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Dear Friends, 

As we look back over the success Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cattaraugus County has seen in 2017, we must take a        

moment to express our gratitude to all those who have helped to contribute to this success. Our sincere thanks go out to our 

staff, the County Legislature, elected officials from across the county, our Board of Directors, volunteers, parents, program    

participants, partner organizations, individuals, schools and the many local businesses who have all contributed to our programs 

being successfully delivered in Cattaraugus County. 

During 2017 we continued to experience change and growth. As with any organization, there will always be challenges to face as 

we strive to meet the needs of our participants and the community. The dedication we see, on a daily basis, to the Extension 

Program, is something we are very proud of.  

Our staff expanded by 2 positions in 2017; an additional 4-H Educator and a fulltime EFNEP Nutrition Educator. The addition of a 

4-H position allowed us to focus our efforts into animal and non-animal programing. This change allowed both programs to grow 

and allowed us to focus on some afterschool activities, shooting sports, Ag Literacy, horticulture, fiber science, dog obedience 

and chick hatching. We celebrated a new partnership with Dr. Anthony Evans at the Cattaraugus Youth Bureau to grow an   

afterschool 4-H Program and bring additional 4-H programing and character development opportunities to the youth in our 

community. Our new EFNEP Educator greatly expanded the reach of the nutritional programs we offer to families in the county.  

A new focus of our family nutritional programs in 2017 was on grandparents who are raising their grandchildren. 

Our beautiful town of Ellicottville was selected as the location to host the New York State 4-H Conference in October. We were 

thrilled to welcome fellow 4-H Educators from across New York State to Cattaraugus County and have our Legislative            

Chairwoman Paula Stockman present the opening remarks. 

Agricultural efforts continue to grow in Cattaraugus County with Harvest NY and our Cornell Vegetable and Lake Erie Regional 

Grape Program. 

This report will provide you an overview of the many things that took place this year. We look forward to the coming year and 

the opportunity to continue to market and expand our programs and opportunities to the residents of our community.  

We are very proud to represent Cornell Cooperative Extension in Cattaraugus County and remain committed to our “Mission” of 

helping the residents of our county to improve their quality of life by providing the tools and opportunities to put knowledge to 

work. 

Suzann Tighe   Diane Clayson 

Executive Director  Board President 
Cover Photo~ Cornell Cooperative Extension of           

Cattaraugus County began a new tradition in 2016. In  

trying to select the perfect cover photo for our annual   

report we realized the many beautiful photographs we had 

from our local 4-H children that were shown at the        

Cattaraugus County Fair and the New York State Fair. We 

felt it was a wonderful way to honor the hard work and 

talent we see every day from our 4-H members. We are 

proud to present the 2017 Cattaraugus County Annual 

Report Cover Photo taken by Madelynn Bierfeldt.      

Madelynn is 11 and from   Allegany, NY she has been a    

4-H member for 3 years. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cattaraugus County Financial Support 2017

Federal Other County State

22%27%

25%

26%

Our Mission: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension puts 

knowledge to work in pursuit of economic 

vitality, ecological sustainability and social 

well-being. We bring local experience and 

research based solutions together, helping 

New York State families and communities 

thrive in our rapidly changing world. 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Assoc. Cattaraugus County 

Estimate of Operational Funding 2017 

 

   

    

COUNTY   

  County Appropriation  178,000.00 

  County Youth Bureau Agree-  48,000.00 

  County Agreements/Contracts 
County  400.00 

  226,400.00 

   

FEDERAL   

  Federal SNAP-Ed Grant  61,835.00 

  EFNEP  89,500.00 

  Smith/Lever  9,450.00 

  160,785.00 

   

STATE   

  State 224  39,385.00 

  Fringe Benefits  157,801.00 

  197,186.00 

   

OTHER SOURCES   

  Other Grants/Contracts  500.00 

  Contributions  12,800.35 

  Program Fees  11,500.00 

  Advertising/Subscription In-  4,140.00 

  Enterprises and interest   2,078.27 

  Sales - Fund Raising/Market  128,000.00 

  Sales - Fund Raising/Other  41,950.00 

  200,968.62 

   

Total Operations Funding   785,339.62 

Our Partnerships: 

Supported by a federal, state, and local    

government partnership, the national land 

grant system, and  Cornell University, CCE's 

professional staff engages New Yorkers in 

research, outreach and educational programs 

that transform communities. These resources 

are   distributed through our local              

Cattaraugus County Extension Program 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Youth Development 

4-H is the largest youth development organization in the nation.  The 4-H program provides youth   the            

opportunity to develop essential life skills that help them build self confidence and the leadership skills needed 

for success. 

