
MONROE COUNTY

4-H Herald
BIMONTHLY NEWSLETTER

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2018
CONTENTS

The 4-H Pledge
I pledge my HEAD to 
clearer thinking.
I pledge my HEART to 
greater loyalty.
I pledge my HANDS to 
larger service.
I pledge my HEALTH 
to better living for my 
club, my community, my 
country, and my world.

page:

2-3 National Horse
 Judging Event
4 Club Notes
5     Winter Fun Day
6 Pheasant Rearing
7 Ag Careers
8 4-H Fun 2017 
9 Activities     
10 NY Agriculture 
 Literacy Week
11 Shopping Deals
12 Calendar

Monroe County 4-H 
at Horse Judging 

Nationals in Kentucky

Photo provided by John Steeves



2

MONROE COUNTY 4-H

HORSE JUDGING 
NATIONALS 2017

Article by Rachel Snider 
Photos provided by John Steeves

 This year, I had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to travel to Kentucky for Horse Judging 
Nationals. Let’s start at the beginning.
 It began in the fall of 2016, when I was convinced 
that I should try the whole “judging thing” and join the 
4-H Senior Judging Team. I have been showing one horse 
for almost 5 years, but I had never been on the other side 
of the showing world—the judging side. I figured that 
with all my showing knowledge already, I would pick it 
up super fast. I was wrong. Did you know there are actual 
rulebooks? I did not. 
 Our practices started pretty simply, learning what 
to look for in the different horse show classes, reading 
rulebooks, and learning how to explain why you placed 
the class the way you did, called “reasons.” When the 
state competition got closer, we started visiting different 
barns and watching different clinics such as in-hand clin-
ics, reining and western pleasure clinics, and a draft horse barn. As the competition neared, we felt more 
prepared, so when the day of the competition came, we all felt nervous but ready. We went through the 
day as we had most practices:  Judge eight classes; give reasons on 3; wait for results. I was surprised to 
hear that my team of four came in fourth place in the state, and that I had come in second individually. 
On to nationals!
 The top four girls in the state were invited to go to Kentucky to represent New York at the 4-H 
National Competition. We started practices up again, focusing on 5-Gaited Saddlebred English Country 
Pleasure classes, Draft horse conformation classes, Tennessee Walking Horse Park Plantation classes. We 
went to clinic upon clinic, barn upon barn, watched video upon video. The four of us worked together to 
prepare each other for this event, and we eventually got there, and became friends for life along the way. 
 November 2, 2017, we got on the bus for the 14-hour bus ride to Lexington, Kentucky. Only min-
utes from our hotel was Keeneland Racetrack, where we had one of the coolest tours of my life. Being in 
the place where “Secretariat” was filmed was breathtaking, and the auction room was truly special. Once 
we were done at Keeneland, we took another short trip to the Kentucky Horse Park, another of the cool-
est places I have ever been. Some of us met Funny Cide, the horse that was almost a Triple Crown Winner, 
and we got to watch the National Hunter Show in one of the many arenas. Next, we traveled to Louisville, 
Kentucky to see Churchill Downs. We actually got to watch a few races. (continued)
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HORSE JUDGING 
NATIONALS 2017

 When we woke the next day, it was competition day. That day was full of nerves, excitement, 
horses, and most importantly, FUN! We were split into groups and got to judging. We judged nine classes 
that day, and gave our “reasons” on four. Once the competition was over, we all went back to the hotel 
to get ready for the 4-H dance. Here was where we really met our competition from states all over the 
nation. Hearing all of their accents and learning who was better at card games (New York won every time) 
was an experience I’ll never forget.
 The next morning was the breakfast awards ceremony. We waited patiently through the awards 
given to those competing in Hippology, Horse Bowl, and Communications. Finally, it was Horse Judg-
ing. After an anticipatory wait, the New York team was called. We were 9th in the nation for judging the 
performance (riding) classes. Next, I heard my name. I was 10th in the country individually for giving my 
reasons. Next, our team was once again called for the 7th team in the US for giving reasons. 
 The New York State Team was the 8th place team overall in all parts of horse judging. The feeling 
of pride and gratitude toward my coaches, friends and family, horse, and everyone that supported me 
was overwhelming at that moment. We had done it, New York has yet another national title because of 
my team and me!
 I am going to finish this by saying that you need to take every opportunity given to you. No 
matter who you are, how much you know about horses, or any subject for that matter, or whatever your 
background, take that opportunity and run with it, because you never know where it’ll take you. Who 
knows, it could take you to Horse Judging Nationals some day!
 
