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Weed of Interest Datura Stramonium:  
A Locoweed with Many Names!
Andy Senesac, Weed Science Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Common names:

  Jimsonweed 
  Devil’s snare
  Thornapple 
  Moon flower
  Hell’s bells
  Devil’s trumpet
  Stinkweed

Jimsonweed is a late appearing annual weed of the So-
lanaceae family related to tomatoes, potatoes and pep-
pers. Jimsonweed has large white trumpet-like flowers 
that fully open in the evening and are pollinated by the 
sphynx moth . Once fertilized the seeds develop with-
in a green capsule armored by many stout spines . In 
late summer, the capsules will split open and the large 
black seeds will either spill on the ground or be eaten 
by songbirds . 

Each pod or capsule contains more than 500 seeds . 
The seeds are relatively heavy and drop out of the cap-
sule as it dries and splits open . 

Although the exact area of origin of jimsonweed is still 
disputed, it is known to have been a naturalized weedy 
species in North America since pre-colonial times . 
The name jimsonweed is a contraction of Jamestown 
weed . During Bacon’s rebellion in Virginia in 1676, the 

British soldiers stationed in Jamestown were poisoned 
with salads laced with jimsonweed leaves. Their sub-
sequent delirium and temporary madness rendered 
them unfit for soldiering for several days. Ever since, 
Datura stramonium is most widely known as James-
town or jimsonweed. 

If the seeds are allowed to ripen and drop, the prob-
lem will be worse in that area next year. Although jim-
sonweed will start to germinate in mid-spring, it can 
continue to germinate throughout the season if the soil 
moisture is adequate . 

Jimsonweed is toxic and hallucinogenic to humans and 
most livestock . Unless no other food is available, graz-
ing animals normally won’t eat the green plant; but may 
ingest hay contaminated with dried leaves and seeds . 
The poisonous alkaloids produced by the plant are not 
destroyed or inactivated by drying . Horses are most 
sensitive to it . If dried leaves in hay are ingested for a 
few days, the animals will become sick with a multi-
tude of symptoms associated with neurologic damage . 
Often the hard-coated seeds will pass through the gut 
of grazing animals and germinate in the animal waste . 
This process results in colonies of jimsonweed grow-
ing in horse paddocks and barnyards near spent straw . 
In well used pastures, it is often the only green weed 
seen above the grazing height . The strong smell and 
taste of the green plant repels all but the hungriest 

Ripened seed capsules split open to 
release seed in late summer.

Trumpetlike jimsonweed flower.
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grazing animals . So, a careful inspection of hay and for-
age is good insurance against poisoning by this weed . 
Jimsonweed is commonly seen growing in vacant lots 
and other waste places . Because of its reputation as a 
hallucinogen, it is occasionally ingested by teens look-
ing to get high . However, the potent alkaloids in mature 
seeds usually result in a quick trip to the emergency 
room . This plant is a potent poison and a mere 5 grams 
of seeds is enough to kill a child .

In July and August, the best way to deal with an occa-
sional maturing plant is to carefully cut it at the soil line 
and dispose of it because the seeds are largely toler-
ant of compost conditions. Carefully map the field loca-
tions of this weed so that next year, the parts of the 
fields that are heavily infested can be planted to crops 
with herbicides that will manage it . For instance, if 
broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower are grown then Goal 
XL or Goaltender can be used pre-transplant or post 
emergence to control it . Other vegetable crops such 
as sweet corn, green beans potatoes or tomatoes can 
be grown since atrazine, metribuzin, Basagran and Aim 
are labeled to control this weed and can be used in at 
least one of those crops . ●

Jimsonweed plants often grow in groups 
where seed was dropped last year.


