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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 

THE WINTER ESCAPE 
 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Ah, winter…. always a challenging season, but for gardeners who love to be outside amongst 
the greenery, it is surely the most difficult of times.  Yes, we can peruse our seed and garden 
catalogs and dream of spring projects, but really, what can compare to a two-week getaway to 
some place lush and tropical? 
 
While I do feel a twinge of guilt for missing what our neighbor 
described as “the worst winter weather he has experienced in 40 
years”, our family, nonetheless, embarked upon a long-awaited 
vacation to the Hawaiian Islands this January to visit our son in Maui.  
And before you begrudge our great timing, rest assured that we 
landed back at JFK to 9-degree temperatures and a wind chill that 
slapped the “aloha” right out of us.  But enough of that…. 
 
There is nothing like leaving the cold weather behind and landing in a 
destination that immediately takes away the sting of being outdoors.  
It is surreal to emerge from the airplane to the smell of flowers, the 
sound of birdsong, and the caress of humidity.  What a change!  Our 
son greeted us at the airport with leis made of fragrant orchids, and as 
we nestled them around our necks, we knew we were on to something good. 

  
We started our 17-day odyssey on the island of Maui, which is 
one of the most beautiful places on earth.  The steep volcanic 
mountains ride down to the aquamarine Pacific Ocean in 
dramatic sharp-edged contrasts, and the juxtaposition is breath 
taking.  But the real treat for this winter-weary gardener was the 
incredible abundance of foliage and flowers. The Hawaiian 
climate is home to our northern tropical houseplants, and here 
they luxuriate outdoors and grow to ten times the size.  



February 2018  Page 2 
 

Bougainvillea plants sold in the northeast as patio accents are four-
foot hedges in Hawaii, needing to be trimmed every two weeks to 
keep their rampant growth under control.  Happy plants make 
happy gardeners, and Hawaii has to be one of the best places in 
the world to garden. 
 
On New Year’s Eve we visited Haleakala National Park, where we 
drove the switch-backed ascent up to the top of the volcanic crater. 
This two-hour ride begins at sea level and ends dramatically at the 
10,000-foot summit.  We allowed a lot of time (“it’s the journey, not 
the destination”; a mantra repeated many times to the males of our 
group) and on our way up - to my utter delight - discovered a 
botanical garden off the beaten path in the small town of Kula. 
 

Tucked away down a gravel road, the Kula Botanical Garden is a respite in an otherwise 
nondescript grassy climb.  My car-mates put on their game-faces and joined me on the tour, 
some more enthusiastically than others. This 8-acre oasis 
was established by Warren and Helen McCord in 1968 as a 
display space for Warren’s landscape architecture business. 
As it expanded over the years, it slowly evolved into the out-
of-the-way tourist attraction that it is today.  As we walked 

through the gardens, we were delighted to see 
waterfalls, gazebos, covered bridges, a large 
koi pond, and so many varieties of plants and 
trees.  I could have spent hours there, but we 
had a destination to reach, and we needed to 
get to the summit before sunset. 
 

Haleakala National Park was the perfect place to watch the day’s end and to welcome in 2018.  
The skies were clear, with mild breezes and breath-taking scenery.  We reached the top in 
plenty of time to get to our viewing places to watch the sun set over 
the crater. When the moment arrived, the crowds let out a collective 
gasp as the golden sun dipped below the horizon.  As darkness fell, it 
was time for us to head back down the mountain. That night we had 
the bonus of an almost full “Super Moon” in the sky, which picked up 
where the sun had left off.  Our return trip, illuminated by the bright 
moon, made the whole experience magical.  To add to the show, New 
Year’s Eve fireworks were going off all over the valleys below us as 
we slowly crisscrossed our way down the mountain.  Aloha indeed. 

 
The Hawaiian Islands are also a destination for many 
species of whales, who come to these warm waters to 
safely give birth to their calves and to find new mates. Maui 
in the wintertime is a whale-watcher’s paradise, and 
everywhere on the islands you can see the water-spouts of 
whales breaching far out at sea. This was an experience 
we didn’t want to miss!  We booked our tour with the 
nonprofit Pacific Whale Foundation, which does a great job 
of educating the public about whales and the Hawaiian 
marine eco-systems that they visit. The tours are staffed 
with bona-fide marine biologists and naturalists; people 
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who obviously love what they do, and their enthusiasm was contagious.  We got to hear – 
through underwater sonic hydrophones – the songs of several whales that were nearby 
(awesome!).  And when three humpback whales breached not far from our boat, it literally 
brought tears to my eyes.  We were fortunate to be close enough to snap some great photos of 
them as they emerged out of the water.  This experience should be on everyone’s bucket list, it 
was amazing. 
 
