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GRAFTING AT BROKEN ARROW NURSERY  
By Tory Klose, friend of the Master Gardener Volunteers 

  
On a clear but cold Friday morning, my partner, Susan, and I bundled up and drove more than 
an hour from our home in La Grangeville in Dutchess County to Hamden in New Haven County, 
Connecticut. So perhaps this should be an article in Connecticut Soil rather than Dutchess Dirt. 
Much like the old song “Over the river and through the woods,” our route took us up hill and 
down dale and through suburban sprawl on major highways to narrow two-lane rural roads. At 
the end of one those is Broken Arrow Nursery, noted for growing rare and unusual plants. We 
were there that day, along with some other Master Gardeners of Dutchess County, for a hands-
on workshop on how to graft. 
 
There are three unassuming buildings and several plastic-enclosed 
hothouses at Broken Arrow. One looked like a caretaker’s cottage; 
another housed the toilet and composting tools and tables (the heat 
emanating from the compost was amazing) and the third was 
where we congregated. This was a wooden barnlike structure that, 
unfortunately on this chilly day, was just being heated by a recently 
stoked woodstove. Rows of tables and chairs were set up and on 
two different counters on opposite sides of the room were various 
plant life forms we guessed would be coming our way after the talk. 
   

Our teacher was a mild-mannered, knowledgeable 
fellow named Adam Wheeler, who for eighteen years 
has been the nursery’s propagation and plant 
development manager. Adam took us through the 
history of Broken Arrow and through the grafting steps 
we would try later. Broken Arrow was conceived in 
1947 by a young Dick Jaynes when he planted a 
Christmas tree as part of a 4H project. Much later, in 
1984, the farm branched out (pardon the pun) and Dick 
and his wife, Sally, expanded it into the nursery, which 
specializes in mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia), 
Connecticut’s state flower. More than twenty years 
later, the nursery now offers 1,500 different kinds of Ketchup and french fries all in one plant! 
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plants—all of which are propagated and grown right there, which is unusual. (Many nurseries 
buy stock from outside growers.) Dick and Sally never forgot their roots (no pun intended again), 
however, and Christmas trees are sold both at the rural Broken Arrow location as well as at their 
sister location on Evergreen Avenue in Hamden. 

 
In a well-organized PowerPoint presentation Adam gave us so much information that our heads 
spun. We saw slides of vascular cambium (the tissue just inside the bark); xylem (the water 
mover); phloem (tissue that takes stored energy and moves it into the lower part of the plant); 
callus (a mass of cells for wounded tissue—aka a tree scab—
which he called parenchyma cells); scion (a short piece of 
detached shoot); and rootstock (the lower portion of a plant 
where the root system of the plant is and onto which the scion 
is grafted). Thank heavens there wasn’t a quiz at the end of 
this! Ungrafted scions can be kept in a damp paper towel in 
the fridge, and most grafting is done during winter and early 
spring. The rootstock should be actively growing and flowing 
sap tells you that the rootstock is active. Adam grafts 10,000, 
yes, 10,000 plants a year! 
 

The various plants we’d seen earlier as well as scalpel-sharp grafting 
knives and practice scions and rootstocks were handed out. Many of us 
were so nervous that we handled the scions and rootstocks with kid 
gloves. After watching and listening to Adam, we whittled the scion into a 
V-shaped wedge. (You can whittle the scion away from you or toward 
you. It’s safer to cut away from you but much much easier if you cut 
toward yourself, even though you could accidentally cut yourself doing it 
that way.) Then we cut a flap in the rootstock. 
 

We practiced cutting flaps in the rootstock, then splicing scions into the rootstock. It’s a bit 
difficult keeping the scion from breaking as it tends to wobble. But with concentration, we all 
seemed to get the hang of it. Once the graft union (where the scion and rootstock meet) is in 
place, you first wrap a rubber band around it to pull the cut tissues together and then wrap that 
with parafilm, a sealing tape. No need to remove the rubber band or the parafilm as those will 
deteriorate over time. When we felt confident enough, we were then given the real deal.  

