
 

Organizational Leader and Parents of Independent Members 

 
It’s Public Presentation Time! 

 

When former members of 4-H are asked what helped them the most in preparing for their adult 

years, the answer was doing public presentations because it prepared them to organize information 

and be able to get up in front of a group at work, in the community or at a club meeting and feel 

comfortable.  With this in mind, the 4-H Program Committee decided that everyone in 4-H should 

do a presentation each year, whether it is at the county or club level. Remember, a 4-Her’s total 

involvement in 4-H is considered when selecting for most awards and trips. 
 

ALL 4-H members ages 8 and up as of January 1, 2018 are required to participate in the 

public presentation program to receive their project completion sticker on their 

certificate.  Cloverbuds are strongly encouraged to do a presentation but it is not 

mandatory.  In addition to the County presentations, there is another option of presenting 

at a Club Meeting and being “judged” by one of the leaders of the club.  If you are an 

independent member, you can give your presentation to family and friends and have a parent 

complete the club level evaluation form.  The Club Presentation is meant to be just a stepping 

stone for a year or two, and the member should then attend the county level event.  A club 

level presentation does NOT make a 4-H member eligible to be selected to participate in 

District Public Presentations. 
 

 

Changes for 2018: 

 
 NEW Evaluation Forms  

 

Last year Steuben County and Finger Lakes District changed to the Evaluation 

Forms Used at the State Level. 

 

This year the Club Evaluation form is changing to the NYS form. 
  

There will be a Public Presentation Workshop to train leaders, parents, and 

judges on Saturday, January 20 from 10:00-11:30 at the 4-H Office (CCE 

Learning Center)  

 

Also last year a New Category was added:  Interviews  for older 4-H members 

 

Look for more information here:  http://putknowledgetowork.org/4-h-youth/4-h-

program-areas/public-presentations 
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If you are a leader or parent that needs help preparing 4-Hers for public 

presentations:  Contact Loree las65@cornell.edu  or 607.583.3186 or 607.664.2300 

to set up a meeting time or to ask questions.   
 

A planning worksheet for members can be found on the 4-H website 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/8914/presplansheet.p

df?1433537958 
 

County Public Presentation Day: 

 
General and Horse Public Presentations 

Saturday, February 24, 2017 

at the Steuben County Office Building. 

 
General Presentations including general horse*:   Time 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m.-

3:00p.m.   

*If you are doing a horse presentation and do not want to go to be considered for Regional 

Horse Communications, you can sign up for morning or afternoon.  Register on the General 

Public Presentation Form. 
 

Horse Presentations to Qualifying for Regional Horse Communications: 1:00-3:00 only.  

If you want to be considered for Regional Horse Communications sign up on the Horse Presentations 

Form. 

 
To register a club or an independent member please complete the form for the General 

Presentations and/or the one for the Horse Presentations.  The registration forms are 

attached to this email, found on the website at: http://putknowledgetowork.org/4-h-

youth/4-h-program-areas/public-presentations or as an insert in the Steubenite. 

 

Send reservations by mail, email or fax (607-776-9103) to the CCE office by Friday, February 

16, 2018. 

 

 

Keep Reading for more information: 
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Steuben County Public Presentations 

4-H Public Presentations is a program in which youth learn to create a presentation and develop 

the skills needed to present it before an audience. They learn about the research process and the 

steps needed to organize information into an interesting and creative presentation.  The public 

presentation program is one of the most beneficial and rewarding 4-H experiences. It is the one 

most often credited by 4-H alumni as having given them an edge above peers in both college and 

professional careers.  

Public Presentations: 

 provides a unique opportunity to develop a positive self-concept and poise,  

 gain self-confidence before a group, 

 learn to express ideas clearly,  

 respond spontaneously to questions 

 gain subject matter knowledge. 

Through a progressive series of communication activities youth learn to express themselves and 

their ideas. New skills and more emphasis on delivery and “showmanship” are introduced each 

year. 

Types of presentations include Cloverbud presentations, demonstrations, illustrated talks, formal 

speeches, horse communications, interview, impromptu, and creative communications such as 

dramatic interpretation/ recitation.   Presentation training starts at the club level. Countywide 

public presentation workshops are conducted by 4-H staff or experienced volunteers. Training 

materials are available from the 4-H office or at http://putknowledgetowork.org/4-h-youth/4-h-

program-areas/public-presentations  

Public Presentation Days 

Growth in communication skills requires practice and coaching. Public events called “Public 

Presentation Day” provide both. Here, 4-H members give their presentations in front of a small 

audience (usually other 4-H’ers and parents) and are evaluated by an experienced volunteer or 4-

H teen. After each presentation the evaluator consults with the presenter offering praise, 

encouragement and suggestions for “making the best better.” Local Presentation Days are open 

to all members. Participation in presentation events at district and state levels are by invitation 

with achievement at the local level being one of the criteria. 

 

Presentation Types for Regular 4-H Members 
 At the county and district level, the following types of presentations will be accepted for evaluation.  