Another attraction, not to be missed when visiting Maui, is the 
“Heavenly Road to Hana”.  This famous road, which 
encompasses approximately 108 miles of highway, is quite the 
adventure.  The Hana Highway’s two very narrow lanes (many 
times merging into one over bridges) are perched on the edges of 
mountains and feature dramatic ocean views and jungle-like 
forests. The real surprises are the occasional glimpses of 40-foot 
waterfalls which thunder close to the roadbed.  We hiked in to 
one famous waterfall, and several of our party had the chilly 
pleasure of diving in and under the roaring falls. Hiking through 
another windy trail, we were delighted to see huge, loudly-rattling 
bamboo groves, banana trees ripe with fruit, and many tropical 
ferns and foliage plants.  As a gardener, I was amazed at the 
diversity of the plant life in Maui.  The climate is very variable on 
the Hawaiian Islands, too, depending upon which side of the 
mountains you are on.  The western regions of most of the islands tend to be hot, dry, and 
desert-like (think Mediterranean), while the eastern sides are moist rainforests. In the middle 
sections you will find farms (I was surprised) with cattle, horses, pastures, and many varieties of 
crops.  
 
While there has been a recent spate of “invasives” taking over many parts of the Hawaiian 
Islands, one could argue that every living thing here is actually an outsider.  Millions of years 
ago, spores, seeds, and life forms were carried over air currents high into the jet stream, 
eventually settling on lava fields in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.  Much later insects also rode 
these currents, joining migrating and storm driven birds who carried seeds in their digestive 
tracts, helping to shape the foundation of life forms on the Hawaiian Islands. Many of these 
species began to change dramatically over the course of thousands of years, since they no 
longer needed the same defense mechanisms of their former homelands.  Animals and plants 
slowly evolved into new forms that were better adapted to island life, and as such, can be found 
nowhere else on earth.  As examples, the islands’ 110 land birds evolved from as few as 30 
original ancestors, and 1,200 kinds of flowering plants evolved from about 270 immigrants!  It 
was no wonder I was unable to identify many of the plants and trees that I saw – these 
specimens were unique to these islands only. 
 
Not all non-natives to Hawaii are bad, as evidenced 
by the popularity of the banyan tree from India.  The 
first of these trees brought to Hawaii is the now-
famous Lahaina Banyan, planted in 1873, which sits 
as the crown jewel in Lahaina’s Banyan Park.  We 
stumbled upon this park while milling through the 
touristy streets of Lahaina, and were instantly awed by 
its majesty.  Today, the Lahaina Banyan is over 40 
feet tall, with a canopy circumference that spans a 
quarter-mile. At sunset, hundreds of mynah birds flock 
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to it, making a racket that drowns out conversations.  This banyan 
matriarch has not been idle over the years, but has spread her 
majestic branching runners in a circle, producing a Stonehenge-like 
surround of offspring, each as dramatic as their mother.  As an 
added delight during the Christmas holidays, this banyan family is 
strung up and across with thousands of colored lights, making quite 
a spectacle for anyone lucky enough (us!) to be under its organic 
architecture. 
 

In conclusion, dear readers, (page restrictions will not allow me to go on about the rest of Maui 
and the other two islands we visited) my winter escape was wonderful and therapeutic.  My 
family returned home refreshed and restored (despite the ballistic missile threat while we were 
on Oahu) and ready to take on the rest of what our Upstate New York winter had in store for us.  
My wish is that this story may allow you to escape winter, too, even if only for a few minutes.  
With sincerest  Aloha.  
 
Photos courtesy of the author. 
 

THE GLASS FLOWERS OF HARVARD 
By Michelle Keeley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
How do you teach botany without the availability of good specimens?  Unlike animals, which 
can be preserved for analysis, plant species are too fragile, delicate and not always available.  
They can be pressed and dried, but they lose detail for proper analysis. Wax and papier-mache 
also lacked detail.  
 
