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NYBG: Sculpture Gardens and the Art of Dale Chihuly 
By Anthula Natsoulas, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
In recent years, there appears to have been an increased interest in sculpture gardens that 
create a blending of art and nature in such a way as to enhance the beauty of both.  Outdoor 
sculpture gardens are open-air museums where the viewer can observe works of art while 
enjoying the natural setting in which the large-scale sculptures are embedded.  Such 
installations may be permanent or temporary exhibitions and may feature the works of a single 
or multiple artists. 

The grounds of the New York Botanical Gardens 
(NYBG) were recently adorned by the large-scale 
artwork of American glass sculptor Dale Chihuly.  
In this exhibit, the colors and textures of Chihuly’s 
blown glass creations were intermingled with the 
flora of the gardens in such a way as to enhance 
both plant life and art.  Shown here is a small 
selection of photos of artwork from the NYBG 
exhibit. All of the pieces shown were completed by 
Chihuly between 2013 and 2017 and are variously 
composed of glass alone or glass and steel and, in 
one case, glass and logs.  
 
How one views art is always very personal; the 
captions that I have appended to the pictures 
reflect what I saw.  What do you see?  What kind of 
captions would you write?   
   

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Dale Chihuly exhibit at the  
New York Botanical Gardens. 
Spring, Summer, Fall, 2017 
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Blue-footed white flamingos among the ferns. 

 

Multi-colored bowls echo the colors of 
hanging flowers. 

 

Reflections of rose-colored lilies. 
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White among the green. 

Blue in green blades of grass. 

Ornamental grass reinterpreted in 
yellow and red. 
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Blue dandelion gone to seed. 

Red flames against a backdrop of green. 
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Photos and captions courtesy of the author. Thanks Anthula!   
 
 

GARDEN $ENSE - A FRUGAL WAY TO GARDEN 
By Victoria Rolfe, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer  

Well, here we are all the way around to the end of the calendar. I hope you have all had a 
successful gardening year and that you have learned that gardening can be a rewarding and 
enjoyable experience without breaking the piggy bank, and in fact, if you are using my frugal 
principles on vegetable gardening you should even be saving money by not purchasing 
expensive groceries. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of all the frugal garden 
practices that I have bestowed on you throughout this gardening year, so here 
they are in their entirety: 
 
#1. Use free garden books from the library to help plan your garden. 
#2. Start your own plants from seed.   
#3. Look for sources of free soil amendments (farm manure, town woodchips, etc.). 
#4. Improvise! Use your imagination, i.e. a bed frame for trellising. 
#5. Plant early and plant often (AKA succession planting). 
#6. Make your own plant labels. Again, use your imagination. (spoons, corks, etc.). 
#8. Buy annuals in cell packs (not individual plants). 
#9. Buy perennials in smaller (cheaper) pots. They will grow! 
#10. Check out the bargain tables at nurseries. 
#11. Consider the (adult) size of your plants. Leave room for growth. 

Reflections:  Colorful glass balls in a boat. 
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#12. Check out garage sales for tools, pots and paraphernalia, even plants. 
#13. Cut and come again when harvesting lettuce and greens. 
#14. Don’t waste water. Use proper watering technique and timing.   
#15. Make your own rain gauge. 
#16. Fertilize properly and efficiently.   
#17. Avoid buying chemical pesticides, fungicides, and animal repellants. 
#18. Use the DIY approach to pest and disease control. 
#19. Pick early and pick often. Picking when small keeps plant producing. 
#20. Freeze your garden veggies when you can’t keep up with eating them. 
#21. Or can your produce. (look for canning supplies at yard sales). 
#22. Let your vegetable plants go to seed at the end of the summer (flowers too). 
#23. Continue to plant appropriate (cool weather) crops right up to fall. 
#24. Extend your garden season (with grow tunnels, row covers, cold frames, etc.). 
#25. Do meticulous garden clean up in fall (Saves you from problems next year). 
#26. Grow green manure crops: a great way to amend the soil very inexpensively. 
#27. Save seeds for next year. 
#28. Do not be too quick to pull up your cool weather crops in fall. 
#29. Grow garlic! It’s easy and prolific. 
#30. Fall is the time to plant spring flowering bulbs. (Cheaper than buying them already grown in   
pots in the spring).  
#31. Divide your perennials to expand your flower garden. 
#32. Plant winter hearty crops (like kale and brussels sprouts) 
and you could still be harvesting at Thanksgiving 
#33. Start a leaf mulch pile.  
#34. Start your own compost pile.   
 
And this month I have one more to add: 
#35. Now is the time to ask for some garden presents for your 
holiday gifts. If you have been yearning for those pretty, shiny tools you saw in the garden store, 
why not hint around. It might be better than another fruitcake or ugly sweater!  
 
I hope you enjoyed learning that gardening is a fun hobby for any budget. Wishing you all a 
wonderful holiday season, happy gardening to all and to all a good night! 
 