A cut rootstock, using 
his grandfather’s knife. 
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We gleaned Adam’s background over the course of the morning. He started working at Broken 
Arrow in 2004 after completing his BS degree in urban forestry and landscape horticulture at the 
University of Vermont. He now manages plant propagation, container production, mail order and 
the acquisition and development of new plants. Adam is a past recipient of the Young Nursery 
Professional Award from the New England Nursery Association and is currently the vice 
president of the North American Maple Society. He says he loves to share his passion for plants 
through photography and educational outreach and, as a result, he lectures widely on a variety 
of subjects and is also an adjunct lecturer at Naugatuck Valley Community College and the 
Berkshire Botanical Garden. In his spare time he enjoys cultivating a wide-ranging and 
somewhat odd collection of rare and unusual plants, rock climbing and competitive giant 
pumpkin growing. 

 
We each got to do two grafts: one of Acer palmatum (‘Red Select’) and one 
of Acer shirasawanum (‘Aureum’). The scion should have several dormant 
buds on it, and the closer the scion is to the rootstock, the better the chance 
the graft will take. The best temperature for the grafts to thrive is around 75 
degrees and the graft should be sparingly watered after the first ten days. 
Water it in a bathroom or kitchen sink and don’t put the graft near an active 
woodstove or other heat source. Placing the graft on an east or west 
windowsill at 60 degrees is okay. Remove any suckers from the rootstock 
that might appear. 

 
Where the scion has been cut is called the necrotic plate. Pectin and other stuff (callus) will 
dissolve that and in one to five days you can tell if the graft has taken. If the scion turns black, 
the graft is toast and you’ll have to start over. In two to three weeks, if the graft’s been a 
success, you’ll see growth. It is way cool! Adam told us that most plants are grafted. Why? we 
asked. Grafting lets us clone the plants we want. It helps to make disease-resistant plants. It 
hastens maturity and we can control the size of the plant. Almost all the plants we see in 
grocery stores or nurseries have been grafted. Who knew? 
 
Photos courtesy of the class participants. 

 

 
JUMPING WORMS: A NEW GARDEN PEST (Part 2) 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

Last month’s Dutchess Dirt introduced this topic - a species of worms collectively called 
“Jumping Worms” which have been found in many places throughout our area including in home 
gardens. Contrary to our experience with most worms in our area which we view as “good”, 
these worms cause harm in forests, turf and gardens. They are voracious eaters, can consume 
all the organic matter in the top few inches of soil in a few years, dramatically raise the pH of the 
soil and make it highly susceptible to erosion.   

Last year these worms were observed in multiple places in Dutchess County and other places 
around the state. We would like to collect more information about their presence and numbers.  
In order to collect accurate data, correct identification is key. The best time to find and identify 
jumping worms is in late August or September when the adults are large. .  

We would also need to prevent their spread. The cocoons are very small, overwinter in the soil 
and can be spread on roots of plants in the spring. Avoiding their spread now is important.  

Graft of Terri Carriker-Thayer 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/29721/Dutchess_Dirt_March_2018.pdf?1522441486
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Jumping worms in New York are usually Amanthas spp., probably Amynthas agrestis. They are 
identified by both their appearance and behavior.  

Jumping worms (on the right in this photo) are large, up to 8 inches 
long, in late summer. They are dark brown and shiny. At times they 
can look metallic and iridescent. They have a band-like segment 
called a clitellum, which is milky white to light gray and completely 
circles their body. They are found in the top few inches of soil or just 
underneath mulch.    

When jumping worms move above soil they slither from side to side 
almost like a snake, and move very quickly, rather than displaying the 
more methodical inch-worm like movement of other worms. Jumping 
worms have tiny bristle-like setae all around each segments, where 
most other earthworms have paired setae, which makes them move 
differently. They also move very quickly. When disturbed they thrash 
wildly, at times looping over their own body such that it looks like they 
are “jumping” off the ground. I’ve read that they can shed their tails as 
a defense mechanism but have not seen that myself.   
 
Nightcrawlers, of the Lumbricidae family, (on the left in this photo) are the other large worms in 
our area. They can be the same size but are slimy rather than shiny. Their clitellum is raised 
above the body and saddle-shaped, not a continuous band. They live more deeply in the soil, 
and move much more slowly and methodically.  