This was a dilemma for Professor George Lincoln Goodale, founder of Harvard’s Botanical 
Museum.  In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with financing from Elizabeth C. Ware and her 
daughter, Mary Lee Ware, Harvard commissioned glass artisans Leopold and Rudolph 
Blaschka of Germany to make three dimensional, life-like models of plants. During this time, 
they made over 800 models, representing over 700 species of plants as well as about 3,000 
detail sections of plants.   

 
Plants from all over the world are represented in this extraordinary collection.  Botany students 
are now able to study plants to the tiniest detail all year. The workmanship of these models is 
exquisite and is in the realm of fine art. The Glass Flower collection is on display to the public at 
the Harvard Museum of Natural History in Cambridge, Massachussets. Click here to read more 
and view videos.  
 
Photo courtesy of the author. 

https://hmnh.harvard.edu/glass-flowers
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THE MASTER GARDENER BOOKSHELF 

 

KEN DRUSE OPENS UP HOME GARDENING POSSIBILITIES 
IN "THE NEW SHADE GARDEN" 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
Define Shade.  As a home gardener, that's important. Especially if you live in a home built many 
years ago, like many a Dutchess development, on abandoned farmland that has now grown an 
impressive canopy.  I don't think I'm the only one who woke up one morning amazed that huge 
trees suddenly overwhelmed my yard full of sun-loving shrubs and perennials. 
 

But defining shade is a nuanced process that can leave many plant 
casualties in its wake.  So "The New Shade Garden: Creating a 
Lush Oasis in the Age of Climate Change" by Ken Druse is 
powerful, not just because he offers a wealth of common-sense and 
creative solutions, but because his approach turns your attention 
from "problem" to "opportunity".  As he says, climate change should 
turn all of us into fans of shade gardening.  
 

That Druse is an award-winning photographer can distract you from 
the dense, useful narrative in this book, but in a good way. His 
photos are truly inspirational. But this big, beautiful book is packed 
with guidance that may surprise even experienced gardeners with 
its depth and breadth, and he writes in a very engaging, 
conversational style, with lots of call-out features. 
 

For example, he devotes sections to trees and woody shrubs that thrive at various levels of the 
"forest hierarchy", including a lovely treatment of bark texture and color.  His section on 
perennials features pages of foxgloves, astilbes, hosta and  "Actaeas we used to call 
Cimicifugas", with a long list of plants for dry shade. Other nice surprises are topics like spring 

ephemerals, bulbs that make shade ground covers come alive in spring, ideas 
for water features, the value of containers especially around shallow-rooted 

trees, and how to play with foliage color, texture, and scale. 
 

The NY Times calls Druse “the guru of natural gardening". Indeed, he 
includes excellent discussions of native species, lawn replacement, soil 

preparation, mulch and compost, all subjects tailored to shade. 
 

"The New Natural Shade Garden" is published by Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 2015. $40 
Photo credit: KenDruse.com 
 

The Master Gardener Bookshelf is a new feature of Dutchess Dirt that allows  
Master Gardener volunteers to share personal favorites with home gardeners.  

Email comments or suggestions to ferrerocm@gmail.com 

 
 

THINK SPRING 
By Barb Kull, Master Gardener Volunteer 

Hello fellow gardeners, I hope all is well with all of you. We are truly experiencing a good old 
fashion winter. Recently the weather finally reached above freezing but not for long…so back to 
dreaming I go. 
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Many catalogs have begun to appear. Thoughts of last year’s gardens play in my mind now that 
the snow is gone, but I am sure there will be more snow to come. Trust me I embrace winter but 
not this cold or this much snow. 
 
I am not sure if any of you had the same problems I did last fall. 
The frost took so long to get here, then came the bitter cold right 
on its heels and there was no more time for me to clean the 
garden or dig up tender plants. I lost my Cannas but was able to 
get my gladiola out to dry. Therefore, “Cannas” are on my list of 
plants needed this year. I have come to love their showy display 
taking up a great accent along my wall. I lost red ones ( which I 
have had for many years now) and I look forward to adding 
some new colors There is a great variety we sell at our CCEDC 
Master Gardeners plant sale, Canna x generalis ‘Wyoming’, with 
orange flowers and green foliage which is just stunning.  
 
