North Carolina also 
advanced their planting progress to be in line with 
their five-year average. 
 
Through the weekend, conditions up and down 
the East Coast and for part of the Central Plains 
will trend on the wet side. Over the next several 
days, the Plains have an increased risk of severe 
thunderstorms. Rainfall is expected to be well 
above normal for this time period across the 
Dakotas, Nebraska, and into portions of Iowa. 
Meanwhile, the East Coast remains soggy as a 
deep fetch of tropical moisture around a Bermuda 
High is helping to keep the region stuck in a 
conveyor belt of non-stop moisture. The Mid-
Atlantic currently looks to be the ‘sweet-spot’ for 
highest rainfall amounts through the weekend, 
with an additional 3-5 inches of rain expected to 
fall. Flooding is likely in parts of the Mid-Atlantic as 
soils are saturated and waterways are already 
elevated from storms earlier in the week. Lower 
lying areas are at the highest risk for flooding over 
the next several days. 
 
As we look ahead to next week, above normal 
rainfall remains in the forecast for the Central and 
Southeastern US. From Nebraska to Florida, 
showers are possible for much of the week, 
although rain will not be constant. The rains in 
Missouri and eastern Kansas next week should 
help improve the current drought conditions. 
Eastern Kansas saw a slight improvement in 
drought conditions since last week but areas of 
severe to extreme drought remain. Southwestern 
Kansas, western Oklahoma, and the Texas 
Panhandle continue to battle extreme to 

Still 
Time 
To Plant 
Buckwheat 

 

Guaranteed Price for 2018 is $23.50 per cwt. 
 

Buckwheat can be planted as late as mid- late July in 
many areas and is fast growing — 70 days from planting to 
harvest. May be able to double crop after winter wheat. 
 
Buckwheat improves the soil and suppresses weeds. 
 
Buckwheat needs very little attention during the  
Growing  season. 
 
Buckwheat makes a great rotation crop. 
 
Buckwheat often grows well on low-fertility land. 
 
Buckwheat is a high-yield crop. The Birkett Mills offers 
growers a specially developed, high-yield seed variety. 
 
Buckwheat requires no chemicals and little or  
no fertilizer, producing savings in labor, fuel and  
chemical inputs. 
 
There’s still time to plant buckwheat in 2018. So, 
let’s talk. We’re looking primarily for full-production, 
contracted commercial, or, if you are a certified organic 
farm, we’ll contract organic buckwheat as well. And, for 
those not wishing to contract, we also offer both 
commercial and organic cover crop buckwheat seed. 
 
This year start managing price stability, crop 
size and the changing export market, contract with 
The Birkett Mills, where both price and market are 
guaranteed before you plant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

exceptional drought conditions despite some 
minimal improvement from last week. Extreme to 
exceptional drought conditions are also still 
present around the Four Corners. 
 
Accompanying the wetter trends next week will 
once again be above normal temperatures across 
the country. Many from the Northwest to the 
Central Plains are forecast to trend about 10-15F 
above normal for the week, while much of the 
remainder of the country trends 5-10F above 
normal. The Northern Plains could see 
temperatures a degree or two below normal on 
Sunday or Monday, but these trends are quickly 
replaced by temperatures well above normal for 
the rest of the week. The Corn Belt as a whole for 
the week is projected to be the second warmest 
and fourth wettest in the past 27+ years for this 
timeframe. 
 

Commercial Kitchen Survey 
 
This Commercial Kitchen Survey is to gauge 
interest in opening a certified Commercial Kitchen 
for farmers and others to be able to safely produce 
and sell value-added products.  The Commercial 
Kitchen was one of the recommendations of the 
Steuben County Farmland Protection plan, so we 
want to find out whether people would use it, for 
what purpose, where it should be, etc:  
 
Please go to the following link to complete the 
survey:https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8
19f55o4hnjVnPD  
 

Posting Your Property 
 

"Posted" signs are a common sight around 
farmsteads in New York. Farms and rural 
landowners use these signs to alert potential 
trespassers. This article explains New York's 
Posting Law, so you can have a clear 
understanding of its effect on your farmland. 

As a landowner, you are permitted to post your 
property boundaries through New York's 
Environmental Conservation Law. Posting allows 
you to control access to your property, or property 
you lease, in your absence. It is a conspicuous 
notice to a person who is about to enter property. 
The signs notify that person that they are 

committing trespass if they are entering without 
permission. 

Trespassing is illegal even if your property is 
unposted. However, if the land is unimproved, 
vacant, or unfenced, you will find it more difficult 
to prove that a person committed trespass. If you 
wish your unfenced cropland to have effective, yet 
economical, protection, a series of posted signs is 
a good first step. On land you lease for agriculture 
use, you need the permission of the landowner to 
post the property. If you are authorized to do so, 
you can place your name on the posted signs, so 
it is clear who intends to protect the land. 

To post property, you can obtain pre-printed signs 
from hardware and farm stores. You will likely 
have better long term success with signs on 
durable material, rather than paper-thin plastic. In 
any case, the signs must be 11 inches by 11 
inches, with prominent wording ("posted") 
covering at least a 9 inch by 9 inch area. The signs 
must be legible and include the name and address 
of the landowner or authorized person using the 
land. Homemade signs are acceptable if they 
follow these rules. Signs must be located no more 
than 660 feet apart along the boundary of the area 
your wish to protect. You have a duty to make the 
signs visible and conspicuous, without being an 
eyesore. Missing signs need to be replaced each 
year. If you secure a sign directly to a tree, 
aluminum nails will prevent tree health problems. 

