
How do I keep pests out of my garden?  
 
Pests, pests, pests! If you spend time outside, especially caring for a garden, you know that 
pests are not only just what their name suggests, but also unavoidable. Whether your garden is 
preyed on by slugs, deer, or something else, there are a few ways you may be able to rid your 
vegetable haven of these pests.  

An integrated approach to pest management (combining a number of strategies) is usually best 
when it comes to tending to your vegetable garden. The first step you can take in managing 
pests in your garden is to prevent them by weeding and removing organic mulches. Weeds and 
mulches can provide a comfortable home for pesty insects. Additionally, try not to bring 
infested plants into your garden in the first place. If you have taken preventative measures and 
still find yourself dealing with pests, the next step is to identify the pests. This can be done with 
the help of your local CCE office, or online at http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/factsheets/. 
Once you nail down what exactly is bothering your plants, you can choose the right pesticide to 
rid your garden of the problem. It is important to note that not all pesticides are the same and 
not all pesticides are chemical-based, so be sure to do your research. Row covers, traps, and 
even aluminum foil can be viable alternatives to pesticides.  

To keep bigger pests, like deer, out, a fence is the best option, but it is also an expensive 
option. Furthermore, to keep deer out, the fence usually has to be 6 to 8 feet tall! You could 
also do a lower, chicken wire fence if the garden is small.  Sometimes deer will not jump into a 
small, enclosed area. Using fishing line around the perimeter is an inexpensive fencing 
alternative. Simply install stakes and wrap three rows of fishing line around.  Even though deer 
may easily go through it, they often get confused because they cannot see what they are 
running into and then run away. As an alternative to bulky fencing, you can try a product called 
liquid fence. Liquid fence is a liquid that smells like rotten eggs, which is the most offensive 
odor to deer.  You lay it around the perimeter of your garden.  It works well, but you have to 
reapply it every time it rains. If you have Irish Spring soap in the house, some home gardeners 
claim that shaving it with a potato peeler around the garden is the only thing that works!  

Whichever pest you are battling and pest control method you choose 
to try, feel free to contact Sue Gwise, Horticulture and Natural 
Resources Educator at CCE-Jefferson. You can also check out CCE’s 
website for more information if you are facing invasive pests in your 
vegetable garden. Always keep in mind that there are many more 
ways to manage pests than discussed in this article, so if one method 
does not work, keep track and keep trying. Happy growing! 
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