Back to my gardens. My gardens are mostly perennial and if you will indulge me, I would like to 
share my shade favorites with you. While our daughter was in college at UCONN, each trip out 
resulted in a new treat of a perennial for our gardens. I have come to love the displays each and 
every spring. 
 
First to bloom are always the Lamprocapnos spectabilis (Bleeding Heart), formerly called 
Dicentra spectabilis. I have both the pink and white flowering varieties. Under my tree area the 
next to show is my Pulmonaria officinalis (Lungwort). I love its beautiful blue and pink little 
flowers. It has spread around my rock making a great display. If I look closely, the European 
wild ginger starts to peek its head up at the same time. What a charmer as it blankets the area 
although I must admit it takes a while to spread. I just added Arum Italicum (Lords and Ladies) 
from our plant sale. So far, there is no show of fruit but it likes the spot. 
 

Another favorite just recently added is Polygonatum biflorum 
(Solomon’s Seal), Unfortunately, I have it hidden where it does not 
show real well. I need to move it where it show off its beautiful foliage 
perhaps around the base of a tree.  
 
Brunnera macrophylla  ‘Jack Frost’  loves to make me smile as it 
shows off its wispy display of blue flowers set against the beautiful 
foliage of silvery white and green variegated leaves.  
 
 

Others favorites to consider: 
Ligularia dentate (Leopard Plant) with its big yellow spikes. It forms nice clumps, but 
does not like sun at all. 
Lamium maculatum (Deadnettle) with pink flowers in summer, is a great ground cover all 
with with its silver and green leaves.  
Helleborus (Lenten rose) hybrids are so pretty with their delicate flowers in late winter. 
Heuchera (Coral bells) hybrids whose foliage comes in so many colors with delicate pink 
or red flowers. 
Astible chinensis (Astilbe) -what can I say? A winner all around. 

 
Keep dreaming for spring and planning for a new look in your garden.  
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A MONTH IN A YEAR OF A GARDENER 
Recently we found a CCEDC Horticulture Calendar with suggested gardening activities for each 
month of the year. Although authored many years ago, the suggestions and reminders are quite 
relevant. Gardening really has not changed that much. Each month in 2018, CCEDC Master 
Gardener volunteers will share these suggestions and add their own ideas and expertise. Happy 
reading. 
 

FEBRUARY 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Prepare your spring seed orders. 
Be realistic. The tendency is to order too much. Take a moment to add up the total number of 
seeds you have ordered as a sanity check before you hit the ‘send’ button. Also, check for 
seeds leftover from last year. Many seeds stay viable for several years. Go to Cornell’s Home 
Gardening Growing Guides to check on specifics for vegetables and flowers, or do the following 
test yourself: 1. Place ten seeds an even distance apart on a damp paper towel. Roll up the 
towel and place it in a plastic bag. 2. Leave the damp, rolled towel in a warm spot in the kitchen 
for two or three days. (The location's lighting doesn't matter.) 3. Then check the paper towel to 
see how many seeds have germinated. That same percentage will give a good indication how 
many will grow when sown for the garden.  

Check your houseplants. 
Now is a good time to see if plants have become root bound and need repotting. Choose a 
container slightly larger than the current one. Plastic containers are lighter weight and easier 
to move than a clay pot when the plant and potting mix are added. Clay pots are less likely 
to tip over when a plant becomes top heavy and the potting mix dries out.  Plants in 
unglazed clay pots usually dry out more quickly, but also benefit from reduced salts buildup. 

Check for pests and diseases. Dry air and low light in winter can be stressful for plants. Be sure 
to look at both sides of leaves. Check out this fact sheet on Houseplant Pest Management from 
CCE Rockland.   

 
 Propagate cuttings from houseplants. 
Some plants such as coleus and geranium can be propagated by 
rooting a vigorous shoot from the parent plant. Others such as African 
violets will grow from a leaf with its stem.  Read more on Propagation of 
Houseplants from CCE Suffolk.  
 

Sow basil, parsley and chives in pots for your kitchen window. 
Although its still cold outside, the sun is getting strong enough to grow some herbs indoors. 
Choose herbs that have fine roots (not those with large root systems such as Fennel). Most 
herbs need at least six hours of bright daylight or they will get spindly and have less aroma. Or 
place herbs six to twelve inches from two 40 watt, cool while fluorescent bulbs for 14 to 16 
hours. Try to keep them where daytime temperatures stay above 65-70 and night temperatures 
are above 55-60 degrees. Sow some seeds indoors now and save some to sow outdoors in 
June. Think what a treat it will be to snip fresh herbs for a garnish in April. Read more in this 
article Growing Herbs Indoors from CCE Fulton and Montgomery Counties.  

