
 

By Stephanie Graf, Youth, Family and Community Development Program 

Leader 

Unfortunately the money for the 4-H Camp Wabasso scholarships doesn’t grow on a money tree or in the 
ground. We certainly have an experienced Horticulture Specialist on staff, but she has not been able to grow 
a money tree for scholarships. We also have access to several knowledgeable Agronomists, but they too 
haven’t found just the right soil for a money tree to flourish and grow money. Fortunately we do have a 
committee of dedicated staff searching for scholarship funds and a generous community to support the 
scholarship fund! 
 
Each year a committee of Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Jefferson County staff hold several 
meetings to identify local individuals, businesses, and organizations that might be willing to donate to the     
4-H Camp Wabasso scholarship fund in January. No one individual has the time to reach out to everyone 
identified, so each member of the committee agrees to reach out to so many. We then design a spreadsheet 
on the computer that is placed on the CCE’s server, which each of us can access and update the status of 
each request. We establish an internal goal of how much we would like to raise and work towards reaching 
the goal. 
 
Normally we start by preparing a letter to solicit the donations. We then reach out by email and/or 
telephone to see if they received the letter and if they have any questions. This part can be very time 
consuming. Sometimes we are asked to come and present or meet with them to discuss our request further. 
There are quite a few companies where we are asked to complete an online grant application – which is very 
time consuming and not always successful. All together, the committee collectively spends many hours 
raising funds for the camp scholarship fund. 
 
In the annual camp brochure we set a date, as to when scholarship applications are due. About a week after 
this, after all the information is compiled, we have another committee that meets to review the scholarship 
application requests. This particular process takes approximately six to eight hours. Following this, the Camp 
Registrar reaches out to all applicants to review the results of the scholarship applications. We normally 
receive well over 100 applications to come to camp each year on scholarship.  
 
We are pleased to announce that this year we will be able to award around 100 scholarships! This is due to 
the generosity of the community. Donations so far have been made by the following: 
 
 Patrick and Laura Bourcy 
 Art’s Jug 
 Alexandria Community Thrift Store 
 Car Freshner 
 Watertown Savings Bank 
 Slack Chemical 
 Northern Credit Union 
 Lendlease Community Fund 
 Theresa Progress Group 
 Theresa Rotary 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

 Payne Bourcy Consulting Services 
 Allen Giles Post 588 American Legion 
 American Legion Post #583 
 Barben Jones Post 1400 Auxiliary 
 American Legion Post #789 
 Sons of the American Legion Squadron 61 
 Sons of American Legion #586 
 Allen Giles Post 588 Auxiliary 
 American Legion Post #821 
 CCE Board of Directors 
 
We fully suspect there will be other donations, but as of the time of this article these are the funds we are in 
receipt of. We sincerely thank all of our donors. 
 
4-H Camp Wabasso is a wonderful opportunity for all youth ages 6 – 17.  We want as many youth as possible 
to enjoy the great outdoors, and all that camp has to offer.  If you are interested in having your child(ren) 
attend 4-H Camp Wabasso, all registration information can be located on our website at ccejefferson.org. 

Are you interested in 4-H Camp Wabasso, but you’re just not sure because you’ve never actually been to 
camp? Each year, Camp Wabasso offers an open house to potential campers, where families can see all 
that camp has to offer. This year’s Camp Open House falls on Saturday, June 2nd from 10 AM – 1 PM 
Families are invited out to tour Camp, speak with some of our Camp staff, and go for a guided hike on our 
nature trails. 

4-H Camp Wabasso is located at 43101 County Route 21, 
Redwood, NY 13679. For more information about Camp Open 
House or Camp Wabasso in general, visit www.cce.jefferson.org 
or call one of our educators at 315-788-8450. 

By Sabrina Dreythaler, 4-H Program Educator 