With the countless opportunities that this organization offers, youth involved in the program can build  life skills to 

be used as they become the makers, doers, and leaders of tomorrow.  

Cattaraugus County is home to over 400 4-H members across the county who participate a multitude of pro-

grams all year round. The 4-H program has seen our numbers increase from 257 to 407 enrolled 4-H members  

since our reorganization in 2015.  Cattaraugus County provides opportunities for youth to select from a variety of 

programs that provide educational opportunities as well as leadership, communication, teamwork, and character 

development. Most importantly 4-H provides opportunities to work with dedicated adult mentors and make friend-

ships that can last a lifetime.  

Numerous 4-H program areas are offered in the county and are divided into animal and non-animal programing. 

The programs include, but are not limited to, the market and breeding animal projects, animal science programs, 

family and consumer science programs, educational career based opportunities, environmental or nature based 

programs, horticulture programs, shooting sports, public speaking, Ag education, nutrition, community service 

and countless other positive youth development opportunities. 

Shooting Sports 

Thanks to the Board of Directors, some incredible volunteers and the financial support of the Justin Corbet     

Memorial Shooting Sports Foundation Inc., Cattaraugus County was able to establish a Shooting Sports Pro-

gram in the spring of 2017. Our current focus is archery. 

 Cattaraugus County now has 4 certified volunteers in the Archery discipline. 

 About 20 youth, ages 8-16 actively participate in practice shoots at cooperating facilities in both the spring 

(outdoors) and winter (indoors) months.  

 This program is seeing consistent new growth with members and volunteers. 

 



 

The Cattaraugus County Fair and Youth Market Sale 

The Cattaraugus County Fair is the highlight of the year for many 4-H members and their families 

as they celebrate the grand finale of another successful year. 

Over 250 4-H members participated in this year’s county fair. 

The 2017 Youth Market Sale program teaches young farmers all aspects of raising an animal, pre-

paring it for market,  budgeting their funds and marketing their animal to prospective buyers who 

must come to the fair to view and bid. In 2017, 135 4-H members raised and then sold 178 animals. 

The sale brought in $151,573.05. This sale represents an increase $24,573 over 2016. The money 

goes back to each participant many use it to begin their next project, while others use it for further-

ing their education.  

In 2017 4-H members exhibited well over 900 projects in the Youth Development Building. This 

number represented an approximate 49% increase over 2016. The quality of our local entries was 

outstanding. 

The Great New York State Fair in Syracuse is the next step for 4-H members who competed at the 

county level.  

Cattaraugus County had 37 individuals compete at the 2017 NY State Fair in the Horse, Goat, 

Sheep, Swine, and Dairy programs with their animals.  

130 projects from the Youth Building were then selected to go on and compete at the NY State 

Fair. Three Best of Show awards were presented to our Cattaraugus County 4-Hers in the          

horticulture and vegetable categories. We extend our sincere appreciation to Mr. Jack Searles and 

the County Legislature for assisting us with a van to transport the 4-H projects to Syracuse.  

 

FACS Committee (Family and Consumer Sciences) 

Thanks to some very dedicated volunteers and 4-H Alumni our Fiber Science is a program is back 

and growing. Our 4-H members are working with fabrics and fibers in many ways. Cattaraugus held 

their first Fashion Review in May 2017. Fashion Review is for 4-Hers of all ages to create a        

project such as a pillowcase, pajamas, formal gowns or other clothing items. The children then 

model their creations and explain the methods and practices they used in making their project. 

They are individually judged on the quality of their work. 

9 participants worked diligently for months completing their projects.  

One participant was selected and competed at the Western District Fashion Review in June, held in 

Chautauqua County.  

Numerous workshops are held during the year at the Extension Office, to encourage and assist our 

boys and girls to get involved in this very educational and diverse program.   