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/index.html
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/index.html
http://rocklandcce.org/resources/houseplant-pest-management
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/5534/Propagation_Of_Houseplants.pdf?1420562141
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/5534/Propagation_Of_Houseplants.pdf?1420562141
http://www.ccefm.com/readarticle.asp?ID=1441&progID=8
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Cut branches from shrubs to bloom indoors. 
Shrubs that bloom in spring already formed their buds in 
autumn. By this time of year, they have experienced 
enough time in dormancy and are just waiting for warm 
enough weather to bloom. You can trick them into 
blooming early just by bringing them indoors.  Read the 
fact sheet Forcing Trees and Shrubs for Indoor Bloom 
from CCE Oneida that includes detailed information on 
many different species. Shrubs that bloom most quickly 
include Forsythia, Pussy Willow and Spirea. This is also 
a great activity to do with kids. Learn more about Forcing 
Twigs for Indoor Bloom from CCE’s Garden Based 
Learning site.   

 

PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW BUS TRIP 
THURSDAY MARCH 8, 2017 

 
CCEDC is taking reservations for our annual bus trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show. The 
theme this year is "Wonders of Water" which will celebrate the beauty and life-sustaining 
interplay of horticulture and water. American's leading floral and garden designers will create 
tropical jungles, temperate forests, native woodlands and arid landscapes, showcasing the 
astounding plants that thrive in each environment, from exquisite orchids and flowering vines to 
luminescent desert blooms. 
 
Our trip is on Thursday, March 8, 2017. The cost is $75 per person, which includes 
transportation and admission. We will be leaving from the Farm & Home Center on Rt. 44 in 
Millbrook promptly at 8 AM and returning home at approximately 9:30 PM. Pre-registration and 
payment is required. Please call Nancy Halas at 845-677-8223 x 115 to register. Checks should 
be made out to Cornell Cooperative Extension and mailed to 2715 Rt. 44, Suite 1, Millbrook, NY 
12545 Attn: Nancy Halas. Seats will only be reserved upon payment in full. No refunds after 
February 22. Substitutions are allowed.  
 
Due to a change in policy by the Flower Show, if the trip is cancelled by the bus company due to 
weather, the price of the ticket ($26) will not be refunded. The remainder of the registration fee 
will be refunded.  
 
We are taking only one bus this year so Don’t delay- seating is limited! 
 
 

CCEDC ARLINGTON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 
 

Learn It, Grow It, Eat It! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Tuesdays April 3-24 
In four sessions taught by Dutchess County's Master Gardener volunteers, you will learn how to: 
Choose your location and prepare your site; select & grow seeds and plants; weed, mulch, thin 
and trellis; protect your site from critters; harvest! 
You will walk through step-by-step instructions for growing peas, radishes, cucumbers, beans, 
chives, carrots, onions, herbs, tomatoes, squash, peppers, beets, all kinds of greens and more. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/22994/Forcing-Trees-and-Shrubs-for-Indoor-Bloom-2013.pdf?1494103050
https://gardening.cals.cornell.edu/files/2016/07/newlogoforcing-twigs-1jdknrc-1j3zesv.pdf
https://gardening.cals.cornell.edu/files/2016/07/newlogoforcing-twigs-1jdknrc-1j3zesv.pdf
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We even provide some seed or plants so you can plant immediately. Each class provides plenty 
of time to answer your questions.   

 Class 1: Getting Started – Chris Ferrero and Gillian Leslie  
 Class 2: First Planting, Cool Weather Veggies – Victoria Rolfe and Linda DiGasper 
 Class 3: Vegetables that Need the Heat – Lorraine Seach and Gillian Leslie 
 Class4: Garden Design and 12 Easy Herbs – Gillian Leslie and Chris Ferrero  

Classes will be held Tuesdays April 3-24, 6:30-8:30. Course fee for the series is $40. Click here 
for class details. To register for course number 1231 go to Arlington High School Adult 
Education 

 
Let's Talk Trash, Home Composting and Recycling Workshop Thursday April 8 
Learn how to improve your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost. 

