
Root Concerns 

An E-mail Gardening Newsletter from Cornell Cooperative Extension  
of Rensselaer, Albany and Schenectady Counties  

November/
December 2017 

Doing two things you like is better than just one.  That’s 

how I feel about cycling on rail trails, where I can check 

out the local botanical scene as I zip along on two wheels.  

New to me are a series of  trails starting in Westfield, MA, 

which head south well down into Connecticut.  While I 

expected a nice bike ride, I discovered a whole lot of  hor-

ticulture to appreciate, too, on a lovely late October day. 

I picked up the first segment, the Columbia Greenway 

Trail, in downtown Westfield.  The urban landscape is 

quickly exchanged for views of  lush farmland and golf  

links.  Then fields of  hundreds of  poles, wires and strings 

appear.  Largely empty of  plants except for a cover crop, I 

first guessed this was hop production, then quickly real-

ized these were tobacco farms.  The extensive trellis sys-

tems are covered in fabric in summer so that shade tobac-

co can be grown underneath.  Broadleaf  tobacco, which 

doesn’t require shade and is easier to grow, also thrives in the area.  There 

were once 30,000 acres of  tobacco production in the greater Connecticut 

River Valley, but only about 2,000 acres remain.  These fields produce high 

quality leaves which are used to 

wrap cigars, even those famous 

ones manufactured in Cuba.  It 

wasn’t difficult to figure out that 

the huge, windowless buildings 

seen from the 

trail were the 

iconic tobacco 

barns.   
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The trail changes names twice, becoming the Southwick 

Rail Trail, then the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail as it 

crosses into the Nutmeg State.  Wetlands, cliffs and 

hardwood forests provide an ever-changing scene, with 

the occasional road crossing.  The path makes a large 

detour around sprawling Monrovia Nursery, where 

crews were preparing thousands of  container plants for 

a winter rest under hundreds of  hoop-houses.      

As in legends, there truly was gold at the end of  the 

rainbow.  Not knowing which way to turn as a segment 

of  trail ended in Simsbury, I opted for a left, coasted 

down a small hill, and found an entire bridge covered 

in flowers.  This gem, the Old Drake Hill Flower 

Bridge, was created by local folks inspired by the 

Bridge of  Flowers in Shelburne Falls, MA.  Flower 

boxes and hanging baskets adorn the metal truss struc-

ture, built in 1892, which stretches for 183 feet.  The 

outdated one-lane bridge became available for re-use when a new bridge over the Farmington Riv-

er opened just to the north in 1992.  Flower gardens at either end and picnic tables on the 

riverbank compliment the main effort of  thousands of  blooms on the bridge itself, which were all 

still well cared-for and colorful during my late season visit.  I was impressed by the technical cable 

and pulley systems (complete with padlocks) employed to raise and lower the hanging baskets.  

Sponsors fund the flowers, and a dedicated army of  volunteers, with some help from the Town, 

does the maintenance.  Just as delightful as the bridge is the pride of  place on display for all who 

live in or pass through Simsbury.       
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Text and photos by David Chinery 

For more infor-
mation on the Old 
Drake Hill Flower 
Bridge, visit:  
https://www.simsbury-
ct.gov/culture-parks-
recreation/pages/the-
old-drake-hill-flower-
bridge 
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As a horticulturist I certainly appreciate that the landscape is full of 
things which creep and crawl.  Plenty of critters want to live with us 
indoors, too, an idea reinforced by spending an afternoon with Cor-
nell’s “structural IPM” folks who were meeting in the Capital Dis-
trict last week.  Focused on issues in school buildings, this group 
toured a local elementary school for some lively discussion and dis-
covery. 

       

IPM, or integrated pest management, takes a holistic approach to 
solving pest issues.  A key component is scouting, which entails sleuthing out problems large and small with a keen 
eye, an observant mindset and a patient attitude.  The school’s custodial staff graciously agreed to answer our 
questions and let us look into all the corners.  Our job wasn’t to criticize, but to discuss the good as well as things 
which could be improved.  We began outside.        