 

 

 



Public Presentations 

Our 4-H Public Presentations Program contributes to the educational development our 4-H     

members.  4-H members build their confidence, skill and career readiness by  enhancing their  

ability to present and speak in front of others with enthusiasm and poise. Public Presentations are 

often discussed with 4-H Alumni, who say that they  had an edge above their peers in both college 

and their professional careers due to skills learned in the Public  Presentations Program. 

74 members participated at the county level in February. 

12 were selected to participate in the District Competition in Erie County. 

8 were selected to participate in Regional Horse Communications in Allegany County. 

1 member was selected from Regional Horse to compete in the State Horse Communications 

Competition as well as a special invitation to do the presentation at the NY State Fair.  

 

4-H Members Are: 

 4X more likely to make contributions to their communities (Grades 7-12) 

 2X more likely to be civically active (Grades 8-12) 

 2X more likely to make healthier choices (Grade 7) 

 2X more likely to participate in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 

programs during out-of-school time (Grades 10-12) 

 Girls in 4-H are 2X more likely (Grade 10) and 3X more likely (Grade 12) to take part in science 

programs compared to girls in other out-of-school time activities. 



4-H Career Explorations  

Career Explorations is a three-day event for youth that takes place right on the  Cornell   University 

campus. The purpose of this program is to provide youth with exposure to academic fields and  

career exploration, to  develop leadership skills, to provide hands-on experience in a  college    

setting and to introduce  them to Cornell University.   The event is made up of two grade specific 

tracts: University U for youth  entering grades 8 - 9 and Focus for Teens for youth entering grades 

10-12. University U exposes youth to a variety of program areas . Focus for Teens allows 

participants to select a specific  interest area.   Topics included Women in Science, Where Life and 

Engineering Meet, Astronomy and Environmental Engineering. 

We are thrilled to share that Cattaraugus County, in 2017,  sent the largest delegation of children 

in all of New York State to participate. 

46 youth accompanied by 5 chaperones attended this wonderful extravaganza. Every child from 

Cattaraugus County received some form of scholarship to attend this event. We are most grateful 

to the generosity of Olean & Arcade Tractor Supply Stores, The Liberty Partnership, Cornell      

University, and CCE of Cattaraugus County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the first time, Cattaraugus County had four Teen Leaders apply and be selected to engage in a  

special leadership training program prior to Career Ex. Three were able to accept this incredible 

opportunity and attended a Leadership Retreat in February. They were on assignment for the    

entire Career Exploration Program in June, working with over 400 young people from across NYS.  

They were exemplary representatives of Cattaraugus County. 



Pheasant Raise and Release Program 

Pheasant hunting has a long tradition as one the most popular small game hunting activities in New 

York. DEC's Small Game Hunter Survey indicates that about 23,000 hunters harvest over 50,000 

pheasants statewide, while spending almost 106,000 days afield annually. According to the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service 2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation, 

small game hunters spent approximately $600 per person per year on trip and equipment related     

expenses in 2006, contributing millions of dollars to the state economy. 

The DEC, in cooperation with Cattaraugus County Cooperative Extension, held an educational      

workshop last winter for all those interested in the Pheasant Raise and Release program. Over 545 

pheasants were distributed to Cattaraugus County program participants. Cattaraugus County           

Extension placed one of the largest orders in New York State. This figure represents nearly a 50     

percent increase in this important hunting program in our county. 

DEC has a long history of propagating pheasants to help meet the demand for pheasant hunting      

opportunity. Wild populations of this introduced species have reached all-time lows. Without           

propagation and release  programs by DEC and private entities, pheasant hunting opportunities would 

not exist in New York State. 



Our year in pictures 



Our year in pictures 





Cornell Cooperative Extension Vegetable Team 

Cornell Vegetable Program Specialists from left to right:  Robert Hadad, Judson Reid, Christy Hoepting, Julie Kikkert and Darcy Telenko. 

