
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Emerald Ash Borer – This decimator of ash trees was recently found in Oswego County on the north edge of 
Sandy Pond at The Elms Golf Course on Route 3. This location is exactly one mile from the Jefferson County 
border. If you have ash trees that you want to save it would be a good idea to have trunk injections done this 
spring. These injections are 99% effective in controlling the borer, but the treatment has to be done by an 
arborist or certified pesticide applicator and must be repeated every two years. For a list of applicators in the 
area contact Sue at 315-788-8450. 
 
Swallow-wort – A biological control for this evil plant will be released at Wehle State Park in Henderson this 
season. Hypena opulenta is a leaf feeder which has shown to suppress swallow-wort populations. This first 
introduction will be a ‘controlled release’ in cages. The next step will be an ‘open release’. This insect has 
been released in Canada and shows promise. One problem is that Hypena opulenta prefers shade locations, 
so it may not have an impact on swallow-wort populations that are in full sun. In wooded locations with high 
shade levels, where swallow-wort is difficult to control without herbicides, it could be just the control we are 
hoping for. Another insect, a moth, is on the horizon for a future bio-control and it will tolerate sunny 
locations. 
 
Asian Jumping Worms – Keep an eye out for this invasive 
earthworm which raises havoc in gardens and forests by quickly 
eating all the organic matter in soil, interfering with plant growth, 
nutrient cycling and forest regeneration. These worms thrash 
about and have a white band that encircles their body. So far we 
have had no reports of this worm in Jefferson County. If you find a 
suspicious worm, get a picture or bring it into Cooperative 
Extension for identification.   
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

Above: Asian Jumping Worm-Note the white band 
on the worm and the grainy appearance of the soil 
 
Left: Known locations of the Asian Jumping Worm in 
New York State. 


