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Hops Scouting Report 
     The biggest concern since early August has been the 

browning of outer cones seen on many varieties.  This is   

almost certainly fungal disease -- either alternaria, downy 

mildew, fusarium or botrytis.  Alternaria and downy mildew 

will show up as browning outer bracts whereas fusarium and 

botrytis generally attack from the tip of the cone and work 

inward.  We are hoping that plant pathologists at Geneva can 

distinguish these diseases from the numerous samples we 

have taken them -- we're still waiting to hear back.   

     Much of the damage was likely the result of the high winds 

we had in July followed by high humidity and heavy rains, just 

at a time when the bracts of hops cones were very tender 

and vulnerable to fungal invasion.  Furthermore, different 

varieties seem to have reacted differently to the fungal pressure, with Willamette getting hit especially hard.  If you note variety 

differences in susceptibility in your own yard, please note these differences and send them directly to me at 

jmt344@cornell.edu.  This is very valuable information.  We have collected some great variety comparison data from the test yard 

at Ommegang Brewery and will be sharing this information with everyone later in the season.  We won't be able to grow every hop 

variety in this climate, but we will be able to find some that do extremely well here.  This work is on-going but will produce some 

exciting results for both growers and brewers. 

     Despite the substantial loss of hops to browning, the overall harvest of hops still looks good and processors are seeing much 

greater volume at their facilities compared to last year.  Many New York hop yards are just beginning to really produce.  The      

biggest lesson from this harvest season is to maintain healthy plants throughout the season via a good fertilization, irrigation and 

nutrient addition program and keep up a regular anti-fungal spray program. We will have more information to share from the hops 

scouting program throughout the fall and winter.  

Funding for this program is provided by grants from NYS Department of Ag and Markets. 
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Steve Notes: 

We have not yet had a definitive answer to the cause of the browning on hops in a number of yards.  Samples were taken to the 

lab in Geneva.  They did not plate out downy mildew or fusarium.  I have suspicions that botrytis or alternaria are involved as well 

as hot humid  nights in area with fog.  Certainly many farms saw high wind and hail, and these may have been the causes in some 

cases.  We are still working to track down the causes. 
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