Cornell Vegetable Program 

The Cornell Vegetable Program is a Cornell Cooperative Extension Regional Agriculture Team that serves the commercial vegeta-
ble, greenhouse, potato and dry bean industries in a 13-county region of Western, NY. As a participating county in the Cornell Veg-
etable Program, farms in Cattaraugus Co. have access to the five vegetable specialists and their support staff. Growers can take 
advantage of more than 100 educational meetings and presentations offered throughout the Cornell Vegetable Program region 
yearly. Farms that enroll in the program receive 25 issues of the award-winning VegEdge newsletter, packed full of useful pest 
management and other cutting edge information to help growers reach the maximum potential on their farms. Our vegetable spe-
cialists conduct on-farm research throughout the region.  Some activities and projects in Cattaraugus Co. over the past year in-
clude: 

 The 2017 WNY Fresh Market Winter Vegetable Meeting, held at CCE-Cattaraugus on February 9th.  Program topics included an 
update on wildlife management, high tunnel nutrient management update, vegetable disease updates including the new iPiPE 
Program in vegetables, new Climate Smart Farming Tools, cover crops and soil health, an update on Food Safety and Moderni-
zation Act and what you need to do for your farm, and other regional research and program updates.  

 Sweet corn insect trap site, as part of the statewide trapping network. Informs growers of pest threats as part of an Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) program on their farm. 

 Cattaraugus research site for a project to manage swede midge, a tiny insect pest of broccoli and related crops. Larvae of this 
insect eat the growing tips of the plant, causing brown scars, twisted growth and unmarketable heads. 

 High tunnel greenhouse site as part of a statewide project to determine Best Management Practices for soil health and nutri-
ent management. Vegetable growers participating in this project have improved their ability to manage soil and nutrients 
through reduced and more targeted fertility inputs and incorporation of practices like cover cropping to scavenge nutrients 
and increase soil organic matter. In the first year of the project, growers reported an average increase in net high tunnel in-
come of 13.3% over the previous growing season. 

 Vegetable crop scouting for insects and diseases such as late blight in tomato and potato. Our vegetable specialists are on top 
of what is happening in the field and report the information in the VegEdge newsletter weekly and in a national database 
called the IPIPE project.  



 

Eat Smart New York (ESNY) / Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program-Education (SNAP-Ed):  
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Western Region Eat Smart New York (ESNY) program provides evidence-based       
nutrition education classes and events in local communities on a variety of topics like: healthy eating on a budget, smart 
shopping for vegetables and fruit, basic cooking and food safety skills, meal planning, wise beverage choices, and     
balancing calories eaten with physical activity as part of a healthy lifestyle. 
 
Eat Smart New York programming returned to Cattaraugus County in December 2016 when Nutritionist Aaron 
Dominesey joined the CCE Cattaraugus staff. 
 
ESNY educational presentations for youth, adults and senior citizens were conducted at locations throughout             
Cattaraugus County in 2017. Aaron could be found teaching in schools, grocery stores, libraries, low income housing 
sites, food pantries, soup kitchens, community centers, Job Readiness Training Centers, churches, the YMCA, and at 
the Cattaraugus County Department of Social Services. He also regularly provided displays, recipes, and food tastings, 
along with education, at farmers markets, wellness fairs, and other community events. The simple to make recipes he 
used always used easy to find, low cost ingredients and focused on locally grown produce.  
 
The ESNY 2017 programming goal was for 580 people to submit an “Intent to Change” form, indicating their intent to 
make positive behavioral changes as a result of what they learned. Aaron more than exceeded that goal with 1000 SNAP 
recipients submitting “Intent to Change” forms this year. An additional 7000 people participated in indirect educational 
events.  
 
ESNY is also involved in many Policy, Systems and Environmental change initiatives, like “Smarter Lunchrooms’, 
‘Healthy Corner Stores’, ‘At the Stop to Good Health’, and ‘Grow on the Go’, some of which will roll out in Cattaraugus 
County in 2018.  
 
ESNY is funded by the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) which is           
committed to reducing food insecurity and hunger, fostering self-sufficiency, and improving health outcomes 
for low-income New Yorkers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) is a federally funded program through the United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture and National Institute of Food and Agriculture (USDA NIFA) offering nutrition education to limited income families 

and youth in all 50 states, as well as, U.S. Territories. Cornell Cooperative Extension delivers this program to the residents of Cat-

taraugus County. 

Our EFNEP team consists of 2 fulltime Nutrition Educators 

In the 2016 – 2017 fiscal year, 135 adults were enrolled into our program. 