 

Our first revelation were small holes in the door sweeps, which are designed to keep out drafts and small creatures.  
A few shrubs grew close to the building, making possible cover for rodents; a little pruning was in order.  Similarly, 
branches of a street tree touched the roof, creating a critter highway.  Pigeons sitting on the smokestack might in-
dicate a nest nearby, which would be hazardous if close to the ventilation or cooling system.  An in-depth exami-
nation of the rooftop was suggested.  An uncovered trash can played host to German yellowjackets, which were 
then buzzing into the open window of a nearby classroom.  The dumpster area looked fairly clean, although open 
lids attracted the attention of three noisy fish crows.  Some minor tweaking could tune up all these issues. 

 

Indoors, we headed for the cafeteria.  We observed that the trash was double bagged, removed after each lunch 
period, and the trash cans were clean.  No food is allowed in the classrooms beyond the kindergarten level.  The 
staff had left for the day and the kitchen was locked, so some anecdotes were offered.  The general agreement was 
that school kitchens are often quite clean, better than many restaurants.  That made me feel good for the kids but 
not so good for myself. 

 

Next, the teacher’s lounge.  Forty-some years ago, good behavior sometimes allowed me the privilege of cranking 
the mimeograph machine, located in my school’s 1970’s teacher’s lounge.  Literally a smoke-filled room, it resem-
bled a political inner-sanctum more than an educator’s retreat.  In contrast, the lounge our group toured was clean, 
bright, and blessedly smoke-free.  The vending machines were elevated for easy cleaning beneath, and the sofa har-
bored no bedbugs.  Even the potted Schefflera looked reasonably happy. 

 

Most interesting was the boiler room.  The floors were dry and spiders absent.  
The dim atmosphere inside allowed us to detect daylight streaming through gaps 
around a warehouse door and a water pipe.  The two dead mice we stumbled 
upon might have crept through these openings, so a patch job is in order.  Who 
hasn’t had such guests?  Overall the school’s order was impressive.  Any home-
owner can apply these IPM lessons to their own domain. 

Pest Lessons 

Text by David Chinery 



Page 4  Root  Concerns  Volume 12,  Number  9  

Something Old, Something New 

 Sometimes it takes a while for a plant to be appreciated.  In the case of  the Seven-son flow-
er (Heptacodium miconioides), we can put that figure at about 100 years.  But slowly, the secret is get-
ting out about this outstanding small tree, or large shrub, which produces tiny flowers clustered in 
sevens. 

 Thanks to Master Gardener Harry Peachey, we have a Seven-son tree at our Demonstration 
Garden, located at the Robert C. Parker School in North Greenbush.  The primary cultivated area, 
although quite large, is surrounded by a road and parking lot, and once we had our new gazebo, 
the only bad view from it was quite bad – a dumpster.  Harry came to the rescue, designing and 
planting the Screen Garden, a bed of  unusual woody and herbaceous plants, with one end an-
chored by a Seven-son tree.  Although jokingly called the Dumpster Garden, the tree and sur-
rounding plantings have matured well over the last ten years.  Visitors always ask, “what is it?” 
when the Seven-son is in bloom, a sure sign we’ve got something good.  How could a garden 
planted by a man named Peachey be anything but?  Harry moved to Syracuse but the garden has 
since been expertly cared for by Master Gardener Richard Demick. 

 Seven-son is so rare in its native country of  China that it is difficult to find growing wild 
there today.  English plant collector and explorer Ernest Henry Wilson came across Seven-son 
and brought it back to the west in 1907.  It wasn’t properly named until nine years later, and re-
mained a rare curiosity.  One reason why might have been the tremendous number of  plants being 
brought from the wilderness into cultivation at the time.  Wilson alone collected about 2,000 spe-
cies, earning himself  the nickname “Chinese” in the process.  In 1980 another expedition to China 
acquired Seven-son seeds, and the plant was then distributed to botanical gardens and nurseries by 
the Arnold Arboretum and the U.S. National Arboretum.   

