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42 Years of Serving Hamilton County! 

We Have a Winner by Nancy Welch 

Tom Maurer, grandson of Karen and Dave McComb of Speculator won the pumpkin contest for the     

second year in a row.  His magic lantern weighed in at 26 pounds!  Tom grew his pumpkin in a straw bale 

again this year and is a true believer because there’s no weeding involved.  Second place was shared by 

Marion Parslow and Bev Peters both of whom entered 16 pound pumpkins.  The rule is that all entries 

must be registered with Extension with the seeds for Magic Lantern  

pumpkins purchased from us.  

CONGRATULATIONS!   

Tom Maurer with his 1st place 26 lb. pumpkin 

Marion Parslow (above) 

and Bev Peters (above 

right), tied for 2nd place 

with their 16 pound     

pumpkins 
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Cornell scientists in partnership with state agencies 

identified oak wilt, a devastating pathogenic fungus 

that kills oak trees, in six new locations throughout 

the state: four towns on Long Island, Brooklyn and  

Canandaigua. The disease previously had been found 

only in Schenectady County in 2008 and again in 

2013, prior to new locations confirmed in 2016. 

The New York State Departments of Environmental 

Conservation (NYSDEC) will need to gather more 

information. If the disease has spread to nearby 

trees, protective measures beyond removing         

individual trees will be required. The Cornell      

University Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic          

(CU-PDDC) diagnosed the new oak wilt infections 

from samples sent to them and through surveys as 

part of a New York State Department of Agriculture 

and Markets (NYSDAM) Specialty Crop Block 

Grant to monitor and control the spread of the      

disease in the state. 

Keep an eye on your oak trees. If you think your oak 

trees are infected, please call our extension office at 

518-548-6191. Disease symptoms include:  

 Wilting leaves and branches 

 Marginal ‘scorch’ on leaves 

 Vascular discoloration of tissue 

 Mycelial (fungal) mats or pressure pads under 

bark give off rotting fruit smell 

Oak Wilt 

The estimates of the monarch butterfly overwintering 

population were announced Thursday February 9th by 

World Wildlife Foundation Mexico.  The butterflies 

are so dense at their dozen or so mountain-top     

clustering sites that overwintering butterflies cannot 

be counted.  Instead, the area of forest that is densely 

coated with butterflies (at about 5,000 butterflies per 

square meter looking up into the canopy) is estimated 

as a measure of monarch abundance.  Butterflies   

arrive to Mexico around the November 1st and stay 

until March each year.  

This winter season (2016-2017), there were           

approximately 2.9 hectares of forest occupied with 

dense monarchs (somewhere in the neighborhood of 

145,000 million overwintering butterflies). This    

estimate is down some 27% compared to last 

year. Nonetheless, the previous two years were a 

600% increase over the all-time low populations 

(2012 - 2014).  

Where does this leave us?  The good news is that this 

year’s population was higher than predicted by many. 

The numbers this season compared to last are within 

the range of year-to-year variation, and overall, the 

population seems to be relatively stable over the past 

decade.  

The Monarch Butterfly 

Source: Cornell University Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic         

(CU-PDDC), September 2017 

Source: Cornell University Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology, February 2017 

Picture used with consent by  Judy Nelson 
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Fall Recipe 
  

Enjoy this incredibly easy recipe for a great fall  dessert 

featuring pumpkin! 

MELT IN YOUR MOUTH PUMPKIN COOKIES 

Ingredients: 

 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large bowl beat the 2 cups of 

butter with an electric mixer on medium speed for 30 seconds. 

Add granulated sugar, baking powder, baking soda, salt, the 1 

teaspoon cinnamon, and the nutmeg. Beat until combined. Beat 

in the eggs and 2 teaspoons of vanilla until combined. Beat in 

pumpkin. Beat in as much of the four as you can with the   

mixer. Stir in remaining flour with a wooden spoon. 

2. Drop dough by heaping teaspoons 2 inches apart on  ungreased 

cookie sheets. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes or until tops are set. 

