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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 

MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS (ANOTHER WINTER ESCAPE) 
 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
 

A January visit to the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Florida a few months ago was 
an absolute delight. Granted, any garden in Florida in January, far from the grey, cold and snow 
of New York is lovely. But Selby Gardens are especially inspiring.  
 
Bordered by Sarasota Bay and Hudson Bayou, the home and gardens were created in the early 
1920’s by William and Marie Selby. Bequeathed to the community upon Marie’s death in 1971, 
Selby Gardens opened to the public in 1975.  
 
Features of the garden include a rainforest area, desert display, 
Mangrove walk and Palm collection. An area features plants native to 
Florida which surround a tidal lagoon. Display gardens are devoted to 
bromeliads, edible plants and fragrant plants. The butterfly garden 
includes a lepidopterarium - a structure specifically intended for the 
breeding and display of butterflies. The gardens are especially kid 
friendly with places to explore, climb and just run.  

 
Our first stop is always the tropical conservatory, 
which is filled with epiphytes, primarily orchids, 
bromeliads and gesneriads. (Epiphytes are plants 
which grow on other plants without harming them. 
The name is derived from the Greek for “air dweller”.) 
According to their brochure, “Unique in its emphasis 
among botanical gardens, Selby contains the most 
diverse living and preserved collections of epiphytes 
in the world.” 
 
The collection of blooming plants was stunning. I 
recognized many species of orchids: Cattleya and 
Laelia, Phaphiopedilum and Cypripedium, Lycaste, 
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Vanda, Oncidium, Bulbophyllum, and Phalaenopsis. We spotted a vanilla vine, Vanilla planifolia, 
even though it wasn’t in bloom.  I have little experience with bromeliads so took time to study 
(and admire) their amazing colors and shapes.  
 
A guide, seeing our enthusiasm, led us around a corner to an amazing Wardian case, a sealed 
protective container popular in the 19th century when importing orchids to Europe from 
overseas. This one was filled with tiny, fragile plants that needed extra humidity and cooler 
temperatures to thrive.   

  
Eventually we headed out to the rest of the gardens and were similarly impressed. Cacti in 
bloom, bonsai in bloom, palms in bloom, shrubs in bloom (one turned out to be Pentas, which 
we grow as an annual) and an incredible aloe plant.    
 
 

     
 
Wandering in the sunshine, we heard a commotion overhead. A large bird flew by with a fish in 
its claws to a nest at the tippy top of a huge tree. Unseen fledglings made quite a ruckus. Most 
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of the garden’s visitors stopped and started pointing out the nest to each other. I wasted a lot of 
time trying to get a good photo. My husband found a bench in a shady spot. We determined 
later that the birds were osprey. Learn more at Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology at 
www.allaboutbirds.org  
 

After touring the rest of the gardens, we stopped in the gift 
shop on the way out. Among all the plants and gift items, I 
spotted a large rack of Hudson Valley Seed Company Art 
Packs. Just as I was about to point it out to our friends, I 
hear another person telling her friends “Look!” They were 
from New York too, in fact from Pine Plains. We had a 
good laugh about escaping winter and went on our way 
back to the parking lot where one more surprise waited – a 
blooming Schomberkia orchid hanging out in a tree in the 
parking lot.    
 
Admission fees for Selby Gardens can be applied to an 
annual membership which offers free admission year-
round to this garden as well as hundreds of reciprocal 
gardens in the US and Canada, including NYBG.  
 
Click here more information on the Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens 
 

Photos courtesy of the author. 
 

 
JUMPING WORMS: A NEW GARDEN PEST  

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

As gardeners we’ve learned that worms are good. They aid in the decomposition of organic 
material, aerate the soil, improve its structure and move minerals from the top soil layers into 
deeper ones. Their tunnels provide pathways for air, water and plant roots.   

All worms in our area are invasive. Native worms were made extinct by the Wisconsin 
Glaciation of the Ice Age about 10,000 years ago. Most of the worms in our soils today were 
brought with settlers from Europe, or introduced from Asia. And most are well behaved. 