 The Chicago Botanic Garden offers the following observations:  “Heptacodium is an out-
standing specimen plant. Grown as a small tree or large shrub, its multi-stemmed habit reaches 15 
to 25 feet with a spread of  up to 12 feet. Plants thrive in full sun but have been known to flower 
and remain healthy in partial shade. During early May, the glossy leaves emerge and remain attrac-
tive throughout the season. In late summer, at a time when few other woody plants are in bloom, 
creamy white, jasmine-like blossoms emerge from the tips of  the branches. The blooms are sweet-
ly fragrant and persist for several weeks. The most stunning trait of  Heptacodium arrives after the 
flowers are spent. In early fall, the flowers mature and develop small, inconspicuous fruits sur-
rounded by a persistent calyx.  The calyces turn a 
bright cherry red, resulting in another spectacular, 
eye-catching display.  The bark is a light brown that 
exfoliates to expose a deeper brown beneath, resem-
bling the river birch, Betula nigra, but lighter in color.”  
I don’t want a Seven-son tree on every street corner, 
but it sure beats Callery pear.   

By David Chinery https://www.ebben.nl/files/treeEbb/images 
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Text and photos by Angie Tompkins 

What to do in November & December 

Get your soil tested. Fall is a great time to check the pH of your soil 
and to add amendments that will pay off in the spring. Before the soil 
freezes, take a sample to your local Cornell Cooperative Extension of-
fice (see page 11 of this newsletter for the list of offices) 
 

Mulch strawberry plants with… straw! A couple of inches will do. 
 

Protect rose bushes by mulching the crown with a 6 to 12 inch layer of 
soil before the ground freezes. After the ground is frozen, add a layer of leaf mulch. 
 

Cut back asparagus foliage after it has yellowed and topdress the bed with 2 inches of composted cow 
manure. 
 

Continue weeding to get any remaining stragglers. 
 

Mulch perennial beds with two inches of hardwood mulch or compost after the plants are cut back. 
 

Protect broadleaf evergreens with an anti-desiccant spray or burlap shelter. Water well if 
there is not an inch of rain a week up until the ground freezes. 
 

Winterize the lawnmower. Run it dry and store it without gasoline in the engine. 
 

Empty and clean spraying equipment. Drain and store hoses. Shut off outdoor faucets. 
Round up your tools, clean them with a wire brush if necessary, and apply vegetable oil to 

fend off rust. 
 

Check that indoor plants are located where they receive enough water, air cir-
culation, and humidity. Check them for pests. Use insecticidal soap for con-
trol. 
 

Collect pinecones for holiday decorating. Add dried herbs and rhodo-
dendron leaves to handmade wreaths for an elegant effect. 
 

Inventory your seeds so you know what is viable and what you will want to 
get for the coming season. 

Text by Rensselaer County Master Gardeners 

You’ve put your garden to bed, and are thinking you can start to rest from garden 
chores, yet late fall presents a few more opportunities….  
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Recently you may have read in the news about the 

apparent precipitous decline in insect populations. 

The source of  this sudden outburst of  entomologi-

cal concern was the publication of  a German study 

that showed a 75% decline in the biomass of  flying 

insects over a 27 year period. But this study only 

reinforces other studies that show declining popula-

tions of  invertebrates across the world. Not only 

are populations declining, but species are disappear-

ing at an alarming rate. Until now most folks have 

only heard about the so-called bee colony collapse 

disorder that has impacted both wild and managed bee populations. But apparently the problem is 

far broader based than most people had imagined. 

As an aside, I’ve been asking for years why car windshields no longer get splattered with bugs dur-

ing the summer months. Is it because cars have become more aerodynamic? And where are the 

June bugs that produced the gooiest messes?  A highly unscientific survey of  friends and family 

concurred with my observations. 

There appears to be little consensus on the underlying cause(s). Pesticides? Monoculture? Loss of  

habitat? Whatever the reasons, entomologists have their work cut out for them. 

For vegetable gardeners, in the short term, need we be concerned? Based on the gradual nature of  

the insect population decline, it’s unlikely that we’ll see a dramatic year-to-year impact. However, 

since pollination occupies an important role in garden health and productivity, I believe we should 

keep a sharp eye out for problems with vegetables that are highly dependent on pollinators. I have 

listed in the table on the next page common (and some uncommon) garden fruits and vegetables 

that are highly dependent on pollinators. 

As you can see, many garden favorites such as tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, potatoes, beans, peas, 

and greens such as lettuce, chard and kale require little or no pollinator assistance. You’ll also be 

happy to learn that the major grain crops such as corn, wheat and rice also self-pollinate. Mass 

starvation from lack of  pollinators seems a bit improbable. However, the interactions of  nature 

are complex and largely unknown (until it’s too late), so we should, at a minimum, pressure our 

elected officials to fund scientific inquiries into declining insect populations. Or in the future our 

diets might become considerably more monotonous. 