Jumping worms cause harm by devouring organic matter 
very quickly. In forests, they destroy the top 2-4 inches of 
soil and leaf litter, called the “duff” layer, which is a critical 
seedbed for wildflowers and tree seedlings. Their 
populations grow so quickly and they consume the duff 
so effectively that a harmful nutrient overload can 
damage plants and run-off into water. They can consume 
small twigs, roots and mycorrhizal fungi. The worm’s 
castings turn soil into thick layers of loose granular globs. 
Seeds cannot get a purchase or keep moist enough to 
germinate in this “ground beef” soil. Established plants 
may also die from worms feeding on their roots and from 
the roots’ exposure to air from the loose layer of castings.  
 
Currently there are no viable earthworm controls. 
Scientists, foresters and turf managers are testing 

protocols and products for licensed commercial pesticide applicators, but none are available to 
home owners in New York or any other state that I know of. Stopping their spread is the most 
important action we can take now.  
 
Jumping worms are estimated to be able move about 10 meters a year in the soil. But human 
activity can spread them much farther through transport of contaminated soil or mulch. One or 
two worms can hatch from a single cocoon. Each worm can produce approximately 60 more 
cocoons parthenogenetically (without needing to mate) and there can be two generations a 
year. Humans can cause an infestation by knowingly spreading worms or unknowingly 
transporting cocoons.  

Nightcrawler (left) and Jumping worm (right) 



April 2018  Page 5 
 

 
The Cornell Jumping Worms Fact Sheet fact sheet advises how to stop the spread of this pest:  

 Do NOT buy or use jumping worms for bait, vermicomposting or gardening. 

 Only sell, purchase or trade compost that was heated to appropriate temperatures and 
duration following protocols for reducing pathogens. Clean compost, soil and debris from 
vehicles, personal gear, equipment, and gardening tools before moving to and from 
sites. 

 Check your property for earthworms using a mustard pour (it won’t harm your plants!) 
Mix a gallon of water with 1/3 cup of ground yellow mustard seed and pour slowly into 
the soil. This will drive any worms to the surface. If you identify jumping worms, report it 
and avoid moving plants or soil from your yard 

 Be careful when sharing and moving plants. Always check for worms and know where 
your plantings come from. Buy bare root stock when possible. 

 Dispose of all live worms in the trash or place them in a bag and leave out in the sun for 
at least 10 minutes. Then throw the bag away. 
 

If you see jumping worms please report your sightings to www.nyimapinvasives.org  
or send a photo with the time and place of your observation to me at jdt225@cornell.edu. Next 
month’s Dutchess Dirt will provide more information in reporting these pests.   
 
Meanwhile, watch this Claymation video created by Karen Ceballos, Master Naturalist Program 
Assistant with the New York Master Naturalist Program of Cornell Dept. of Natural Resources, 
showing the jumping worm and its impacts. 
    
Read more 

 Cornell Jumping Worms Fact Sheet 

 National Park Service Crazy Snake Worm fact sheet  

 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Jumping Worms Fact Sheet 

 Wisconsin DNR Jumping Worms web site 

 Great Lakes Worm Watch web site 

 Urban Forest Ecology: Earthworms Implicated in Sugar Maple Decline 

CCEDC MG TEMPORARY HOOP HOUSE CONSTRUCTED 

           

To avoid any chance of spreading jumping worm in plant material , MG Volunteers created a 
temporary hoop house to grow perennials for our annual Plant Sale. The structure was created 
during the warm spell a few weeks ago. On sunny days the sides are rolled up for ventilation. At 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/cerp/files/2017/11/JumpingWoms_FactSheet-11_15_17-2026fwt.pdf
http://www.nyimapinvasives.org/
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB1ATzbGWKU
https://blogs.cornell.edu/cerp/files/2017/11/JumpingWoms_FactSheet-11_15_17-2026fwt.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/26324/Species_Spotlight_Snakeworm_508_092017.pdf?1508346313
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/documents/JumpingWormFactSheet.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/jumpingWorm/index.html
http://greatlakeswormwatch.org/
http://nysufc.org/earthworms-implicated-sugar-maple-decline/2017/11/28
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night the sides are rolled back down to keep the plants snug and warm. By mid-April, the poly 
will be removed. After the plant sale, the structure will be disassembled and stored until next 
year.   

