
          4-H  KEYNOTES 
“4-H is a community of young people across America who 

are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.” 
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MARCH/APRIL 2018 
 

Dear Friends of 4-H, 
 
There has been lots of “flurries” in the air & on the ground AND there has been 
a flurry of activities that involved 4-Hers and their families.   
 
4-H Shooting Sports has begun with over 40 between the Northern & Southern 
programs!   Our hats off to George Gedney & Nate Bink for coordinating this 
quality program.   We had  six instructors trained at the 4-H SS Instructors 
Training in Saratoga County including Faith Bell as Junior Instructor. 
 
Recent events: 

Teens Eric Fields, Autumn Headwell, & Lauryn Spiezio have been accepted 
as Focus Assistants for 4-H Career Explorations. 

4-H Incredible Wearables was held during February school vacation.   
      Thirteen youth participated. 
Capital District Dairy Bowl – March 3 at Ichabod Crane in Columbia Coun-

ty: We had 2 Dairy Bowl teams – 1 Junior team & 1 Senior team.  Spe-
cial thanks to Jaylene Lesher for taking the lead as Dairy Bowl Coordina-
tor/coach and Caitlin Pool for coaching the Junior Team.   

Public Presentations!  We had 18 presenters in Easton.  Thank you to JoAnne 
Booth for organizing the day! 

 
Upcoming Events: 

Tractor Safety Certification & ATV Safety program is planned for April  
       vacation. 
Registration is beginning for 4-H Career Explorations.  Details are inside. 
Let’s not forget that we have one more Public Presentations March 24. 

 

Happy Spring Everyone!!! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Diversity and Inclusion are a part of Cornell University’s heritage. We are a recognized employer and educator 

valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities. 



 

 415 Lower Main Street 
 Hudson Falls, NY 12839 

 
 Telephone (518) 746-2560 
 Toll Free 1-800-548-0881 

  
Website:  www.cce.cornell.edu/washington 

 
National 4-H Website:  www.4-H.org 

 
E-mail:  Washington@cornell.edu 
 
 

 
Our office is open 8:30 AM 

to 4:30 PM to answer your calls. 
After hour calls will be taken 

by our voice mail system. 
 

Articles, News Reporter and  
Secretary Reports are due to 
the Extension Office on or 

before the 5th of every month. 

 
The information given herein is  

supplied with the understanding that no  
discrimination is intended and no  

endorsement by Cornell Cooperative  
Extension is implied.  Mention of a  

trade name does not constitute a  
guarantee or warranty of the product  
to the exclusion of other comparable  
products.  Articles in this newsletter  
may be reproduced provided credit is  
given to the authors and to the name  

of this publication. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
 

"Cornell Cooperative Extension actively sup-

ports equal educational and employment op-

portunities.  No person shall be denied ad-

mission to any educational program or activi-

ty or be denied employment on the basis of 

any legally prohibited discrimination involv-

ing, but not limited to, such factors as race, 

color, religion, political beliefs, national or 

ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, 

marital or family status, veteran status, or 

disability.  Cornell Cooperative Extension is 

committed to the maintenance of affirmative 

action programs that will assure the continua-

tion of such equality of opportunity." 



2018 4-H Public Presentations  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Public Presentation Program is one of 4-H’s most beneficial and rewarding experiences. It is the one most 
often credited by 4-H alumni as having given them an edge above peers in both college and professional ca-
reers. It provides a unique opportunity to develop a positive self-concept and poise, gain self-confidence before 
a group, learn to express ideas clearly, respond spontaneously to questions, and gain subject matter knowledge. 

Through a progressive series of communication activities, youth 
learn to express themselves and their ideas. 
  
Today’s youth are busier than ever, as are their parents.  We under-
stand how difficult it is to participate in everything.  As your family 
is prioritizing which event/program they can attend, please consider 
the life-long importance of Public Presentations.  If you are an older 
teen, consider scheduling the job or college interview portion of Pub-
lic Presentations.   
  
Some possible suggestions are:  Demonstrate Mason jar salads; Essen-

tial items to have in your hiking backpack; Photography of a country mile; Topics are endless.  Think of what 
you are passionate about, a hobby, an extracurricular activity or sports, your pets or even your own family his-
tory. 
  

We have resources that can help you plan your presentation.  If you have any questions about Public Presenta-
tions, give Cathy a call at 746-2560 or 1-800-548-0881.  The college and job interview will be available at the 
Fort Edward location.   Please call our office to schedule an appointment time for the interviews.  Karen Rog-
ers, leader of  the  Crystal Clovers 4-H club in Cambridge is willing to judge public presentations at your club 
meeting.  You can contact her at 677-3681. 