They are:  

1.  Illustrated Talk is a speech with visual aids; knowledge given is the end product. This is the 

same evaluation form as the Demonstration Presentation.  

2.  Demonstration shows the audience how to do something with the help of visual aids. There is 

an actual finished product. This type of presentation uses the same evaluation form, as the 

Illustrated Talk. 

3. Public Speaking  is a formal speech to inform the audience; no visuals are used. 

4.  Impromptu is a formal speech that is prepared immediately before the presentation given with 

a limited amount of preparation time (15 minutes) after being assigned the topic. 
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Impromptu's have their own evaluation form with emphasis on the skill of speaking and 

thinking "on your feet".   This is offered at the local and district level only. 

5. Recitation is a reading or acting out of a written material. It also has it's own evaluation form 

with emphasis on assisting the audience to understand the meaning and feeling behind that 

work. 
6. Dramatic Interpretation – The presenter or team delivers a re-enactment of a piece of scripted 

material. The content can be taken from plays, movies, sketches, and monologues – dramatic or comedic. 

This form of presentation, by definition, should include props and costumes. Props need to be simple and 

minimal, not detracting from the strength of the presenter(s). 

 

7. College or Job Interview New for 2017. Prepare a resume and engage in a simulated interview  

process.  This is for the older 4-Her who would like to practice and get feedback before a real interview.  

If you are interested call the 4-H office for more details.  For forms http://putknowledgetowork.org/4-h-

youth/4-h-program-areas/public-presentations  

 

Just for Cloverbuds  
Show & Tell: A simple show & tell to help relieve jitters. This is a lead-up activity that “readies” the 

young Cloverbud for participation in the Public Presentation program.  

Demonstration: The presenter shows how to do, make or prepare something one step at a time. Models 

or illustrations may be used as needed to explain information, show the steps in the process being 

demonstrated, or show a larger scale replica of something that is too small for the audience to see.  

A special Cloverbud Comment Sheet is used (no ratings or scores are given) and a dialogue between the 

member and either an adult or teen listener takes place, providing motivation and praise Emphasis is on 

self-expression and helping the member feel comfortable speaking to a small group of peers and adults. 

Cloverbuds cannot advance to District level presentations.  

Introductions  
At this level an Introduction should consist of “My name is _________, I am ____ years old” and telling 

the title of his/her presentation or introducing the presentation: “The title of my presentation is “How to 

Make a Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich” or “I am going to show you how to make a peanut butter and 

jelly sandwich.”  

At this age and level the 4-Her’s introduction should be brief and simple. It should serve to make him/her 

feel comfortable (accomplished by being able to say a few things about him/herself), help in getting the 

words started, and begin the training process of starting with an Introduction.  

 
 

Basic Guidelines For Presenters 

 
1.Presentations should be a minimum of 5 to 15 minutes, with the exception of those youth who are doing 

an impromptu presentation, and then the presentation should be at least 3 minutes to 8 minutes. 

Cloverbuds: 1 to 3 minutes. 

 

Introduce Yourself:   At the county level, there are no room hosts to introduce the presenter so each 

presenter needs to introduce themselves.  State name, how many years in 4-H, and how many 

presentations they have done.  Can include club if want. 

 

 Introduce the Topic:   The presenter then needs to introduce the topic.  This needs to get the attention of 

the audience.  
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2. Note cards need to be used appropriately. They are to be used as an outline or for specific factual 

information. They are NOT to be read or depended upon. They should not interrupt the flow of the 

presentation. If you have memorized the presentation or can follow along with your poster, you do not 

have to use note cards.  

3. Presenters will have to supply all their own materials. Tables and easels are provided.  

4. Presenters should be well groomed. If your attire is an integral part of your presentation, then you 

should mention your dress in your opening introduction. No faded or torn jeans and slogan t-shirts, 

please.  

5. Do not use containers showing brand names. A separate container may be used or just covering the 

name is sufficient.  

6. The source of your information must be given. If you included it during the introduction and body of 

the presentation, it needs to be restated at the conclusion of the presentation. If you used the Internet, you 

need to share the specific website(s). To say the Internet would be similar to saying the library. We would 

want to know what book or what website source.  If you used a book or pamphlet bring it to show.  

7. Presenters with special limitations or challenges are encouraged to inform the evaluator beforehand so 

they can appreciate the effort that was needed for the completion of this task.  

8. SMILE!! Judges are really nice people and they understand how you feel. They are there to help you, 

not criticize you.  

9. On the day of presentations 4-H members can observe presentations on different subjects and types of 

presentations. It is recommended that presenter stay for some time so that all 4-H’er have an audience and 

to learn from others. 

10. When answering questions at the end of your presentation, the demonstrator should repeat the 

question before giving the answer.  This helps everyone in the room to hear the questions. 

11. Should a presentation include the use of a live animal(s), the presenter is responsible for clean up and 

sanitization of the presentation area, making it suitable for the next presenter.  If domestic animals will 

remain in the building during the event, they need to be crated.  Please check with the county 4-H office 

before bringing an animal as we need to get permission from the County to bring in live animals  

 

 

 
 

 