Vegetable Gardening &  

the Insect Apocalypse 
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Vegeta-
ble/Fruit 

Pollinator 
Dependency 

Pollinators 

cucumber high honey bees, squash bees, bumblebees, solitary bees 

squash high honey bees, bumblebees, squash bees, solitary bees 

melon essential honey bees, bumblebees, squash bees, solitary bees 

watermelon essential honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees 

apple high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, mason bees, 
carpenter bees, hover flies 

cherry high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, flies 

plum, pear, 
peach 

high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, flies 

kiwi high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, flies 

raspberry high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, flies 

blackberry high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, stingless 
bees, hover flies 

strawberry high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, flies 

coriander high honey bees, solitary bees 

fennel high honey bees, solitary bees, flies 

almond (nut) high honey bees, bumblebees, solitary bees, flies 

Brazil (nut) essential bumblebees, orchard bees, carpenter bees 

Text by Rensselaer County Master Gardener Paul Zimmerman 

Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_crop_plants_pollinated_by_bees 
 
https://e360.yale.edu/features/insect_numbers_declining_why_it_matters 
  
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=794&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=mAMCWvyEO4epjwT
T6JeYDg&q=pollinators&oq=pollinators&gs_l=psy-
ab.3..0l10.132083.144366.0.146006.13.12.1.0.0.0.246.1765.0j11j1.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-
ab..0.13.1771...0i67k1j0i10i24k1.0.O3sN0TrVp0I#imgdii=FPABU5KYzAxKNM:&imgrc=HSlMNRaxWmEc
z 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0185809&type=printable 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_crop_plants_pollinated_by_bees
https://e360.yale.edu/features/insect_numbers_declining_why_it_matters
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=794&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=mAMCWvyEO4epjwTT6JeYDg&q=pollinators&oq=pollinators&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l10.132083.144366.0.146006.13.12.1.0.0.0.246.1765.0j11j1.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.13.1771...0i67k1j0i10i24k1.0.O3sN0T
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=794&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=mAMCWvyEO4epjwTT6JeYDg&q=pollinators&oq=pollinators&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l10.132083.144366.0.146006.13.12.1.0.0.0.246.1765.0j11j1.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.13.1771...0i67k1j0i10i24k1.0.O3sN0T
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=794&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=mAMCWvyEO4epjwTT6JeYDg&q=pollinators&oq=pollinators&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l10.132083.144366.0.146006.13.12.1.0.0.0.246.1765.0j11j1.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.13.1771...0i67k1j0i10i24k1.0.O3sN0T
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=794&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=mAMCWvyEO4epjwTT6JeYDg&q=pollinators&oq=pollinators&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l10.132083.144366.0.146006.13.12.1.0.0.0.246.1765.0j11j1.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.13.1771...0i67k1j0i10i24k1.0.O3sN0T
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=794&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=mAMCWvyEO4epjwTT6JeYDg&q=pollinators&oq=pollinators&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l10.132083.144366.0.146006.13.12.1.0.0.0.246.1765.0j11j1.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.13.1771...0i67k1j0i10i24k1.0.O3sN0T
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0185809&type=printable


 As a gardener I don’t have to choose my battles, they 
just appear before my eyes.  The latest offense was the mouse 
which chewed an entry hole into my shed.  While mice have 
always gotten inside, they’ve previously politely slid beneath 
the door, so this creature’s wanton destruction was the rub.  
On Saturday I replaced the threshold, armored the door with 
metal, and re-painted the area.  Lastly, I placed a trap in front 
of  the door.  Said mouse couldn’t resist checking out the up-
grades.  The little fellow, now squashed, was so fat he must 
have been trying to grow into a junior rat.   

 I built my shed with own hands, to a design from daydreams.  With an overstuffed garage, a 
garden shed seemed necessary, but I wanted one worthy of  a glossy garden magazine, not a pre-
fab job from the DIY shop.  I had always admired small accessory buildings, and was beguiled by 
those seen at rustic Eastfield Village in Nassau and especially grand Boscobel in Garrison.  If  I 
couldn’t have the main house there, perhaps the outhouse would do, a Greek-revival mini-
masterpiece.   