About 80 years ago species of worms 
collectively called “Jumping Worms” were 
introduced from East Asia which become well 
established in most southeastern states and 
then “wormed” their way north. States 
surrounding the Great Lakes have been writing 
about them for years. Forest managers in New 
York and Connecticut became aware of them in 
the 1980s. Now they are becoming more 
common and are causing harm especially in 
forests. They have been found in many places 
throughout our area including in home gardens.    

https://selby.org/
https://selby.org/
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Jumping worms have earned names such as Jersey Wigglers, Alabama Jumpers, Georgia 
Jumpers and Crazy Snake Worm because of their behavior.  When surprised they thrash and 
writhe like a snake and at times curl so quickly and tightly that they flip into the air or ‘jump”. 
They are large, like nightcrawlers (of the Lumbricidae family) but are more shiny, not slimy. 
They stay in the top few inches of soil rather than burrowing deeply. Both nightcrawlers and 
jumping worms are dark brown and get very large in late summer. The clitellum (band-like 
segment) of jumping worms is gray, smooth and completely circles the body, unlike the raised, 
saddle-shaped clitellum of other common earthworms. 

There are four genera and sixteen species in North America. Jumping worms in New York are 
usually Amanthas spp., probably Amynthas agrestis but they are hard to identify specifically 
unless you’re a professional.  

These worms cause harm in forests, turf and gardens. They are voracious eaters, can consume 
all the organic matter in the top few inches of soil in a few years, dramatically raise the pH of the 
soil and make it highly susceptible to erosion.   

European earthworms like the nightcrawler are ‘hermaphroditic’, that is, they possess both male 
and female organs, though they still need to mate to produce offspring. Jumping worms, 
however, can use “parthenogenetic” reproduction, meaning they create egg cocoons without 
needing to mate. Jumping worms are killed by our cold winters, but their cocoons survive to -40 
F. After hatching in spring, a single worm can create an infestation. Each worm can produce 
approximately 60 cocoons with one to two eggs from July to November. The hatched worms 
can produce cocoons in a few months. There can be two generations a year in warm weather.   

These photos of worm cocoons were taken in November 
autumn by two CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers. The 
cocoon species has not been confirmed, but it was 
collected where jumping worms were present.  

Jumping worms are spread from nursery stock, by 
gardeners sharing plants, improperly discarded fishing bait 
and in some commercial mulch and compost.  

Next month’s Dutchess Dirt Newsletter will include more 
details on this pest, including identification, harmful 
behavior, how to avoid their spread, how to report their 
presence to iMapInvasives.org and some control options 
for home owners.   

Read more  
Cornell Jumping Worms Fact Sheet 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Jumping 
Worms Fact Sheet 
Wisconsin DNR Jumping Worms web site 
Great Lakes Worm Watch web site 
Urban Forest Ecology: Earthworms Implicated in Sugar 
Maple Decline 

 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/cerp/files/2017/11/JumpingWoms_FactSheet-11_15_17-2026fwt.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/documents/JumpingWormFactSheet.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/documents/JumpingWormFactSheet.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/jumpingWorm/index.html
http://greatlakeswormwatch.org/
http://nysufc.org/earthworms-implicated-sugar-maple-decline/2017/11/28
http://nysufc.org/earthworms-implicated-sugar-maple-decline/2017/11/28
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CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE May 18 & 19 
 

The CCEDC Plants Sale will be held Friday May 18 and Saturday May 19. Read more details in 
our Events section below.  

Each year, we sell annuals, herbs and vegetables grown 
from seed or from plugs grown commercially. We also sell 
perennials, the majority of which are usually donated by 
Master Gardener volunteers.  

This year, given the concern about jumping worms, we will 
be selling perennials grown from plugs purchased from 
commercial growers. We worked with the growers to make 
them aware of jumping worms and how to identify them, 
then only ordered from those growers who confirmed their 
plants are potted in sterile medium and grown in structures, 
not field grown or on the ground. This will ensure the plants 
don’t contain any worms or cocoons. Although there are 
recommendations for thorough washing of bare roots plants 
to remove cocoons, we have decided to be especially 
cautious to avoid the potential spread of Jumping Worms.  

 

A MONTH IN A YEAR OF A GARDENER 
Recently we found a CCEDC Horticulture Calendar with suggested gardening activities for each 
month of the year. Although authored many years ago, the suggestions and reminders are quite 
relevant. Gardening really has not changed that much. Each month in 2018, CCEDC Master 
Gardener volunteers will share these suggestions and add their own ideas and expertise. Happy 
reading. 
 

March 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Although the see -saw of weather this past month will probably continue in March, many garden 
tasks can be accomplished rain, snow or sunshine. A critical aspect is temperature. Pruning 
should be done while plants are dormant. Planting can be done when the ground warms up. 
Planning is prudent anytime.     
 