 

         Creative Quilting 
  April 21, 2018 

                                     Argyle Methodist Church 
                                                 10:00 - 1:30 

  
Once again the Highland Quilters Guild has graciously offered to teach 
4-Hers (3rd grade and older) how to make a quilted horse placemat.  
Members of the guild work one on one to assist the youth as they make 
their placemat.  They provide all the supplies, including fabric.  They even provide a deli-
cious lunch  You may bring your own sewing machine, but it is not required.  Please call our 

office to register by March 21.  Registration is required and space is limited to 12 youth.    

 Fort Edward 
Saturday March 24 

 Washington Street TLC 
     (Formerly St. Joseph’s School) 

9:00 AM-1:00P M 



 

 
  
  

  

March 30, April  2—3, 2018 
Farm tours in Rensselaer County on day 1; Washington County Fairgrounds day 2 & 3; 

9 AM — 4 PM 
  

Participants must attend an orientation meeting in one of the host counties 

National Safe Tractor & Machinery Operation Program & ATV Safety Workshop  
educates youth about: 

• Risks of farm related activities 
• How to act safely in different farm work settings 

  Identifying & correcting farm hazards to prevent injuries and illnesses 
 How to obtain safety information about equipment that they may be operating 

  

Youth 14 and 15 years old  are required to have a Tractor & Machinery Operation Certificate when 
employed on farms & other agribusinesses that require operating equipment.   

Youth will receive a NSTMOP certificate once they pass the written & tractor operation tests.   
  

There is a fee of $25.00 for enrolled 4-H members and $30.00 for non-members.  Youth participants 
must be 14 years and older. 

  

For more information, including a schedule, or to register, call  
Cornell Cooperative Extension Washington County at  
518-746-2560 or by email washington@cornell.edu  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
When: April 13 - April 15, 2018  

  

Where: Youth Building,  
New York State Fairgrounds 

Who: Any 4-H Teen interested in gaining leadership skills,  
networking, and having fun!!!  
  
What: The state teen leadership event of the year!  
  
Join us for an awesome weekend of workshops, networking, and fun! There will be a 
keynote speaker, dinner, and dance on Saturday night! For more information, call our 
office. 



 Government? Fun?   

Only at 4-H Capital Days 2018!   
  
NYS 4-H Capital Days are scheduled for May 20 - 22.  It star ts Sunday evening and ends after  lunch on 
Tuesday.  You spend two days in our State’s capital.  While you’re there you participate in the following:   
  
   Meet teens from other counties across New York State 
   Learn about powerful, influential jobs in the public sector.   
   Learn more about NYS government. 
   Tour NYS departments.   
   Meet the legislators who represent YOUR family in government. 
   Maybe earn some bonus points with your Social Studies teacher! 

  
And did we mention you have fun while you do this?  
The delegates and chaperones very likely will be staying at the Clarion Hotel in Albany 
and they have an indoor pool! This trip costs approximately $215, last years teens paid  
$55. 
  
If you or someone you know is interested, please give us a call 746-2560.  We need at 
least two teen delegates to be part of this trip.  (Teens must be 14 years old as of January 
1, 2018.)  Registration is due early April. 
  

 

 

 

Pheasants:  

A Conservation Management Program!   
  

The Department of Environmental Conservation is again offering pheasant chicks to 4-
Hers who are interested in raising a batch.  The program offers an enjoyable challenge 
in responsible management.  The pheasants are released on public land in the fall and 
offer a hunting opportunity for upland shooters. People in general also like to observe 
and hear the unusual call of the rooster during their vocal periods.   
  
There are a number of resources available from the Extension office in reference to the 

pheasant program.  They include, but are not limited to the project guidebook, Pheasant Rearing, and the vid-
eo, “How to Raise Ring-necked Pheasants”.  We are also strongly encouraging cooperative ventures between 4
-H/FFA youth and local sportsman clubs.   
  
If you are interested in this project, call  Barb at the Extension office (1-800-548-0881/746-2560).  The office 
requires that you notify us of the amount of birds you need by March 16!  
  



