
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Another invasive insect has popped up on our radar. We’ve been keeping an eye out for the spotted 
lanternfly since 2014 when it was found in Pennsylvania. This past November it was found in New York State, 
in Delaware County. The insect was dead; it is believed that it came in via an interstate shipment. 
 
As you can see in the photo, the spotted lanternfly could easily be 
mistaken for a butterfly or moth due to its large size (one-inch long) 
and colorful wings. But it is actually a plant hopper and classified as a 
‘true bug.’ For all the entomologists out there, it is in the Hemiptera 
order of insects which also includes other nasty plant pests like aphids, 
whiteflies, and mealybugs.  
 
Native to Indo-China, the spotted lanternfly sucks the sap from the 
leaves and stems of plants. As a result, sap will weep from the wounds 
attracting wasps and ants. This feeding activity stresses and weakens the plant host. The hosts are several 
commercially important plant species including grapes, apples, stone fruits, hops, and pine.   
 

The adult spotted lanternfly is quite striking. The forewings are grey with black 
spots; the wing tips are speckled in black. The hindwings are scarlet red with black 
and white bands. The stout abdomen is yellow with black bands and the legs and 
head are black. The immature insects, or nymphs, are black with white spots – red 
patches develop as they mature. 
 
Females will lay their eggs on any smooth surface including stone, siding, vehicles, 
lawn furniture, and toys. The egg masses are about an inch long and look like a thin 
layer of cement.  Initially grey and mud-like, the masses become dry and cracked. 

 
Although their favorite host is the tree of heaven or Ailanthus altissima, they are known to feed on 30 native 
woody plant species, notably the sugar maple, which is their favorite native host. Fortunately, they are 
apparently not able to complete their life cycle in the absence of Ailanthus trees, so most of Northern New 
York State does not seem to be at risk. 

 
If you encounter one of these insects get a photo. Better yet, catch it and place it in alcohol or in the freezer 

for preservation. Contact Cornell Cooperative Extension, the SLELO PRISM, or NYS DEC for confirmation.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

An adult spotted lanternfly (PA Dept. of 

Agriculture) - Note its size and the various 

colors and patterns on the wings. 

Immature nymph stage 
(itchydogimages) with red 
patches and white spots. 

 