Pruning 

 Woody plants are pruned to train them to better shapes, to maintain plant health by 
removing dead or diseased wood and crossed branches, to rejuvenate them (especially 
shrubs), to improve the quality of fruits or flowers, to promote a desired appearance or 
shape and to restrict growth.  

 Early spring is the best time to prune deciduous trees, fruit trees, grapes, raspberries 
and roses, before they break bud 

 Early spring is also the best time to prune some ornamental shrubs, while they are still 
dormant. Before pruning flowering shrubs, look up whether they bloom on growth 
produced the previous year (referred to as “old wood”) or on growth produced in the 
upcoming season (“new wood”). In general, shrubs that bloom in spring formed their 
flower buds the previous season. If you prune them now, you will be removing flower 
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buds. Shrubs that bloom before the end of June should be pruned right after they bloom, 
then they will produce buds for the following spring. Shrubs that bloom later in summer 
or in autumn generally grown on “new wood” and can be pruned now.  

 Read this CCE Rockland fact sheet Pruning Trees and Shrubs which includes example 
what to prune when.  

 To view a video on Winter Pruning by Lee Dean of Cornell click here  

 Planting 

 Trees, especially fruit trees, are best planted in early spring as soon as the soil can be 
worked. Bare root plants should always be planted when they are dormant.  

 Seeds for cool weather vegetables can be planted directly into the soil as soon as it can 
be worked in late March or early April. These include Peas, Carrots, Radishes, Beets, 
Chard, Kale, Lettuce, Arugula, Spinach and Broccoli. Onions and Leeks can be grown 
from transplants or “sets” (firm bulbs). Be sure to use varieties recommended for this 
area – some require too long a growing season. These seeds can also be started 
indoors in early March then transplanted in early to mid-April.  

 If you grow tuberous begonias start them now in pots.  

 In late March, start seeds for warm weather vegetables such as tomatoes, eggplants 
and peppers. 

 Click here for Cornell Indoor Vegetable Seed Starting  

Planning 

 Inventory your garden supplies and watch for sales.  

 Clean and sharpen garden tools, including lawn mower blades. 

 Review your garden successes and challenges from last year and plan ways to repeat 
the good and improve the others.  
 

CCEDC ARLINGTON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 
 

Learn It, Grow It, Eat It! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Tuesdays April 3-24 
In four sessions taught by Dutchess County's Master Gardener volunteers, you will learn how to: 
Choose your location and prepare your site; select & grow seeds and plants; weed, mulch, thin 
and trellis; protect your site from critters; harvest! 
You will walk through step-by-step instructions for growing 
peas, radishes, cucumbers, beans, chives, carrots, onions, 
herbs, tomatoes, squash, peppers, beets, all kinds of greens 
and more. We even provide some seed or plants so you can 
plant immediately. Each class provides plenty of time to 
answer your questions.   

 Class 1: Getting Started – Chris Ferrero and Gillian Leslie  
 Class 2: First Planting, Cool Weather Veggies – Victoria Rolfe and Linda DiGasper 
 Class 3: Vegetables that Need the Heat – Lorraine Seach and Gillian Leslie 
 Class4: Garden Design and 12 Easy Herbs – Gillian Leslie and Chris Ferrero  

Classes will be held Tuesdays April 3-24, 6:30-8:30. Course fee for the series is $40. Click here 
for class details. Register for course number 1231 at Arlington High School Adult Education 

http://rocklandcce.org/resources/pruning-trees-and-shrubs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AFbFC5z5uA
https://cpb-us-east-1-juc1ugur1qwqqqo4.stackpathdns.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/f/575/files/2015/12/Indoor-Vegetable-Seed-Starting-1nkesk9.pdf
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
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Let's Talk Trash, Home Composting and Recycling Workshop Thursday April 8 
Learn how to improve your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost. 

Did you know that 60% of solid waste is organic and can be 
composted? Do you understand how easy it is to recycle in 
Dutchess County? Our current recycling rate is 35% but can be 
improved. Do you know what is recyclable, compostable or just 
plain garbage? Would you like to improve your soil and support 
waste reduction?  

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers will help you understand how to successfully separate 
and dispose of garden and household waste, and provide training on home composting 
techniques and options.  