 
 

 

  
  

  

  
  

2014 NYS 4-H Career Explorations Conference  

WHAT IS CAREER EXPLORATIONS? 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 4-H Youth Development program hosts a three-day youth 

conference on the Cornell University Campus  
 By offering a hands-on college experience, Career Ex provides youth with exposure to    Cor-

nell University, its academic fields, and associated careers while providing opportunities to 
develop leadership skills 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
 Youth have fun while learning about science, technology, humanities and…themselves! 
 Youth enjoy engaging, interactive workshops run by Cornell faculty and staff!  
 The Conference offers two grade-specific tracts:  

 University U for youth entering grades 8 - 9 Fall 2018 
 Focus for Teens for youth entering grades 10 – 12 Fall 2018 

WHEN:  June 26 – 28, 2018 
  
WHERE:  Cornell University,  Ithaca, NY     
   
COST:   The total cost has not been finalized 
as of yet.  Teen Council does pay part of this 
fee, which includes Registration & Lodging  
 
HOW: Contact our office for workshop de-
scriptions or go to the website. Deadline for 
registration is mid April. 

Discover a career that… 
Navigates you toward success! 

2018 NYS 4-H Career Explorations Conference 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal 
program and employment opportunity. 
NYS 4-H Youth Development 
Beebe Hall 
Cornell University  
Ithaca, NY 14853 
607-255-0896 



  
 

 

 
 

August 20 - 26 Washington 
County Fair 

Monday – Sunday 
7 – 10:30 PM 

Tuesday – Sunday 
6:30 – 10 AM 

The better 
staffed our 
shifts are, 
the more 

profit we can 
earn! 

Clubs earn $25 per shift worked at any of 
the weekend events! 

May 12 – 13 
Birds of Prey 
Times TBA 



   
 

Attention Poultry Exhibitors!! 
 

WHO:   BIRDS TO BE EXHIBITED AT 4 MONTHS (16 WKS) OF AGE 
                 (WATERFOWL AND PIGEONS NOT INCLUDED) 
 

WHAT:  PULLORUM TESTING 
 

WHEN:  THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2018 FROM  1:00 PM – 4:00 PM (SHARP) 
                                                            & 
                   THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2018 FROM  2:00 PM – 6:00 PM (SHARP) 
 

WHERE:  WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS - POULTRY BARN (518) 692-2464 
                       392 OLD SCHUYLERVILLE ROAD, GREENWICH  
 

WHY:  REQUIREMENT TO EXHIBIT AT THE COUNTY AND STATE FAIR     
 

HOW (MANY):  UP TO 25 BIRDS 
 

To apply for a complete flock test contact: 
Elizabeth Holmes, LVT @ 518-321-5002 (BEFORE JULY 1) 

 
July 19th is the last clinic offered in the Capital District area 

Please plan ahead so you won’t be left out of the fair! 

 

THERE WILL BE NO TESTING AT THE FAIR 
 

Additional pullorum clinic sites 
 

Albany Co. Cornell Coop. Ext. - 24 Martin Rd., Voorheesville  Tuesday, July 17th 1 pm - 4 pm 
Rens. Co. - Schaghticoke Farigrounds     Sat., July 14th 8:30 am - 11:30 am 
Saratoga Co. Fairgrounds       Friday, June 29th 1 pm - 4 pm 
Warren Co. Cornell Coop. Ext. - 377 Schroon River Rd., Warrensburg Mon., June 25th 11 am - 1 pm 
 

 



         College Scholarships 
  
The Washington County 4-H Leader’s Association offers a var iety of 
scholarships open to high school seniors and college students who are or 
were active members of 4-H.   The amounts of scholarships are $500.  Ap-
plications are available at the Washington County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension office; call 746-2560 or 1-800-548-0881 for an application.  
Applications are due by 4:30, May 15, 2018.  The form is on our web 
site! 
  
The Washington County Fair offers scholarships to 
youth that have been active in fair activities. Gener-

ally, the application packet for this scholarship will be available in April.  Further infor-
mation about this scholarship can be obtained by calling the Washington County Fair at 
692-2464 or visit their web site at washingtoncountyfair.com for an online version.  
Applications are due August 1. 
  
The Washington County Fair is also the contact for scholarships to youth from the New 
York State Association of Agricultural Fairs and the New York State Show Peo-
ple’s Association. These scholarships are available to high school or  enrolled col-
lege students in Agriculture/agriculture related field and who have participated in the Washington County Fair.  
Further information about this scholarship can be obtained by calling the Washington County Fair at 692-
2464. Due date is the second Friday in April.  The application is available on the NYSAAF web site: 
www.nyfairs.org. 
 

 

2018 Capital District Dairy Bowl Results 
  

Washington County was well represented with 1 each of  Junior & Senior Level teams.  Jaylene Lesher served 
as our County Coordinator & the  Senior Team coach.  Caitlyn Pool was Junior Team coach and Karen Rea 

and Amy Larmon also helped the team.   