Did you know that 60% of solid waste is organic and can be composted? Do you understand 
how easy it is to recycle in Dutchess County? Our current recycling rate is 35% but can be 
improved. Do you know what is recyclable, compostable or just plain garbage? Would you like 
to improve your soil and support waste reduction? 

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers will help you understand how to successfully separate 
and dispose of garden and household waste, and provide training on home composting 
techniques and options.  

This class will be held Thursday, April 19, 2018, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. Course fee is $15. Click 
here for more details. To register for course number 1435 go to Arlington High School Adult 
Education 

 

VOLUNTEER AT THE ROOSEVELT HOME GARDEN 
 
The vegetable garden at the Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt National Historic Site in Hyde Park is up and 
running!  Once a nearly two acre vegetable garden for the 
Roosevelt family, this area was paved over as a parking 
lot in 1948. Over the past three years, the National Park 
Service has initiated a project to restore the garden. 
Volunteers are welcome to join in this exciting project.  
 
Informational meetings will be held for individuals interested in volunteering.  Learn about the 
history of the garden, plans for the upcoming season, long-term restoration goals, and roles for 
volunteers: Tuesday, February 20 10-11 am and Saturday, March 3, 10 - 11am. 
 
Meetings will be held at the Wallace Visitor Center at the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt on 
Route 9 in Hyde Park, NY.   
 
To register for a meeting, call Susan MacAvery, NPS Horticulturist at 845-229-4218, or email 
susan_macavery@nps.gov. All levels of gardening experience are welcome.  The tools and 
training you need will be provided. 

 
 

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
mailto:susan_macavery@nps.gov
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wednesday, February 21, 6:00 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Home 
Composting” by MG volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information visit www.laglib.org  

Wednesday, February 28, 10am, Rhinebeck Town Hall, 76 East Market St., Rhinebeck, the 
Rhinebeck Garden Club will hold its monthly meeting with Michelle Decker, who owns her own 
business, speaking on “Planning Your Garden”.   Refreshments served.  Prospective new 
members welcome.  Contact Steven Mann, 876-6892. 

Saturday, March 15, 1:00, Clinton Community Library, 1215 Centre Road, Rhinebeck, NY, 
“The Dutchess and the Deadly Garden” by CCEDC Master Gardener Donna Croshier, For 
more information visit http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ or email ClintonProgramming@gmail.com or call 
266-5530 
 
Wednesday, March 23, 6:00 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Protecting 
Your Garden from Animal Pests” by MG volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information visit 
www.laglib.org  

Tuesdays – April 3 - 24, 6:30-8:30pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, 
LaGrangeville, 12540, Learn it. Grow it. Eat it! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners.  Learn 
the basics from CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers including locating and preparing the site, 
planting seeds and transplants, maintaining the garden, and harvesting its produce. Course fee 
for the series is $40. Click here for class details. To register for course number 1231 go to 
Arlington High School Adult Education 

 
Thursday April 19, 6:30-9pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, LaGrangeville, 
12540, “Let’s Talk Trash” Home Composting and Recycling Workshop.  Learn how to improve 
your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost from CCEDC Master Gardener 
Volunteers. Course fee $15. To register for course number 1435 go to Arlington High School 
Adult Education 

 
SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details. 

 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 NYSIPM: Hops on Top 

 NYSIPM: One bug at a time: how biocontrol helps you, even in winter 

 NYSIPM: Ticks and the Freezing Weather 

 Audubon: Great Backyard Bird Count 
 

http://www.laglib.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
mailto:ClintonProgramming@gmail.com
http://www.laglib.org/
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/01/31/hops-on-top/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/01/23/one-bug-at-a-time-how-biocontrol-helps-you-even-in-winter/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/01/05/ticks-and-the-freezing-weather/
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/about-great-backyard-bird-count
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                                                       
This bug, on a warm day last November 25, was 
in the wrong season on the wrong plant. It is a 
lily leaf beetle, on sage, about 2 feet from a 
stand of Lilium asiatic (Asiatic lilies) which were 
long gone for the winter. Poor, confused beetle.  

We received this sample for identification 
this week. It is an evergreen vine which  
grows in full sun to full shade with a height of 
20-40 feet. It has aggressively climbed up 
and all around a large tree. Do you know 
what it is?  

 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted through our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

