
What is the best way to store seeds for a long period of time? 
 
Cool, dark, and dry are the optimum conditions. For long term storage (a year or more) of most 
flower and vegetable seeds it’s best to place seeds in the freezer. For season to season storage, 
use the refrigerator. Seeds can be left in their seed packets or placed in envelopes. Be sure to 
add a label with the date. Packets should then be placed in an air-tight container and put in the 
bottom of the refrigerator or the back of the freezer. 
 
If you have gathered your own seeds you have to pay attention to moisture. Make sure the 
seeds are completely dry before placing them in storage. Silica gel or powdered milk can be 
added to packets to absorb moisture. Remember that humidity and warmth are the enemy – 
they cause seeds to deteriorate. 
 
Seeds will lose viability as they age, but in general, most seeds are good for about three years.  
So don’t throw out all those extra seeds that you didn’t have room for! Stow them away for 
next season! Carrot, parsnip, onion, and leek seeds are notoriously short-lived – they should be 
placed in the freezer. Don’t bother even trying to save corn seeds – they are only viable for one 
season. 
 
Some large tree seeds like acorns and walnuts require moist storage conditions. Place these in a 
plastic bag that contains moist sand, vermiculite, or a sand/peat moss mixture and then store 
them in the refrigerator. 
 
Conifer seeds should be stored under dry conditions in the freezer. Depending on the species, 
they can remain viable for up to 20 years! 
 
Super-long storage of seeds from throughout the world is achieved at the Svalbard Global Seed 
Vaul, which is located on a Norwegian Island north of the Arctic Circle. The vault is 390 feet 
deep in the side of a mountain and temperatures are maintained at 0 degrees F. Even with 
accounting for climate change, the vault will still be frozen 200 years from today. The bank 
serves as a repository of duplicate seeds that are in storage at other locations across the world.  
This ensures that crop diversity will not be lost in the case of man-made or natural disasters.  
The vault cost $9 million to build and it holds over 930,000 seed samples from 190 different 
crops. This represents 13,000 years of agriculture history. Under the tightly controlled security 
and environmental conditions inside the vault, a simple pea seed can remain viable for two or 
three thousand years! 
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