
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties 
Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

 
Present:  Cathi Annese, Brent Zimmerman, Nicole Bliss, Jane Miller, James Story, Art Bassin, Don MacCormack, Mike McCrary, 
Joe Behn, Gene Hatton 
Absent: Nate Chittenden, Ginger Benedict, Bonnie Davis, Sandra Gardner, Alicia McCagg, Bruce Meyers, Fari Raad  
Staff:  Chuck Brooks, Angela Tallarico, Marilyn Wyman, Evon Antonio, Jonathan Ment 
Guest:  Bryan Frisbee 
 
Cathi Annese, Association President, called the meeting to order at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Jane Miller moved to accept the board agenda; Nicole Bliss seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

 
James Story moved to approve the June 6, 2017 meeting minutes; Jane Miller seconded.  Approved unanimously.  
     
Cathi introduced Bryan Frisbee.  The nominating committee recommends Bryan be appointed to the board to fill a vacant 
position through December 31, 2017.  Bryan introduced himself and spoke about his background.  Nicole Bliss moved that 
Cathi appoint Bryan Frisbee to the board; Don MacCormack seconded.  Approved unanimously.    
      
Standing Committee Reports 
 

Executive Committee (met 7/10), Cathi Annese – will report in Executive Session.  
 
Finance and Human Resources Committee (met 6/27), James Story, Treasurer 
1. James reported that the committee discussed the ramifications of the loss of anticipated DEC grant funds in 2017 

budget.  Committee discussed many options.  Evon Antonio, finance manager, reported that the association is 
currently looking at a potential year-end deficit of 71K.  (Joe Behn joined the meeting).  Details on open positions, 
expenses, etc. were discussed.  End of year final decision may be needed to use a portion of the designated funds 
or general fund.  

2. May financial statements - Mike McCrary moved to accept the statements; Jane Miller seconded.  Approved 
unanimously.   
  
Mike thanked Evon for the work he did in analyzing the impact of the financial losses.   

 
Financial Development Committee, Cathi Annese, Chair 
• Cathi again encouraged the board members to attend, sponsor and/or obtain gift certificates for the fundraising 

dinner cruise on August 19. 
 

• New staff member Jonathan Ment, communications coordinator, was introduced to the board.   

Facilities Committee, Chuck gave a brief update on the facilities. 
      
Nominating Committee   

Committee Chair, Nicole Bliss, reported that the committee will continue to focus on the three board openings for terms 
starting January 1, 2018.   

 
Program Advisory Committees   

Parenting, Nutrition & Special Projects, Don MacCormack, Chair – the committee held a brief meeting with staff.  Mostly 
introductions and primer on programs.   
 
Community & Economic Vitality, Nicole Bliss, Chair - Nicole is the only board member on her committee.  If you are 
interested, please join the committee.   
      

 



Government Relations Updates 
 

Greene County Legislature, Gene Hatton 
• Encouraged board members to attend the Greene County Youth Fair opening July 27.   
• County budget is underway.  New jail may impact the budget. 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors, Art Bassin 
• All County department heads meeting on Thursday at Kozel’s for budgeting season. 
• Shared services plan being worked on. 
• Started on space plan.  Currently have several old buildings and should probably purchase one to consolidate 

offices. 
 
New Business, Cathi Annese 
Cathi advised the board that every year Greene County chooses “Youth of the Year.”  Margaret Carlson, 4-H member of Flora 
and Fauna, has been selected for the Chairman’s Choice Award.   
 
Executive Director’s Report, Chuck Brooks 
Chuck reviewed some highlights from his written report. 

• Mathew Martini, representative from the NYS Comptroller’s office visited the ARC and Model Forest.  Marilyn 
provided a tour of the model forest.  They continued to meet and spoke about the association and invasive species. 

• Everyone has received Chuck’s mid-month update per Bruce’s request on more frequent reporting.  Nicole suggested 
a briefer version.   

• Cathi - if you would like to be added to an email list for flyers for upcoming events, please let Angela know.   
• Continues to work on updating the Environmental Facilities grant application for Acra parking lot. 
• Ag position – not being filled.  Hopefully, for 2018.  Chuck has been in touch with a number of Extension people about 

providing support while this position is empty.  Mick’s position will be ending July 31, 2017.  
• Mike McCrary suggested that board members prepare questions in advance of the September board meeting for 

Peter Landre, Lauren McDermott and Chuck Bornt (Eastern New York Commercial Horticulture Program - a regional 
program receiving financial support from our association). 

 
Executive Session – Personnel Issue Update 

• Nicole Bliss moved to enter into executive session at 7:40 to discuss the leadership training program; Joe Behn 
seconded.  Approved unanimously (Angela Tallarico, Evon Antonio and Marilyn Wyman left the meeting).  Mike 
McCrary moved to exit the executive session at 7:50; James Story seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

  
Don MacCormack moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:51; James Story seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 

 
 

Minutes submitted by Angela Tallarico, Recording Secretary 
 