 

TIME TO GROW COOL WEATHER VEGGIES: 
START WITH A SIMPLE LETTUCE BOWL! 

 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
As much as I just cannot wait for late snow cover to melt, it always catches me by surprise that 
by mid-March, it's time to plant. All that groaning and griping about winter never ending, and 
suddenly poof!  Time to get moving! 
 
Perennial gardeners like me can be lazy in the spring. The thought of starting a vegetable 
garden is pretty overwhelming compared to leisurely walks around the yard welcoming my baby 
perennials, spraying tulips and tender new hosta growth to protect them from hungry deer.  
 
But there are a host of cool weather vegetables that are easy to plant now - we say as 

soon as the soil can be worked - and such a 
pleasure to harvest in just a few short weeks. In fact, 
if your idea of vegetable gardening is waiting for that last 
freeze to plant tomatoes, you're missing whole salad 
bowls full of veggies that not only tolerate frost, but thrive 
in cool weather: peas, beets, carrots, radishes, onions, 
broccoli, and most of the leafy greens, from kale to chard 
to spinach. 
 
If you're convinced deer will eat anything you grow in 
your yard, try planting veggies in containers on your 
deck. Not only don't deer climb steps, but that puts your 
veggies closer to your kitchen for easier care, and 
easiest harvest.  
 
You don't need to tackle a long Wish List of favorite 
veggies all at once. We recommend starting with a 

simple lettuce bowl.  
 
 

What container to use? Any container at least 4- 6" deep will do, including a window box or 
larger pot, as long as it has drainage holes. Don't underestimate the ornamental value of a bowl 
on top of your deck table planted with lettuces of different color and 
textures. Dark red mixed with dark and light green, ruffled edges 
contrasting with deeply lobed leaves, and even edible spring flowers like 
violas and pansies make more than an appetizing salad bowl.  
 
How to plant? You have the choice of starting from seed or buying 
transplants from the nursery, which because you will need few plants is 

Image courtesy NC Cooperative Extension 
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the easiest and fastest route. Try seeding one bowl and planting one bowl!  
 
Which lettuces to choose?  There are many choices, but they generally fall into two 
categories: Loose leaf vs. heads like romaine and iceberg. It's the leaf lettuces that are ideal for 
containers, and nurseries commonly carry a wide selection. Consider mixing ruffled green 
varieties like 'Simpson Elite', red leaf selections like 'Red Sails', and deeply lobed "oak leaf" 
varieties. Many of the seed mixes are called Mesclun, which is just a mix of sweet or spicy small 
leaf lettuces with maybe mustard, kale and/or spinach. Click here to read more on lettuce. 
 
Get started with 5 steps: 
1.  Fill your container with a light texture potting mix, and moisten. A finer mix without coarse 
bark pieces is recommended, and built-in nutrition isn't necessary. (Better to mix in a slow-
release, organic fertilizer like Espoma Plant Tone into the soil yourself for longer-term nutrition.) 
Then moisten the soil by sprinkling water and working it with your fingers.  If you pick up a 
handful and squeeze it and it drips, you've wet it too much and should add more dry mix. On the 
other hand, when you release it, if the soil doesn't hold together, you should add more water. 
 
2.  If you have transplants, make planting holes 3-4" apart in your bowl and plant at the same 
soil level as the transplant container, firming the soil lightly. If you are seeding, follow directions 
on the package, sowing seed shallowly and covering with a light sprinkle of potting mix. 
 
3.  Place in a sunny spot, ideally with 6 hours of sun a day. Move your bowl under cover for 
torrential rainstorms.  
 
4.  Water gently (in fact, best to use a spray bottle with seeds). It's not necessary, but if you can, 
use a liquid fertilizer like fish emulsion for the first watering and if you haven't mixed a slow 
release into the soil, then use your liquid fertilizer regularly. In general, containers dry out 
quickly, so check them daily to keep soil moist. 
 
