
Fall 2017 Compost Notes
Dear Composters:

I was hoping for a normal growing season after the drought of 2016, 
but this year brought too much rain.  This created some composting 
challenges with the bins I manage both at work and at home.  
I usually don’t bother covering my bins during the warmer months 
because evaporation helps keep the contents from becoming too 
wet.  This year any compost bin or pile without a cover was likely to 
get saturated.  If you haven’t checked the moisture in your compost 
lately, now is a good time to check it and add dry leaves, straw or 
other dry carbon source to soak up excessive moisture.

On Saturday, October 21, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  we’ll have a com-
posting demonstration at the Binghamton Regional Farmers Market.  
Stop by to learn some tips for successful composting and enjoy all the 
other market attractions. 

Cheers,

Kevin Mathers, Extension Educator 

(607) 584-5013, kjm8@cornell.edu

www.ccebroomecounty.com 

Ask Dr. Compost

I’m finding matted layers of leaves that have not broken down in my 
compost.  How do I prevent this?

Composting whole leaves can be challenging because they can form 
dense matted layers that prevent air and water movement.  Large 
leaves from trees such as oak and maple are more prone to matting 
than small leaves.  Matted clumps of leaves are very slow to decom-
pose, and breaking up the clumps after they’ve formed is a tedious 
task. There are a couple of ways to avoid or at least minimize the 
clumping.

Shred the leaves with a leaf shredder, a leaf blower/vacuum, or your 
lawn mower.  Shredding leaves also reduces their volume and cre-
ates more surface area which speeds the rate of decay. 

Another option is to rake up leaves after they have thoroughly dried 
out and store them in plastic bags, garbage cans or under a tarp to 
keep them dry.  Dry leaves are less likely to form mats, especially if 
they are crushed prior to adding them to the compost bin. 

Composting Coffee Grounds

With over 80 percent of US citizens drinking an average of 3 cups 
a day we are generating tons of coffee grounds.  Yes, tons.   Cindy 
Wise, who coordinates compost volunteers for the Oregon State Uni-
versity Extension Service, estimates that her volunteers have collect-
ed and composted over 80 tons of coffee grounds since they started 
the project in 2001.   continued on back side:
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Contrary to some public opinions, coffee grounds are not acidic, most of the acid in the beans ends 
up in the coffee.  They are an excellent source of nitrogen for your compost.  Mixing coffee grounds 
with leaves and other yard/garden trimmings high in carbon will help speed up the decay of these 
other materials, and may help achieve a hot compost.  The volunteers from Oregon State University 
Extension found that mixing in about 25 percent coffee grounds by volume with other fresh compost 
ingredients helped maintain hot composting temperatures for two weeks.  While grounds from many 
coffee shops are already being collected, there are more grounds going to waste, especially from the 
workplace.  Think about collecting these and turning them into “black gold” for your gardens. 

Composting Leaves with “Tar Spot” and other Diseases 

This year many Norway maple tree leaves were infected with a 
fungal disease commonly called tar spot.  Other tree leaf diseases 
were also conspicuous this year due the wet, humid conditions that 
prevailed throughout the growing season.  A study by Dr. George 
Hudler of Cornell University concluded that leaves infected with tar 
spot can be composted as long as they are not left on the top of the 
compost until next spring.  Diseased leaves left on the top could end 
up releasing more tar spot spores in the spring.   While Dr. Hudler’s 
study focused on tar spot disease, the recommendations hold for other diseased leaves too.  It is good 
practice to turn the contents of your compost bin or pile before trees begin leafing out in the spring.  

   

     Upcoming Events at CCE of Broome County

Dividing Perennials, September 28th, 6:00 p.m.

Learn how to dig and divide perennial plants so you can gain more plants and reap the ben-
efits of proper garden maintenance.  Participants will work hands-on with Master Gardeners to 
learn the proper techniques for dividing plants (please bring gloves).  This class is $15 per person, 
and pre-registration is required.  To register call (607) 584-9966, or visit: https://reg.cce.cornell.
edu/2017summergardening-2_203.

Worm Composting Workshop, October 12th, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

This workshop for Broome County residents provides all the information and materials needed to 
start a simple worm composting system.  Participants will receive a worm container made from a 
plastic tote bin, complete with bedding and some starter worms.  Space is limited to 15 households 
(one bin per household), and you must attend the workshop to receive a bin.  Pre-registration is re-
quired.  Please call (607) 584-9966 to register.  

Home Composting Demonstration, October 21st, 9:00a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Visit our home composting demonstration at the Regional Farmer’s Market at CCE-Broome County.  
We’ll be demonstrating hot composting, handy composting tools, worm composting, and have a 
hands-on compost activity for children.  Enjoy all the Farmer’s Market has to offer and gain some tips 
for successful home composting.  
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