 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Special Thanks go to 
Victoria for writing this series of articles.  
 
Readers: If there are other topics you 
would find interesting, please let us 
know.  
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ANNOYING HOUSEHOLD PESTS AND MY NEW BEST FRIEND 
(The Vacuum)  

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
 
This time of year bugs sneak into our homes. They hitchhike in on pets, long pants, laundry and 
that nice box you’re going to use to ship a present. Some fly.  Some crawl. Usually they are 
looking for a warm snug place to overwinter.  
 
This year seems to have been an especially good one for Brown 
Marmorated Stink Bugs and Box Elder bugs. A newer pest also showed 
up a lot – the Western Conifer Seed bug. One caller to the MG Hotline 
described it “The one that looks like a dinosaur”. We agreed it was not.  
 
These pests do no harm once inside – they don’t eat anything and don’t lay eggs. But they are 
annoying. We see them out of the corner of our eye on the wall, caught in the drapes, behind a 
window shade, on the carpet at the edge of the bookcase. Many emit an unpleasant smell if 
they are startled (or if the cat plays with them).  They eventually disappear somewhere until the 
sun gets warm in early spring, then they emerge from their hiding places and congregate in 
warm places, trying to leave – “bugging” us all over again.  
 
When folks call our MG Hotline asking about these pests and how to control them, we help them 
understand the bugs’ lifecycles and that they cause no harm. Since these pests are indoors in 
closed homes in winter, most would rather not spray an insecticide, and agree instead to simply 
pick up the bug in a tissue and throw it away or use a broom to whisk it into the garbage.  A 
vacuum is not a good in this situation because it might trigger a stinky reaction.  
 
In my job, I see so many other people’s bugs that I am not rattled 
by them. But a few weeks ago, I noticed some dead flies in my 
home. I HATE flies. With a passion!  
 
Looking at them carefully, I determined they were cluster flies 
(Pollenia rudis), native to Europe. I did some research and found 
they were adults which will do no harm inside. Their life cycle 
depends on worms in soil so they can’t reproduce indoors. They 
don’t chew anything or eat anything. And they don’t stink. Ever. 
But did I mention that I hate flies?  
 
Many years ago, we had a problem with cluster flies and found a small gap around a window, 
which we fixed. This year I think they came in a hole in a window screen (probably caused by 

the cat). They settled in the highest (thus warmest) window in our home 
which faces east catching the morning sun. Its sill is about 20 feet up from 
the floor.  
 
I looked at the tissue on one hand, and fly swatter in the other then craned 
my neck to look up at the affected window. I think they were laughing. I 
know I was not.  
 
Undaunted, I found a canister vacuum cleaner circa 1971, a telescoping 
duster, the longest hose we have from our central vacuum system, the 
vacuum crevice tool and a 12 foot ladder. Duct tape, rubber bands and   
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WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 Penn State: Western conifer seed bug 

 Penn State: House flies 

 NYSIPM: How to deal with indoor flies 

 NEIPM: IPM steps to reduce cluster flies.  
 New York State Urban Forestry Council Tree of the Year 

 Update Cornell Guide to Shrubs for Stormwater Retention 

 NYSIPM: Grey Squirrels Stashing Nuts 

 NYSIPM: Sandbox or Litterbox – You Decide 

 NSPR Radio Program: Cultivating Place 

 
 
 

 

 

 
SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   

 
 
 
 

 

pieces of twisted wire finished the creation of my new Integrated Pest 
Management tool. 
 
My husband insists on holding the ladder while I climb up. Then hands 
me the long tool, ensuring I don’t knock something over with the rear 
end of it extending behind me. We vacuum the flies we see, then wait a 
few minutes and do it again.  
 
Now that it is colder at night I find they collect in the top corners from 
which I can easily suck them up. I’ve repaired the screen and scolded 
the cat. The number of flies have been steadily diminishing. I might be 
able to declare victory soon.  
 

http://ento.psu.edu/extension/factsheets/western-conifer-seedbug
http://ento.psu.edu/extension/factsheets/house-flies
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/flies-inside
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/bmps-for-school-ipm/pests/cluster-fly/
http://nysufc.org/sma-2018-tree-year/2017/11/26/
http://nysufc.org/updated-guide-shrubs-stormwater-retention/2017/07/31/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2017/11/22/gray-squirrels-skittering-around-to-keep-up-their-pantry-or-yours/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2017/11/16/sandbox-or-litterbox-you-decide/
http://mynspr.org/programs/cultivating-place-conversations-natural-history-and-human-impulse-garden#stream/0
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                            
This native plant is Blackberry (Rubus  sp.). Black 
raspberry (Rubus occidentalis) and red raspberry 
(Rubus idaeus) are in the same genus, but have 
different fruit, thorns and leaves. All are delicious.  

This weed is in the family Solanaceae. It 
grows 2-3 feet tall, has white flowers and 
prickly leaves and stems. This fruit is still on 
the stems. Do you know what it is?    

 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted through our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