5.  Begin harvesting in as little as 3-4 weeks! No need to wait for full heads to develop. Harvest 
leaves from the outside edges of each plant by 
cutting to about 1" with small scissors or clippers, 
and they will happily continue to fill out from the 
center.  
 
 As warm weather turns into hot days of summer, 
even partial shade won't stop your lettuce from 
"bolting", or forming the seed heads that mean 
the leaves will turn bitter and the plant will fade. 
Watch for the first stalk to rise above the plant, 
and at that point, harvest all the leaves you can. 
Then compost your bowl contents and mark your 
calendar for September to try a fall crop! 
 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scene9aa6.html
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Want more Veggie education?  "Cool Weather Veggies" is Week 2 of our annual Beginning 
Veggies course, offered through Arlington School District's adult education program. The 
program begins Tuesday, April 3, 6:30-8:30, and 
continues four Tuesdays in April. Click here for 
more info. 
 
Thanks to Master Gardeners Gillian Leslie, 
Lorraine Seach and Tori Rolfe for input to this 
article. 

A MONTH IN A YEAR OF A 
GARDENER 

Recently we found a CCEDC Horticulture Calendar with suggested gardening activities for each 
month of the year. Although authored many years ago, the suggestions and reminders are quite 
relevant. Gardening really has not changed that much. Each month in 2018, CCEDC Master 
Gardener volunteers will share these suggestions and add their own ideas and expertise. Happy 
reading. 
 

April 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Spring is (finally) busting out all over. The challenge in April is to be confident to start cool 
growing plants but to be patient with warm growing plants.      
 
Vegetables 

 If the ground is workable, plants started in late February or early March can now be put 
out: cabbage, cauliflower, onions, leeks, celery, head lettuce, parsley and broccoli.  

 Do not spade or till muddy soil. It the soil sticks to your spade, it’s too wet.  

 Harden the plants off first by placing them outside during the day for 7 to 10 days. 
Cabbage, cauliflower and broccoli plants can take temperatures down to about 200 F.  

 Plant onion sets and transplants. Be sure to use varieties recommended for this area. 
Some onions have very long growing seasons. Sweet Spanish onions must be put in as 
transplants, otherwise they will not mature in time.  

 Asparagus roots and seeds of carrots, broccoli rab (De Rapa type), parsley, arugula and 
endive can be planted.  

 Seeds for warm growing plants, such as tomatoes and peppers can be started indoors 
now. Read the seed packet for the “number of weeks before last frost date” to plant. In 
our area, the last frost date is generally mid to late May.   

Perennials and Woodies 

 Divide summer-flowering perennials. Spring flowering types are best divided after they 
have bloomed and are producing new roots. 

 This is a good time to fertilize, plant and transplant trees, shrubs and perennials. Do not 
fertilize after July 1st. 

Lawns 

 Reseed small bare spots. Overseed as needed to increase turf density. (Aeration and 
renovation seeding is best done in fall).  

 Lime if indicated by a soil pH test. 

 If desired, apply pre-emergence crabgrass preventer after the forsythia bloom and 
before the lilac bloom. 

Leafy greens thrive in cool weather, and can get 
lots of sun on your deck before trees leaf out later 
in the spring. Then they appreciate some shade as 
it gets warmer, extending your harvest before the 
hottest summer weather shuts them down. 
Containers also make it easy to  keep them close 
to your kitchen so you can harvest daily! 
 
Photo courtesy of the author 

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
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 Improve turf health and density to reduce crabgrass and other weed problems. Begin 
mowing 3 incher or higher when necessary. Leave short lawn clippings on the lawn to 
return organic matter to the soil. Avoid clumps. 

 Hand pull or dig broad leaf weeds. 

Flowering Easter plants   

 Keep flowering plants cool and out of direct sunlight. 
The blooms will last much longer. Most plants, such 
as lilies, daffodils, hyacinth and tulips can be planted 
outside after they finish blooming. They will bloom 
again next year. 
 

CCEDC ARLINGTON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 
 

Learn It, Grow It, Eat It! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Tuesdays April 3-24 
In four sessions taught by Dutchess County's Master Gardener volunteers, you will learn how to: 
Choose your location and prepare your site; select & grow seeds and plants; weed, mulch, thin 
and trellis; protect your site from critters; harvest!  
You will walk through step-by-step instructions for growing peas, radishes, cucumbers, beans, 
chives, carrots, onions, herbs, tomatoes, squash, peppers, beets, all kinds of greens and more. 
We even provide some seed or plants so you can plant immediately. Each class provides plenty 
of time to answer your questions.   