Transfer to wire racks to cool. 

3. For frosting, in a small saucepan heat the 1/2 cup butter and 

brown sugar until melted and smooth. Transfer to a medium 

bowl. Stir in milk and 1 teaspoon of vanilla. Beat in powdered 

sugar until smooth. Spread frosting on  cookies. Sprinkle with 

additional cinnamon if desired. 

 2 cups butter, softened 

 2 cups granulated sugar 

 2 teaspoons baking powder 

 2 teaspoons baking soda 

 1 teaspoon salt 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 2 eggs 

 2 teaspoons vanilla 

 1 15-ounce can pumpkin 

 4 cups all-purpose flour 

Ingredients for Frosting: 

 1/2 cup butter 

 1/2 cup packed brown sugar 

 1/4 cup milk 

 1 teaspoon vanilla 

 3 to 4 cups powdered sugar (add until desired consistency/

firmness) 

 ground cinnamon sprinkled on top (optional) 

The Versatile NY Apple 

New York is the 2nd largest apple producer 

(Washington State being the 1st) in the United 

States, with many varieties developed by Cornell. 

NY has an apple for every need, and people need 

apples! They are very nutritious, providing fiber and 

lots of antioxidants. Antioxidants help to reduce 

damage to cells, which can trigger some diseases. 

Two thirds of the fiber is found in the peel so don't 

peel your apple! So many varieties with so many 

uses - check out our chart on page 3 that tells you 

which apples are good for baking, sauces, salads, 

etc. 

Source: USDA.gov and Cornell University - College of Agriculture 

and Life Sciences 
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If you would like to receive your copy of 

Grassroots via your e-mail, let us know. Send  

your e-mail request to: lmr247@cornell.edu. 

If your mailing address changes, please let us 

know at CCE, PO Box 7, Piseco, NY 12139    

or by e-mail to: lmr247@cornell.edu 

   

 

Facebook.com/

CornellCooperativeExtensionHamiltonCounty 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

www.hamilton.cce.cornell.edu 

Slate of Board Officers for 2018 

Ginger Morris - President 

Barbara Van Slyke - Vice President 

Jack Valentine - Treasurer 

(tbd) - Secretary 

CCE of Hamilton County would  

like to wish everyone  
 

 Happy Holidays and  
Best Wishes for  The New Year 

  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Growing your own has become more and more 

popular in the past decade with millennials  

joining the ranks of their grandparents who 

have always grown their own food.   

Without farms and farmers we’d be out of luck, 

so a big thank you to the agricultural            

community! Want a bumper sticker like the one 

above, call the office at 518-548-6191.     

Did You Know … 

On November 1, 2012 the Hamilton County Board 

of Supervisors passed Local Law No.2 of 2012, a 

local law of the County of Hamilton to enact a 

Right-to-Farm Law.  The law is intended to head 

off disputes and establish methods to resolve them 

when they do arise, partially by promoting           

understanding of the necessary day-to-day           

operations involved in agriculture.  It recognizes 

the economic and cultural values of farming and       

promotes effective communication among farmers 

and non-farming neighbors. 

We’ve sent a copy of this law to all local realtors. 

If you are working with a nearby realtor and they 

are unaware of this law contact our office and we 

will be happy to help you. 

For a fun filled 

fall day take a trip 

to the orchards in 

Ithaca! 

 

607-255-4542      

https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/about/facilities/cornell-orchards 



 

 

  

2017 Board of Directors   
 

Ginger Morris, President - Arietta 

Barbara Van Slyke, Vice President - Wells 

Barbara Reffitt, Secretary - Hope 

Jack Valentine, Treasurer - Indian Lake 

Debbie Ameden - Indian Lake 

Sharon Grisenthwaite - Wells 

Beth Junquera - Benson 

Anna Smith - Wells 

Cristine Meixner - Speculator 

Phil Snyder, Supervisor Representative 

Nancy Welch, Executive Director and 

Senior Resource Educator 

 

Lynn Rappa, Administrative Assistant  
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