(Article edited for length. Please read full article here on our website.)

New York State Teams
(for Horse Bowl, Hippology, Horse 

Judging & Communications)

Horse Judging Team

Rachel S, John S, Emily B

file:P:\4-H\4-H%20NEWSLETTER\2018%20Newsletters\2018%20Jan-Feb\Nationals%20Newsletter%202.docx
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POSH PONIES
I wanted to take 
a little bit of time 
to tell you why I 
like Niki so much. 
Niki always has us 
volunteering to 
feed the homeless 
and pick up the 
parks. I think it 
feels really good 
to do all of those 
things. Niki also 
helped us get 
information on 
where to go to 
compete with my 
pony, Gigi, and 
our bunnies, Smokey (AJ’s bunny) and Bandit (my 
bunny). Niki told me where we can go to have fun 
at fun shows with the other girls. 

Another thing I love about Niki is she tells us 
about more activities outside of 4-H. Niki takes us 
to all sorts of fun places (Painting with a Twist, P.S 
Enjoy Your Life, Animal Crackers, Freedom Dog 
Bowl, and Bay Vista Taqueria). I think the most im-
portant thing is she is a good friend to everyone. 
This is why I think Niki is the best 4-H coordinator. 

Molly K. (Member, age 9)

Photo provided by Posh Ponies

Photo provided by K-9 Kids

4-H CLUB NOTES

K-9 KIDS
The K-9 Kids played Dog Bowl, colored dog col-
lars and learned about dog posturing & restraint. 

They finished off 2017 with their annual Dog 
Games. This year we played musical chairs, 
bobbing for dog biscuits, obedience biscuits and 
party hat hold, most of the dogs didn't seem to 
mind a party hat on their heads! We played dog 
socks where we put baby socks on the dog and 
walk them across the room. Another fun game 
was dog biscuits cookies, we mix dog biscuits 
with real cookies and see if we can see/taste a 
difference, the animal crackers were very similar! 

We are starting our obedience classes in January; 
it's a great way to start the year!

Joanne D. (Leader)

ATTENTION LEADERS: VOLUNTEER FORMS DUE
If you have not completed your volunteer packet for 2017-2018, please complete it and send it in to the 
4-H Office.

If you have not completed a background check in the past 3 years, you will be asked to complete an ad-
ditional form so that we may run a background check. This is a requirement per our insurance company 
for all 4-H volunteers.

If, as a leader, you transport members of 4-H other than your own children, you will be required (again, 
per our insurance company) to complete a Motor Vehicle Record (MVR). We are required to run an MVR 
every 2 years. 

Please have your completed paperwork submitted by January 31st. LINKS:

Volunteer Enrollment Packet

Background Check

Motor Vehicle Record

▪ Fax:  (585) 753-2560

▪ E-mail:  monroe4H@cornell.edu

▪ Mail:  CCE-MC 4-H
 2449 St. Paul Blvd. 
 Rochester, NY 14617

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/25582/2017-2018_Enrollment_Form_VOLUNTEER_packet.pdf?1505232481
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/27646/2017-2018_Background_check_volunteer.pdf?1514999224
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/27647/2017-2018_Volunteer_MVR_Form.pdf?1514999517
mailto:monroe4H%40cornell.edu?subject=
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2018 National 4-H Conference Application 

NYS 4-H Youth Must Submit by January 19 
National 4-H Conference is the pinnacle experience in 4-H Citizenship, providing the opportunity for 
young people to connect, learn, engage, lead and impact their communities, their nation, and their world.