Junior Team:  Ryan Armitage 
  Marty DePaul 
  Megan DePaul  

  Maddie Rea 
 
Senior Team: Erin Armitage 
   Lauren DeSorbe 
   Tyler Larmon 
   Phil Rea 
   Jenna Wilbur 
  
  

Following is how the teams placed overall:  Junior Team placed 3rd; Senior Team placed 2nd.  The Top Ten 
Individual placings:  Maddie Rea placed 4th for the Junior team; Phil Rea placed 3rd, Tyler Larmon placed 6th 
and Erin Armitage placed 8th for the Senior Team.  Maddie and Phil will travel to Cornell University to partic-

ipate in the NYS Dairy Bowl competition.   



 

Youth Non-Ownership Papers Due June 15 

      
A number of years ago New York State Agriculture and Markets worked with 4-H staff to develop a program 
that provides greater opportunity for youth whose families do not own their own animals.  This was in response 
to the decreasing number of families who live on a farm and the increasing number who would like to be in-
volved with the Animal Science program, but lacked access to animals.  This began the Non-Ownership Pro-
gram. 

  
The program is open ONLY to those who do not have access to animals 
of that species, e.g., a person who lives near a town or village and has 
no access to large animals, but might have a rabbit, can lease one dairy 
cow.  Youth may register two non-owned animals of a species type, 
but can only show one of these animals per county and state fair. 
However, a person whose family owns their own dairy cattle can not 
lease a dairy animal of any breed or age for exhibition.  A Lessor/owner 
cannot lease to a family member of the same farm operation.  The les-

see involved in a family farm cannot lease from another family member.   
  
The youth who lease an animal must be involved with care of that animal in conjunction with the owner.  Some 
youth will be living away from the animal they are leasing; however, the youth must show that they have made 
an honest effort to care for the animal.  Care includes, but is not limited to, feeding, cleaning pens, training the 
animal to lead/ride, clipping, and learning about the animal’s management.  It is the responsibility of the youth 
to work with the owner to submit all required paperwork for the Non-Ownership Program as well as any en-
tries, stall requests, and health papers for the Washington County Fair.  The animal must be entered under the 
owner’s name in the open class department. 
  
The Non-Ownership Program is administered through our office for Washington County youth.  In our county, 
you do not have to be a 4-Her to participate.  A completed Non-Ownership/Lease Form needs to be  completed 
by the animal owner, the leasing youth, and the parent, and signed by the 4-H educator.  We’ve posted the Non-
ownership Form on our website; we will also mail or fax copies to you.   
  
The Non-Ownership Forms MUST be returned to the CCE/4-H office by June 15 at 4:30 PM!  These forms 
may be faxed to 746-2419 by the same date and time requirement, but must be followed by hard copies in the 
mail.  If you have any questions related to this program, please call our office at 746-2560.  Please have these 
forms filled out as completely as possible before sending them to the 4-H office.  Before the original forms are 
returned to the lessee the 4-H office needs to have all registration numbers and other required infor-
mation on file for the leased animals.  They will not be signed and returned until we have all information. 
  

Important Reminder!! 

  

All new 4-H enrollments and re-enrollments are due to the  
4-H Office by 4:30, May 1. If re-enrolling, remember there is 

an additional $10 late fee per member.   



   
  

   

 

  

You’re never too old to saddle up for new  

memories… 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Saturday, June 16, 2018 

Washington County Fair Grounds 

RAIN OR SHINE! 

Youth Run the Show; Adults ride! 

Participants must be 18 years or older & out of high school. 

  Registration Begins at 8:30 AM 

Starts at 9:30 AM 

$5 per class  

NO STALLIONS 

Contact CCE of Washington County for information at 518-746-2560 or  washington@cornell.edu 

Youth and Adult Volunteers Wanted  

Bring your own lunch 

All proceeds support Washington County Youth Horse Program Awards 



                

  “PICTURE WASHINGTON COUNTY” 

Early Barns of Our County 
Animals were very important for a family’s survival in the 19th Century. During the period 1850 – 1910
barns of many sizes were built to house those farm animals. As we approach America’s 250th anniversary
let’s celebrate the craftsmanship and hard work that went into building them. Each individual entrant’s origi-
nal artwork should include early barns and outbuildings used by Washington County families. These build-
ings might still be used in some way or have been lost over time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

Rules: 
One entry per person. 
Size must be no larger than 12”x18”. 
Mediums can be paint, charcoal, pencil, crayon or marker. 
Entries to arrive at the Washington County Fairgrounds by May 25, 2018 
Entries being dropped off must be done during business hours 8am - 4 pm. 
Label the back of your artwork with your name, age, address & phone number. 
A complete entry form that includes a short paragraph describing

your artwork & what you learned must accompany your entry. 
All entries will be exhibited in a public art show at

The Washington County Fair Farm Museum on 
             Saturday, June 2, 2018 when winners will be announced. 