 Class 1: Getting Started – Chris Ferrero and Gillian 
Leslie  

 Class 2: First Planting, Cool Weather Veggies – Victoria 
Rolfe and Linda DiGasper 

 Class 3: Vegetables that Need the Heat – Lorraine 
Seach and Gillian Leslie 

 Class4: Garden Design and 12 Easy Herbs – Gillian Leslie and Chris Ferrero  

Classes will be held Tuesdays April 3-24, 6:30-8:30. Course fee for the series is $40. Click here 
for class details. Register for course number 1231 at Arlington High School Adult Education 
 
 

Let's Talk Trash, Home Composting and Recycling Workshop Thursday April 8 
Learn how to improve your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost. 

Did you know that 60% of solid waste is organic and can be composted? Do you understand 
how easy it is to recycle in Dutchess County? Our current recycling rate is 35% but can be 
improved. Do you know what is recyclable, compostable or just plain garbage? Would you like 
to improve your soil and support waste reduction?  

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers will help you understand how to successfully separate 
and dispose of garden and household waste, and provide training on home composting 
techniques and options.  

This class will be held Thursday, April 19, 2018, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. Course fee is $15. Click 
here for more details. To register for course number 1435 go to Arlington High School Adult 
Education 
 

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
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Ornamental Alternatives to Invasive Species Tuesday May 1 and May 8 
Learn how to eliminate invasive plants from your landscape and replace with native plants which 
also attract birds and pollinators.  Our Master Gardener Volunteers will teach you about 
beautiful perennials, grasses, vines, trees and shrubs to use as alternatives.  

This class will be held Tuesday May 1 and Tuesday May 8, 2018, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. Course 
fee is $30. Click here for more details. To register for course number 1232 go to Arlington High 
School Adult Education 

Drop-In at the Drive-In Earth Day Recycling Event 
Saturday April 21, 2017, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Hyde Park Drive-In 

A FREE event for community members.  Turn in household items for recycling and 
redistribution.  Learn about maintaining a healthy planet.  Enjoy Earth Day activities for kids. 
 
Take advantage of this opportunity to drop off electronic waste, cell phones, hearing aids and 
eyeglasses, pharmaceuticals and items for shedding. Learn about recycling and how nature 
recycles itself. Visit CCEDC’s Compost Exhibit staffed by MG Volunteers Kathy Smith and Linda 
LoGiurato. Celebrate Earth Day!  
 
This event is sponsored by the Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic Sites in partnership with 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Dutchess County and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension.  

 
CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE May 18 & 19 

 
Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE staff 
hold our annual plant sale in May, at the Dutchess 
County Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. Our volunteers 
grow and sell a wide variety of annuals, perennials, 
vegetables and herbs. Some of these varieties are “tried 
and true” favorites, others are exciting new introductions. 
This is our primary fundraiser and we count on your 
support! At this event, we also have a Master Gardener 
info booth set up. Our volunteers are available to answer 
your gardening questions and to help you make your 
plant selections. 

The 2018 plant sale is scheduled for May 18 (from 10 AM-4 PM) & 19 (from 9 AM-2 PM). No 
early birds please! Visit http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale for a list of the plants 
that will be for sale. Gift certificates are available for our Master Gardener Plant Sale which are 
a welcome gift for any gardener! Certificates may be purchased for any amount and are not 
redeemable for cash. To purchase a Master Gardener Plant 
Sale gift certificate, please contact Nancy Halas by e-mail or by 
calling 845-677-8223 × 115. 