The State 4-H Office is hoping to send a delegation of 10 youth to represent the NYS 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Program in Chevy Chase, MD, during the 2018 National 4-H Conference held. 

Questions can be directed by email to NYS 4-H Civic 
Engagement Specialist, Jamila Walida Simon or by phone 
at 607-255-0287. 

Please click here to get detailed information on application 
materials and directions!

Remember to apply and email or postmark all materials 
by Friday, January 19, 2018 at 5 pm.  

2018Winter Fun Day

REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FEBRUARY 9.
Register here. $10/youth

Wednesday, February 21nd 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wegman Lodge, Seneca Park

Come beat the winter blues with 4-H friends! All ages welcome.
Activities: 
Science experiment
craft
games
outdoor fun
(weather permitting)

Lunch of pizza, vegetables & 
beverage will be provided.

mailto:jws62%40cornell.edu?subject=National%20Conference%202018
https://4hcenter.org/tours-programs/national-youth-summits/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=4-H%20Field%20Email%20December%206&utm_campaign=Healthy%20Living%20Summit#!healthy-living
https://apps.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events.cfm


As you may or may not know, the DEC has a partnership with 4-H 
and CCE in distributing day old pheasant chicks to qualified 4-H 
families. In the past, we have had a few families in Monroe County 
take advantage of this opportunity.

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) will dis-
tribute day-old pheasant chicks for rearing and release projects. 
Leaders willing to oversee individual projects would be expected 
to first become familiar with the Department’s video, How To Raise 
Ring-necked Pheasants.

There are a number of responsibilities a project leader 
should plan on when raising pheasants. Project lead-
ers review program requirements, discuss rearing 
techniques, and explain project expectations at an 
informational meeting or with individual participants. 
Leaders inspect rearing facilities and evaluate the re-
lease site before approving participating 4-H youth to 
ensure proper rearing and release conditions for the 
birds. Youth and project leaders usually monitor prog-
ress together and share their experiences with other 
participants at 4-H meetings. The number of pheas-
ants released is recorded at the end of the project.

If your 4-H’er is interested in this program, please 
contact Tara at tld4@cornell.edu. Deadline to reserve 
chicks is March 15, 2018.

6

Pheasant Rearing with 4-H & DEC

Ring-necked Pheasant chick

Adult Male Ring-necked Pheasant

Stock photo

Stock photo

        Hoards Dairyman Judging Contest
The 88th  annual Hoard’s Dairyman Cow Judging Contest 
will soon be officially open for 2018. Visit judging.hoards.
com/. The January 10, 2018 – March 10, 2018 issues of the 
Hoards Dairyman will feature the five classes for this year’s 
contest. You, your family, and club members are invited to 
join the thousands of others who participate in this fun and 
educational picture judging contest. The interactive web-
based portal contains all five classes, and allows you to 
submit your entries online and receive your scores by email 
at the completion of the contest.

2018 Monroe County 4-H Public Presentations Qualifier (held with Genesee County)

This is the only opportunity to qualify for District Presentations. 

The event will be held Saturday, February 17, 2018 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Byron-Bergen School.  

Registration forms are due to the 4-H Office by Friday, February 9, 2018. Forms are found here.

Stock photo

mailto:tld4%40cornell.edu?subject=Pheasants
http:// judging.hoards.com/
http:// judging.hoards.com/
http://monroe.cce.cornell.edu/resources/4-h-public-presentations-registration-form
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Welcome to the World of High Tech Ag Careers
Maureen Russell, 4-H STEM & Agricultue in the Classroom Educator

Globally, agriculture employs people from a wide variety of educational backgrounds and skill sets, all 
contributing to the daunting challenge of feeding, housing and clothing 7.3 billion people currently 
living on the planet (9.7 billion by 2050). Agricultural careers have never been more important!