Winning entries will be displayed at the museum through October. 
Washington County Fair reserves the right to reproduce all artwork. 

Information and entry forms available at: 
 

Washington County Fair Farm Museum                                                    
     392 Old Schuylerville Rd. 
             Greenwich, NY 12834 
                      518-692-2464 

www.washingtoncountyfair.com 

2018 YOUTH ART COMPETITION 
Sponsored by 

The Washington County Fair Farm Museum 

 

Prizes to be awarded in each division: 
1st Place: $25, 2 - one day Fair Passes, 
Carnival Ride tickets, tote bag 
2nd Place: 2 - one day Fair Passes, 
Carnival Ride tickets, tote bag 
3rd Place: Carnival Ride tickets, tote bag 
Honorable Mention: Cinch tote bag 

Three age divisions: 
(ages as of January 1, 2018) 

Division I: Ages 7 - 10 
Division II: Ages 11 – 14 
Division III: Ages 15 - 18 



HONOR SECRETARIES AND NEWS REPORTERS 

The Crystal Clovers held their January meeting at 
the town barn.  They had a business meeting to dis-
cuss the community service project.  They also 
made snow dough and snow sticks. 
 
The Kidz-n-Goatz met in January to set up their  
planning calendar for the year.  They discussed their 
goals for the year.  They also decorated an animal 
cookies as a fun treat.  In February they went to 
Willlard Mountain and had lots of fun tubing.    
 
In January the Lucky Bums met at the Prouty house 
and learned about  temperature, wind chill, hypo-
thermia and snow safety.  They went outside with 
freeze pope and used a fan to demonstrate what they 
had learned.   
 
Inspired by the Olympics the Salem Shamrocks 
used frosting to decorate cookies like flags of other 
countries. They also made cards  and handed the 
cards and cookies out to some neighbors to help 
them look toward spring and put a little light and  

out into the world!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Club Name    Secretary   News Reporter  
 
Crystal Clovers    Alyssa Rowland  Lillian Nichols 
Kidz-n-Goatz         Leader Signed 
Lucky Bums         Anneliese Willig 
Salem Shamrocks    Josh Harrington  Alyce Harrington 
Washington Co. Jr. Beef   Rylan Rist 

NEWS REPORTS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 

  MARCH 

  
Mar. 17 - Southern Shooting Sports begins 
  
Mar. 19 - 23 - Ag Literacy Week  
  
Mar. 22 - Tractor Safety Orientation 
 
Mar. 24 - Public Presentations - Fort  Edward  
  
Mar. 30 -  Tractor Safety  
   

APRIL 

  
April 2 - 3 - Tractor Safety 
  
April 13 - 15 - State Teen Action Retreat 
  
April 17 - Equine Science Day 
  
April 28 - District Public Presentations Day  
 

   MAY 

  
May 1-  4-H new enrollments deadline 
 
May 5 - 6 - Antique & Flea Market 
 
May 12 - 13 - Birds of Prey 
 
May 15 - 4-H Leaders Scholarships Due 
  
May 20 - 22 - 4-H Capital Days 
 
May 26 - 27 - Northeast Van Show 
   

JUNE 

  
June 15 -  Non-Ownership Papers Due 
 
June 16 - Old Timers Horse Show 
 
June 26 - 28 - 4-H Career Ex 
 
June 28 - Pullorum Testing 

 
 
 

           JULY 
 
July 19 - Pullorum Testing 
 
July 19 - 20 - Camp Sew for Upi 
 
July 28 - Family Fun Day 
 

AUGUST 

  
Aug. 4 - 5 - Antique  & Flea Market 
 
Aug. 18 - Washington Co. Fair Youth  
  Building Judging 
  
Aug. 20 - 26 - Washington Co. Fair 
 

SEPTEMBER 

 
Sept. 22 - 23 - Ad. Wool & Arts Festival 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Cornell Cooperative Extension       Non-Profit Organization 
In Washington County        U.S. Postage 
415 Lower Main Street        Paid 
Hudson Falls, NY  12839        Hudson Falls, NY  12839 
           Permit 13 

A Snapshot of 4-H 