A basic posted sign bars all trespass activities. Of 
course, a posted sign may contain wording that 
permits or excludes certain activities, like hunting, 
swimming, or motorized vehicles. 

A posted sign does not affect your liability, but it 
does strengthen your position against 
trespassers. New York's General Obligations Law 
protects landowners from liability for recreationist 
trespassers. However, landowners are not 
protected from liability in cases of willful or 
malicious failure to guard or warn against 
dangers. You may not intentionally erect a hazard 
or fail to provide warning of a known hazard. If you 
know of a hazard on the property, fix it or warn 
against it. This will ensure the highest protection 
from liability. 

If you want to report and prosecute trespass, you 
need to collect as much information about the 
trespasser as possible, including: 

https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_819f55o4hnjVnPD
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_819f55o4hnjVnPD


 Time and date of suspected violation 
 Identifying features of suspect or vehicle 
 Location of violation 
 Description of violation 
 Number of suspects 
 Type of weapon or activity in use 

Any law enforcement agency in New York makes 
arrests for, and prosecutes trespass. In situations 
relating to hunting, fishing, trapping, or wildlife 
disturbance, contact the Environmental 

Conservation officer in your area. 

Recreational Users Getting Hurt 
 

Am I going to get into trouble if a trespasser hunts 
or drives an ATV on my land and gets hurt? 

The real question to ask in a situation involving a 
trespasser getting hurt on your property is whether 
they can make a case that you were careless or 
downright mean-spirited about a hazard on your 
property. Your responsibility toward other people 
does not stop because you have your land posted. 
You always have an obligation to refrain from 
malicious or willfully harmful activity. Instances of 
gross negligence, such as an open well you know 
about, must be repaired or effectively forewarned, 
even for people who are not supposed to be on 
your land. 

A trespasser - a person on your property without 
permission, right, or legal authority - has few legal 
protections on your property. They must leave 
your property when told to do so. You generally 
have no duty to maintain your property to be safe 
for trespassers. However, you cannot willfully or 
intentionally injure a trespasser, either passively 
(stringing hidden wires) or actively (running down 
a trespasser with machinery).  

By law, you are permitted to post your property 
boundaries. Posting allows you to control access 
to your property, or property you lease, in your 
absence. It is a conspicuous notice to a person 
who is about to enter the property. The signs notify 
that person that they are committing trespass if 
they are entering without permission. 

Trespassing is illegal even if your property is 
unposted. If the unposted land is vacant or 
unfenced, you will find it more difficult to prove that 
a person committed trespass. If you wish your 
unfenced land to have effective and economical 
protection, a series of posted signs is a good first 
step. On land you lease, you need the permission 

of the landowner to post the property. If you are 
authorized to do so, you can place your name on 
the posted signs, so it is clear who intends to 
protect the land. 

Whether the property is posted or not, the New 
York General Obligations Law (Section 9-103) 
protects landowners from liability under a 
particular condition: the person is not paying you 
to access the property. This includes trespassers 
and the people you give permission to hunt, bird 
watch, or hike on your property. Because of this 
protection, recreational liability lawsuits against 
rural landowners are uncommon. Recreational 
activities covered in the law include: hunting, 
fishing, picking (berries, plants, etc.) canoeing, 
boating, trapping, hiking, cross-country skiing, 
tobogganing, sledding, caving activities, 
horseback riding, bicycle riding, hang gliding, 
motorized vehicle operation for recreation (ATVs), 
snowmobiling, non-commercial wood cutting or 
gathering, and even dog training. 

Information for this article came from the NYS 
DEC and Cornell University's Department of 
Natural Resources Extension Program, and was 
compiled at CCE of Schuyler County. 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
3 East Pulteney Square 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
COMING EVENTS Continued 

 
June 2, 2018, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Free, family event where you get to learn all about the Agriculture industry. 
You will get a chance to meet farm animals and the local farmers from Chemung County! Hosted by the Chemung 
County Ag Promotion Committee.  Free and open to the public! Held at the Chemung County Fairgrounds,171 
Fairveiw Rd Horseheads, NY 14845 
 
June 14, 2018, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM-Cattle Handling Systems: Importance for BQA- Wilmar Farm 3532 Mote 
Rd Gainesville, NY 14066 
Providing facilities that allow safe, humane, and efficient movement and/or restraint of cattle is part of the Code 
of Cattle Care for Beef Quality Assurance. Facilities provide for disease prevention practices to protect herd 
health, including access to veterinary medical care. This workshop will cover some key concepts for animal 
health and handling and provide an opportunity to hear and share personal experiences. 
This is a BQA recertification workshop. If you are Level 2 BQA Certified you will need to provide an updated 
Veterinarian Client/Patient Relationship (VCPR) form, if needed please request a form when you pre-register. 
This will also serve as chute side training for those that have taken online BQA course. You MUST pre-register 
so we know how many animals we will need. If you are seeking BQA Level 2 you will need to provide a 
Veterinarian Client/Patient Relationship (VCPR) form. 
Fee is $10/person or $15/farm at the door to cover handouts for the program. For more information or to RSVP 
please contact Lynn Bliven lao3@cornell.edu or by phone: 585-268-7644 ext. 18 or Nancy Glazier 
nig3@cornell.edu or 585-315-7746. 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern 
exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable 
production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be 
determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no 
housing available on the property, but can be discussed with owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-
664-2574 for further information.  
 
Attention Christmas Tree Farmers I have 40-60 acres to lease at a reasonable rate. The property is located 
in Steuben County between Bath and Hornell. Contact Merwyn Crane at 1-315-591-8104.  
 
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben 
County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303.      

mailto:lao3@cornell.edu
mailto:nig3@cornell.edu