While researching the broad scope of agricultural career opportunities, I came across a great e-book, 
300+ Careers in Agriculture by Tim Hammerich, available at Tim@AgGrad.com. The book organizes 
Agricultural professions into seven career categories: Production Agriculture, Processing and Distri-
bution, Agribusiness, Science and Research, Education and Communication, Resource Manage-
ment, and Engineering. In this newsletter issue, let’s focus on careers in Ag Engineering. 

The American Society of Agricultural Engineers (ASAE) defines Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
as “the discipline of engineering that applies engineering principles and the fundamental concepts of 
biology to agricultural and biological systems and tools, ranging in scale from molecular to ecosystem 
level, for the safe, efficient and environmentally sensitive production, processing, and management of 
agricultural, biological, food, and natural resources systems”. If you are a person who likes science and 
math, loves to problem-solve, and is interested in improving the way people use natural resources, you 
may want to consider a career in Ag Engineering.

Here is a partial list of ag-related engineering careers. Do any of these peak your interest? 

  Ag Construction Engineer   Hydraulic Engineer
  Ag Equipment Engineer  Irrigation Engineer
  Safety Engineer   Research Engineer
  Agricultural Engineer   Computer Software Design
  Food Engineer    Computer System Analyst

For profiles about these and other Ag Engineering careers, check out this podcast.

Ag engineering has been instrumental in developing drone technology and robotics that vastly im-
prove the efficiency of agricultural production. Take a look at these YouTube links to get an idea of 
what’s out there in the high-tech world of agriculture (and prepared to be amazed).

Farm DronesFarm Robots

For more information about educational preparation for a career in Ag Engineering, please see the 
material on the ASAE link.
 
It is never too early for students to start thinking about future career opportunities!

mailto:Tim%40AgGrad.com?subject=Careers%20in%20Agriculture
http://www.AgGrad.com/podcast 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3YcZtlVrls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rl77FVobxVI
https://www.asabe.org/news-public-affairs/about-this-profession.aspx
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4-H FUN 2017

Top row: Elephant toothpaste @ Friendship, Holiday Craft Workshop (2), Row 2: 4-H Expo (2), Summer Recreation crafts, 
Row 3: NYS Fair (2), Barnes & Noble Book Fair Row 4: Horse Awards Banquet, Fair Visit, Cool Cupcake Creations

Photos by Monroe County 4-H staff and volunteers
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National Youth Summit on Healthy Living: 
February 16-19, 2018 in Washington, D.C.
High school students will develop the knowledge and skills to address today’s issues including 
nutrition education, physical fitness, wellness, and emotional well-being.

Registration will close February 2, 2018. More info here.

Enter to Win $2500 to Cover the Cost of Summit Registration!
Enter our contest to win a $2500 credit to cover the registrations of 2 youth and 1 adult to attend the 
2018 National Youth Summit on Healthy Living. Credit beyond the three registrations can be used for 
travel expenses to and from the Summit and any excess can be used to bring additional youth. Click 
here to enter. Youth and adults are welcome to enter, we just ask for the email address of someone 
who is 18+, as that is who we will contact. This contest is made possible by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. Enter the Contest

The Great Backyard Birds Count 
February 16-19, 2018

This annual four-day event engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time 
snapshot of where the birds are across the continent. Anyone can participate, from beginning bird 
watchers to experts. It takes as little as 15 minutes on one or more of the count days, anywhere they like. 

It’s free, fun, and easy—and it helps the birds. Then they enter their counts on the Great Backyard Bird 
Count web site www.birdsource.org/gbbc The Great Backyard Bird Count is led by the Cornell Lab of Or-
nithology and National Audubon Society, with Canadian partner Bird Studies Canada and is sponsored 
by Wild Birds Unlimited. Cornell Information Technologies, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and 
National Science Foundation. As tallies pour in from around the United States and Canada, everyone can 
watch the results in real time.