This year, given the concern about jumping worms, we will be 
selling perennials grown from plugs purchased from commercial 
growers. We worked with the growers to make them aware of 
jumping worms and how to identify them, then only ordered 

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
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from those growers who confirmed their plants are potted in sterile medium and grown in 
structures, not field grown or on the ground. This will ensure the plants don’t contain any worms 
or cocoons. Although there are recommendations for thorough washing of bare roots plants to 
remove cocoons, we have decided to be especially cautious to avoid the potential spread of 
Jumping Worms.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Saturday, April 14, Union Presbyterian Church, 44 Balmville Road, Newburgh, Mid-Hudson 
Orchid Society Orchid Show and Sale. This event is open to the public and there is no 
admission cost.  Please visit http://www.mhos.us.com/ for club information and contacts. 

Tuesdays – April 3 - 24, 6:30-8:30pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, 
LaGrangeville, 12540, Learn it. Grow it. Eat it! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners.  Learn 
the basics from CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers including locating and preparing the site, 
planting seeds and transplants, maintaining the garden, and harvesting its produce. Course fee 
for the series is $40. Click here for class details. To register for course number 1231 go to 
Arlington High School Adult Education 

 
Thursday April 19, 6:30-9pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, LaGrangeville, 
12540, “Let’s Talk Trash” Home Composting and Recycling Workshop.  Learn how to improve 
your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost from CCEDC Master Gardener 
Volunteers. Course fee $15. To register for course number 1435 go to Arlington High School 
Adult Education 

Tuesday May 1 and Tuesday May 8, 6:30-9pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, 
LaGrangeville, 12540, “Alternatives to Invasive Species” Learn how to eliminate invasive 
plants from your landscape and replace with native plants which also attract birds and 
pollinators from CEDC Master Gardener Volunteers. Course fee $30. To register for course 
number 1232 go to Arlington High School Adult Education 

Saturday, May 5, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Mediterranean Herbs” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Anthula Natsoulas. For more 
information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday, May 12, 9am – noon, Fishkill Town Hall Lower Level, 807 Route 52, Fishkill,  
Verplanck Garden Club Annual Pre-Mother's Day Plant Sale. Herbs, annuals, flowering 
baskets, perennials from members' gardens, gifts for mom, master gardener consultation, kid's 
crafts, raffle. For more information email: verplanckgardenclub@yahoo.com or visit our 
Facebook page:  The Verplanck Garden Club. 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details. 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

http://www.mhos.us.com/
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
mailto:verplanckgardenclub@yahoo.com
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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 NYSIPM: Ticks don’t care what month it is 
 NYSIPM: Managing monsters: Ladybugs problematic for many this winter 
 NYSIPM: Right Plant, Right Place – For Pollinators 
 NYSIPM: Anatomy of a Wet Year 
 NYSIPM: So many acres, so little time: IPM’s answer to where the pests are 
 Urban Forest Ecology: Lichens! Bioindicators & Hidden Marvels 

 Urban Forest Ecology: Knotweed 

 Pyrus, We Have a Problem: National Perspective on the Runaway Callery Pear 

 Urban Tree of Merit: American Hophornbeam 

 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                                   
This sample is a Gouty Oak gall, caused by a 
wasp. They appear on the stems of black, red, 
pin, and scarlet oaks and can cause small 
branches to be killed and break off the tree. 
Click here to read more about galls. 

I found scores of these soft fluffy balls on 
the lawn last week. After looking all around, 
I finally looked up and saw they came from 
a tree. Do you know what tree produces 
these seeds?   

 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Questions can also be submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/02/22/ticks-dont-care-what-month-it-is/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/03/28/managing-monsters-ladybugs-problematic-for-many-this-winter/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/03/23/right-plant-right-place-for-pollinators/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/03/14/anatomy-of-a-wet-year/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/03/07/so-many-acres-so-little-time-ipms-answer-to-where-the-pests-are/
http://nysufc.org/urban-forest-ecology-lichens-bioindicators-chemical-factories-hidden-marvels-plain-sight/2018/01/25
http://nysufc.org/urban-ecology-players-knotweed/2017/09/30/
http://nysufc.org/pyrus-problem-national-perspective-runaway-callery-pear/2018/01/23/
http://nysufc.org/urban-tree-merit-american-hophornbeam/2018/02/01/
https://cpb-us-east-1-juc1ugur1qwqqqo4.stackpathdns.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/3/3809/files/2013/11/Galls-on-Plants-158myw7.pdf
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/
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Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 