 The spark to start came in the form of  two ancient classical columns, found at a local flea 
market.  Perhaps once on a stately Hudson River home, they would create a formal porch for my 
shed with Greek-revival style.  I found full-dimension timber for the frame at a local sawmill.  
Much sturdier than the matchsticks sold at chain lumberyards, it was so green that sap oozed forth 
when it was nailed or screwed.  Locally-produced novelty siding which slide together, tongue-and-
groove style, further strengthened the frame.  Old doors and windows found as roadside freebies 
provided an air of  age.  With slowly increasing amazement, I made a building rise from a pile of  
pieces.  I spent most of  the summer of  2002 working on my masterpiece, which evolved into 
more of  a tiny house than a place to dump the tomato cages and deer netting. 

 Life can change suddenly, even for a shed.  Straight-line winds toppled our mighty white 
pine one July day in 2008, and it landed in the worst possible place.  Pine limbs violently punc-
tured the roof.  While the shed stayed intact, it was pushed a foot off  its foundations to the east, 
and stood leaning to the left like a drunken cardboard box.  Just cleaning up the tree debris took 
days, and for a while it seemed the little building was beyond repair.  Perhaps I should pull it down 
and haul it to the Colonie dump. 

 I didn’t have the heart for demolition, and by tugging carefully with my truck and a come-
along winch, the frame gradually straightened – mostly.  Using a car jack, I leveled the floor – 
mostly.  After adding twelve cross braces, the shed was sturdier, but a little less straight, than ever.  
I splurged and hired a roofer who installed a new red metal roof, scrounged another old door, 
then painted it all.  With people and sheds, I’ve decided being slightly crooked adds character.     

SHED HAPPENS 
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Text & PHOTO By David Chinery 
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 It’s All In The Genes 

By Rensselaer County Master Gardener Inge Eley 

In 1975 Edward Wilson published a book entitled “Sociobiology: the New Synthesis”. 

At that time I thought sociology is one topic, biology is another topic and they don’t 

belong together. Boy, was I wrong! What sociobiology claims is that all life wants its 

hereditary material (DNA also called genes) to persist. Sure! This is why humans have 

babies and cats have kittens and so on. But, does it apply to plants? Absolutely! But, 

before I begin to write about plants, let me cite some examples from the animal world. 

  

Recently I was at a party that had a lively dis-

cussion about the willingness of a person to 

die for his child. Sociobiology would say, 

that’s not altruism, that’s selfishness. The 

child, being younger, has a longer life expec-

tancy than the parent, and, most importantly, 

the child contains those precious genes.  In 

honeybees, the workers (usually sterile fe-

males) feed and nurse the queen bee. The 

workers have half of the genes of the queen 

and by taking good care of the queen, chanc-

es are great that more of the existing genes 

will be passed on. 

 

What about plants? For most familiar plants, 

the genes are passed on via seeds. For many 

years I put my amaryllis plants in the base-

ment in November. They had no light nor 

were they watered. In February I brought 

them up, put them on a window sill and the first thing they did was to send up a flow-

er bud. Now, thinking like a plant, the plant was convinced it was going to die-no light, 

no water- what else could you expect? So once the plant had light and water, it wanted 

to be sure its genes would be passed on. Hence the flower (and the seeds). 

 

This is obviously not true of most plants. Most outdoor plants flower according to the 

season. But, look at something like the African violet. If you plant it in a roomy pot, 

chances are the growth will be vegetative. If, however, the violet is crowded in a small 

pot, it will bloom.  So plants, just like other life, want to insure that their genes are 

passed on.  A word of caution: don’t threaten the plant too much; they can in fact die. 

https://www.extension.umn.edu 



With two months still to go, we can nevertheless chalk up 2017 as 

another weird weather year, at least in the garden.  Summer was cool, 

with some of  August downright chilly, then September reversed 

course and brought the heat.  Spring did little else but rain, which ta-

pered off  in August, and now, unbelievably, the land is parched.  