2018 National 4-H Beekeeping Essay Contest
Sponsored by: The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, Inc.

2018 Essay Topic: “What's So Super About the Super Organism in the Honey Bee?”

The honey bee continues to be on everyone’s mind. From beekeepers to scientists to the public, the hon-
ey bee is a great super organism. What does this mean to you, to your community and to the world? Put 
on your thinking caps and GO! Include your state in your survey to see if there are any programs they are 
using for pollination or any other program that could aid the honey bee.

 For contest rules and information please visit: http://bit.ly/2qEiJrF
 Entries are due to the NYS 4-H Office (date TBA) by email to Adam Davis at adamdavis@cornell.edu

Awards for the National Contest:
First Prize: $750.00, Second Prize: $500.00, Third Prize: $250.00

If you have any questions, please contact Regina K. Robuck, Executive Director, Foundation for the 
Preservation of Honey Bees at (404) 760-2887 or by e-mail at reginarobuck@abfnet.org

https://cceconferences.wufoo.com/forms/rt88s2d1qccu6s/
https://4hcenter.org/tours-programs/national-youth-summits/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=4-H%20Field%20Email%20December%206&utm_campaign=Healthy%20Living%20Summit#!healthy-living
https://4hcenter.org/tours-programs/national-youth-summits/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=4-H%20Field%20Email%20December%206&utm_campaign=Healthy%20Living%20Summit#!healthy-living
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc
http://bit.ly/2qEiJrF
mailto:adamdavis%40cornell.edu?subject=Beekeeping%20Essay%20Contest
mailto:reginarobuck%40abfnet.org?subject=Beekeeping%20Essay%20Contest
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2018 NY Agriculture Literacy Week
Monday, March 19 - Friday, March 23

2018 Ag Day Essay Contest 
Official Topic: “How Will Agriculture Feed the World?”
Students across the country are invited to enter the National Ag Day essay and video contest, 
sponsored by the Agriculture Council of America. This year’s theme is “How Will Agriculture Feed 
the World?” The ACA encourages students to describe how agriculture impacts their daily life and 
how it will feed the world with the growing population. 

Submit your entry by January 31, 2018 The rules are found here.

Tuesday, March 20 is 
National Agriculture Day.

Visit the national website here.

Volunteer for Ag Week
Click here to volunteer 
for reading & activities

In celebration of New York agriculture, volunteers throughout the state will read the book, 
Before We Eat: From Farm to Table, to second graders.

Before We Eat: From Farm to Table, displays the vast oppor-
tunities and diversity that New York agriculture encompasses. 
Students will be taken on the journey from farm to table to un-
derstand different aspects of agriculture and the many possible 
careers involved. This is a captivating glimpse on what it takes 
to bring the food we eat to us in order to nourish our bodies 
and spirits.

STEM careers and post-secondary opportunities of all kinds 
are highlighted with vivid illustrations. It will be essential for 
our students to understand the importance of agriculture as an 
economic driver in communities across New York, and develop 
an awareness for future career possibilities. All lessons, activi-
ties, and companion materials are aligned to the Common Core 
Learning Standards.

Location: Ontario County Cooperative Extension, 480 North Main St., Canandaigua

Lunch & Snacks Provided. Targeted at 8-12 year olds. Kids will learn hands-on skills for using social 
media like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc. in a fun, safe, secure way! Parents will learn what they 
need to know about social media and their kids.