Participants receive a series of 8 to 10 free sessions, where they learn to make nutritious food choices.  Through these interactive 

lessons, they are able to improve the nutritional quality of meals and snacks served to their families.  Safety, preparation, storage, 

sanitation and managing of food budget (including resources from federal, state and local agencies and organizations) are skills that 

are also learned.  Physical activity and overall health are also addressed in a learn-by-doing approach. 

Partners throughout the county include, but are not limited to: WIC, STRAWWs, Jefferson House, Zafron House, Cattaraugus Com-

munity Action, Department of Social Services and Catholic Charities/Kinship Caregivers. 

Our EFENP Team participated in many community events such as the Farmers Markets, the Food Pantries, Health Fairs at our Local 

Schools and the County Fair, to name a few, allowing us to interact with residents and make them aware of our services.  

Staff also participated in additional training opportunities including honing our food preparation skills and experimenting with foods 

from other cultures that some of our participants are accustomed to.   

A new focus of our EFENP Program this year was on grandparents who are raising their grandchildren. Services for this growing 

segment of our population are vital in Cattaraugus County. We have experienced success in working with the grandparents, while  4-

H has focused on working with the children. A Win-Win for all involved.  This will be a focus 2018. 



 

 

 

 

 

2017 Board of Directors 

Diane Clayson, President 

Nathan Blesy, Vice President 

Kelly Reed, Treasurer 

Stephanie Carter, Secretary 

  Carl George      Holly Lemke    

  Susan LaBuhn, Legislator    Norm Marsh    

  Joseph Pillittere      Don Telaak    

  Don Wild 

  Extension Specialist     Renee Lynn Smith 

Agriculture Program 

  Don Wild      Nathan Blesy 

  Carl George      Don Telaak 

4-H Program Committee 

  Rebecca Austin      Herb Buffum 

  Diane Clayson       Sandy Goddard   

  Laura Land      Priscilla Snider 

Cattaraugus County Animal Project Chairs 

  Eric Clayson, Livestock Chair    Sherry Charlesworth, Livestock Secretary 

  Dean/Amy Hayes, Swine    Becky Visnesky, Swine  

  Karla Hanft, Beef      Bryan Bailey, Dairy   

  Amanda Elscholz, Dairy Steer    Kerri Martin, Dairy 

  Marcia Stang, Sheep     Cheri Stady, Horse 

  Michele Conhiser, Goat     Kristen Dunham, Horse 

  Alisha Hurlburt, Goat     Linda Murphy, Poultry   

  Patti Dechow, Rabbit     Rebecca Austin, Alpaca  

  Lynn Telaak, Dog     Ardyth Van Scoy, Dog   

   

    



2017 Youth Development Committee 

  Herb Buffum      Priscilla Snider   

      Laura Land 

 

2017 Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) Committee 

  Laura Land      Priscilla Snider 

  Sharon Wild      Nancy Olejniczak 

      Sandra Goddard      

     

2017 Shooting Sports 

    Herb Buffum, Chair      

Matt Lee, Certified Archery Instructor 

  James Snider, Certified Archery Instructor  

Katherine Benatovich, Certified Archery Instructor 

 

2017 Cattaraugus County Staff 

  Suzann Tighe-Cushman    Executive Director   

  Abigail Luzier     4-H Educator    

  Christine Terhune     EFNEP Educator  

  Gayle Patterson     EFNEP Educator   

  Aaron Dominesy     SNAP Educator   

  Tamara Bacho     Office Administrator 

  

 

 



Cornell Vegetable Program 

  Dr. Julie Kikkert, Team Leader    

  Christy Hoepting, Onions/Cabbage   

  Judson Reid, Small Farms/Greenhouse  

  Robert Hadad, Fresh Market 

  Carol MacNeil, Soil Health 

  Darcy Telenko, Western Region/Fresh Market/Veg/Weed Management 

 

Lake Erie Regional Grape Program 

  Tim Weigle, IPM-Team Leader 

  Kevin Martin, Business Management 

  Luke Haggerty, Vitriculture 



Putting knowledge to 

work in 

 Cattaraugus County 

28 Parkside Drive 

Ellicottville, NY 14731 

Photo by Lexi Blesy 


