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Cornell Social Media Lab, Cornell University Department of Communications, and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Association of Jefferson County’s 4-H Youth Development Program are partnering together on a 
research project. The Cornell Social Media Lab has developed four lessons on different aspects of social 
media, and Jefferson County 4-H is bringing this to the youth in the 4-H Afterschool Programs. The program is 
designed for youth ages 10-13. The Test Drive is meant to help fill the gap between classroom digital literacy 
education and unsupervised internet use. That is, while youth might learn about smart social media behavior 
in school, they don’t have opportunities to practice their skills in a safe place. Social Media Test Drive is a 
social media simulation that lets kids work on their skills while ensuring that any mistakes they make won’t 
come back to haunt them online or off. The site itself offers a realistic social media environment that youth 
can explore, with built-in quizzes and reflection questions.   
 
Each lesson is accompanied by a guide for educators, with background on the issues and discussion on 
questions for the group. There are four lessons available at this time – Getting Started on Test Drive:  
Usernames, passwords and bios, Oh My!, Smart Self-Presentation, Anti-Cyberbullying and Information 
Literacy. No activity on the Test Drive site remains after use or is visible to the “outside world,” and the site’s 
other users are actually pre-programmed “bots.” This creates an enclosed environment that allows 
experimentation and reflection without the risks of using a public social media site. Each Test Drive lesson 
begins with an Educator led discussion of important concepts relevant to the current topic. After the 
discussion and quick test-your knowledge quiz, youth are directed to an interactive activity on the Test Drive 
platform. The youth get to “practice” their new knowledge in a safe environment. Following this there is a 
reflection piece for youth to discuss what they learned and saw. 
 
We are offering this program to all youth ages 10-13 in our 4-H Afterschool Programs. So far, we have been 
to Copenhagen Central School District and LaFargeville Central School District, and approximately twenty 
students have completed all four lessons. As you can see from the picture below the youth are having a lot of 
fun with the pilot research program! 
 

 

4-H Afterschool  
Program students at 
LaFargeville Central 
School are enjoying 
their Social Media  

Test Drive. 