This class will be held Thursday, April 19, 2018, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. Course fee is $15. Click 
here for more details. To register for course number 1435 go to Arlington High School Adult 
Education 

 
CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE May 18 & 19 

Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE 
staff hold our annual plant sale in May, at the 
Dutchess County Farm & Home Center in 
Millbrook. Our volunteers grow and sell a wide 
variety of annuals, perennials, vegetables and 
herbs. Some of these varieties are “tried and true” 
favorites, others are exciting new introductions. 
This is our primary fundraiser and we count on 
your support! At this event, we also have a Master 
Gardener info booth set up. Our volunteers are 
available to answer your gardening questions and 
to help you make your plant selections. 

The 2018 plant sale is scheduled for May 18 (from 10 AM-4 PM) & 19 (from 9 AM-2 PM). No 
early birds please! Visit http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale for a list of the plants 
that will be for sale. Gift certificates are available for our Master Gardener Plant Sale which are 
a welcome gift for any gardener! Certificates may be purchased for any amount and are not 
redeemable for cash. To purchase a Master Gardener Plant Sale gift certificate, please contact 
Nancy Halas by e-mail or by calling 845-677-8223 × 115. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, March 10, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Cool Season Vegetables” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Gillian Leslie. For more 
information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday, March 15, 1:00, Clinton Community Library, 1215 Centre Road, Rhinebeck, NY, 
“The Dutchess and the Deadly Garden” by CCEDC Master Gardener Donna Croshier, Visit 
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ or email ClintonProgramming@gmail.com or call 266-5530 
 

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
mailto:ClintonProgramming@gmail.com
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Wednesday, March 23, 6:00 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Protecting 
Your Garden from Animal Pests” by MG volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information visit 
www.laglib.org  

Wednesday, March 28, 10am, Rhinebeck Town Hall, 76 East Market St., Rhinebeck, the 
Rhinebeck Garden Club will hold its monthly meeting with Marina Michahellas of Shoving 
Leopard Farm in Red Hook. The topic will be “Flower CSA’. Refreshments served. Prospective 
new members welcome. Contact Steven Mann, 876-6892. 

Tuesdays – April 3 - 24, 6:30-8:30pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, 
LaGrangeville, 12540, Learn it. Grow it. Eat it! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners.  Learn 
the basics from CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers including locating and preparing the site, 
planting seeds and transplants, maintaining the garden, and harvesting its produce. Course fee 
for the series is $40. Click here for class details. To register for course number 1231 go to 
Arlington High School Adult Education 

 
Thursday April 19, 6:30-9pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, LaGrangeville, 
12540, “Let’s Talk Trash” Home Composting and Recycling Workshop.  Learn how to improve 
your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost from CCEDC Master Gardener 
Volunteers. Course fee $15. To register for course number 1435 go to Arlington High School 
Adult Education 

 
SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 

Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details. 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 NYSIPM: Ticks don’t care what month it is 

 NYSIPM: Planning for pollinators: No time like now 

 Asian ladybug article 

 NYSIPM: Apple-Year and IPM’s ode to Liberty Hyde Bailey 
 NYSIPM: Maple pest saps maple syrup production 
 NYSIPM: Pests and pupils don’t mix 
 New York State Hemlock Initiative 

 

 

NEW TOOL FORECASTS SPRING'S ARRIVAL MONTHS IN ADVANCE 
 

Cornell’s Emergent Climate Risk Lab has unveiled Springcasting, a web tool to determine the 
onset of spring – a season before it occurs.  

The new tool’s map of the continental U.S. shows in color where spring will be early, late or right 
on time. Updated forecasts will be issued Jan. 31, Feb. 15, Feb. 28, March 15 and March 31 for 
this spring. 
 

http://www.laglib.org/
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/02/22/ticks-dont-care-what-month-it-is/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/02/21/planning-for-pollinators-no-time-like-now/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/menace-in-disguise-biting-asian-ladybug-giving-helpful-cousin-a-bad-name-1.3589178
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/02/14/apple-year-and-ipms-ode-to-liberty-hyde-bailey/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/02/09/maple-pest-saps-maple-syrup-production/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/02/07/pests-and-pupils-dont-mix/
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nyshemlockinitiative/
http://ecrl.eas.cornell.edu/node/60
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                                
We received this sample for identification last 
month. It is a Chocolate Vine (Akebia quinata) 
an evergreen vine which grows in full sun to full 
shade with a height of 20-40 feet. It is viewed 
as invasive by the USDA. It climbed up and all 
around a large tree. We suspect it was planted 
as an ornamental which escaped control. 

This sample came in last week. An oak tree is 
covered with many of these growths. Do you 
know what they are, and what causes them?  

 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted through our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