Register by calling 585-394-3977 x 401 OR emailing ontario@cornell.edu by January 10 with
number attending. SPONSORED BY THE CORNELL SOCIAL MEDIA LAB

YOU'RE INVITED TO ATTEND SOCIAL MEDIA EDUCATION DAY!
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2018 from 9:45 a.m. - 1 p.m.

https://www.agday.org/essay-contest
https://www.agday.org/
mailto:tld4%40cornell.edu?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Ag%20Literacy%20Week


Without volunteers, our 4-H clubs couldn’t exist. We’re looking for new volunteers 
with enthusiasm & drive to help with 4-H clubs & events.

More information about volunteering may be found here.

Monroe County 4-H is looking for volunteers to participate in the 4-H Advisory committee. This 
committee meets every other month, and helps toplan the 4-H events calendar and more. You 
do not need to have children in the program. 4-H leaders and members of the community are 
encouraged to participate. No experience is necessary.

VOLUNTEER WITH 4-H

CCE-MC 4-H Staff: Maureen Dunphy Russell
4-H STEM & Agricultue in the 
Classroom Educator
mdr237@cornell.edu
(585) 753-2568

Michele Schepisi-Ritchie
4-H Administrative Assistant
mas859@cornell.edu
(585) 753-2577

Andrea Lista
Executive Director
aml355@cornell.edu
(585) 753-2559

Tara Defendorf-Kuba
4-H Youth Development 
Educator
tld4@cornell.edu
(585) 753-2566
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Know anyone who hasn't heard of Shop 4-H? 

Get rewarded by referring them! Simply visit Shop 4-H.org, log into (or create) your account, 
and click on the Reward Program button in the lower left corner and then “Refer a Friend” to 
share your unique link to Facebook, Twitter, or enter your friends’ email address. 

Once they make their first purchase, you’ll receive a coupon for $10 off!

Sign up here.

JOANN Fabrics and National 4-H Council are partnering to bring more hands-on 4-H 
programs to youth in local communities across the nation. The 4-H community and JOANN 
customers can save money while "shopping with purpose" with the free 4-H Reward Card. 

Sign up here.

Earn $10 When You Refer a Friend to Shop 4-H

http://bit.ly/2AFunU9
http://monroe.cce.cornell.edu/4h-youth/volunteer-with-4-h
mailto:mdr237%40cornell.edu?subject=
mailto:mas859%40cornell.edu?subject=
mailto:aml355%40cornell.edu?subject=
mailto:tld4%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://shop4-h.org/?rfsn=860808.90919a
https://4-h.org/get-involved/partners/4-h-and-joann/
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Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected 
Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County is supported by public and private funding. Primary 
cooperating partners are the County of Monroe, the State of New York and SUNY’s Land Grant Colleges at 
Cornell University, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

February
6

17

21

March
3

8

17

17-18

19-23

24

30-31

Event
4-H Horse Advisory

Genesee County Public 
Presentations Event
(Byron Bergen H.S.)

Winter Fun Day

4-H Regional Horse 
Extravaganza, Hippology & 
Horse Bowl (Midlakes School)

Public Presentation Event
(CCE-MC Conference Room)
(Beginner & Make-up)

March Dog Madness (Cornell U.)

WNY EquiFest 
(Hamburg Fair Grounds)

Ag Literacy Week

District & Regional Horse Public 
Presentations (Midlakes School)

Dairy Discovery (Cornell U.)
SAVE THE DATE

4-H EXPO at Ontario Beach Park
Saturday, June 23

4-H projects will be judged at this event.

April
11-22

13-15

14

14

21

May
5

12

20-22

28

Event
Tractor Supply Clover Campaign

STARR Teen Conference
(NYS Fairgrounds)

Cornell Veterinary School 
Open House

4-H State Horse Bowl Contest

4-H State Horse Judging 
Contest (Morrisville)

4-H Animal Crackers Workshop
Rabbits & Dairy (Cornell U.)

NYS 4-H Horse Communications
(Cornell U.)

NYS 4-H Capital Days Trip
(Albany)

CCE (4-H) Office CLOSED

https://www.facebook.com/4HMonroeCounty
mailto:http://monroe.cce.cornell.edu/?subject=