Drought.gov, which gives us the official word, has deemed parts of  western and central New 

York, and Saratoga and Washington Counties, as abnormally dry, along with eastern Massachusetts 

and most of  Connecticut.  The plants know, too.  Summersweet clethra is wilting, and annual 

crabgrass is dying early.  Newly-planted trees and shrubs tended by wise gardeners will be watered 

weekly into November, whereas those at the strip malls and construction projects will remain dry 

and unloved, and probably dead by spring. Justice is spotty in the landscape. 

One species which has no problem with autumnal dryness is the Montauk daisy.  Not native to the 

neighborhood of  the famous lighthouse, its botanical name, Nipponanthemum nipponicum, makes 

clear that it hails from Japan.  Purists note that we should stop the nonsense and refer to it as the 

Nippon daisy, but Montauk conjures up such delightful thoughts of  sea and shore that I’ll hold on 

to the old name.  Commonly seen in southeastern New York gardens, I’ve grown this plant in 

Rensselaer County for at least ten years and found it to be reliably hardy.  Its most endearing trait 

– producing classic yellow-centered white daisies in October – makes it a candidate for anyone 

keeping the garden going as late as possible. 

Preferring well drained, even dry soil and minimal fertility, Montauk daisy will grow into a small 

shrub of  about three feet by late summer.  Its bright green, rubbery leaves tend to wither on the 

lower stems by late summer, producing a leggy, rangy appearance which some find unsightly.  As 

New York Times garden columnist Dora Galitzki wonderfully described, Montauk tends to “lie 

sprawling across its neighbors like a late night subway rider.”  To rein in such behavior, the woody 

stems can be cut back severely in early spring, with a second, more gentle pruning in late June.  

Division may also help.  For anyone who wants more daisies, the clippings are easily rooted, or the 

stems can be carefully pinned to the soil, where they will root quickly.  They may then separated 

from the parent plant.   

Another aspect of  this Nipponanthemum, which to me is not pleasing, is its fragrance.  In fact, I 

would rank this as one of  the most rank of  garden odors, competing with tree-of-Heaven, ginkgo 

fruits, and an odd species of  Dutchman’s pipe once sold to me by an unscrupulous mid-western 

nursery.  It’s a scent that is almost petrochemical, with hints of  diesel fuel; an alternate name might 

be New Jersey Turnpike daisy.  Fortunately, the aroma wafts only when the stems are cut, and even 

better, this pungency might be the reason Montauk is deer-resistant.  For that alone, I will gladly 

tolerate the smell.                        

Last Day’s Daisy 
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Text by David Chinery 
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“But Oh!   

fell death’s untimely frost,  

That nipt my flower so early.”   

 Robert Burns, Scottish poet (1759-1796)  

Gardening Questions?   

Call The Master Gardeners! 

In Albany County:  Call 765-3514 weekdays from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and ask to 

speak to a Master Gardener.  You can also email your questions by visiting their web-

site at www.ccealbany.com    

 

In Schenectady County:  Call 372-1622 weekdays from 9:00 AM to Noon, follow the 

prompt to speak to a Master Gardener and press #1.  You can also email your ques-

tions by visiting their website at  http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/schenectady/  

 

In Rensselaer County:  Call 272-4210 weekdays from 9:00 AM to Noon and ask to 
speak to a Master Gardener.  You can also email your questions to 
Dhc3@cornell.edu 

 

 

“Root Concerns:  Notes from the underground” is a shared 

publication of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer, 

Albany and Schenectady Counties.  It is published by Cor-

nell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County 
David Chinery (dhc3@cornell.edu and (518) 272-4210) 

Newsletter editor, designer and layout technician 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany County 
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Please note:  This tour is being offered by and is the sole 

responsibility of  Free Spirit Vacations  



National Children & Youth Garden Symposium 
Call for Session Proposals  

The American Horticultural Society is pleased to announce its 26th annual National Children & Youth Garden Symposi-
um (NCYGS), the only national professional development event of its kind where we are cultivating tomorrow's garden-
ers by energizing, inspiring, and training today's garden educators.  The 2018 event will take place July 11-14 in Itha-
ca, New York, hosted by Cornell University's Garden -Based Learning and Cooperative Extension.  At the core of 
the symposium are peer-led educational sessions that focus on relevant, thought-provoking topics, provide at-
tendees with practical knowledge and skills, and appeal to attendees representing a variety of experience levels, educa-
tional settings, and youth audiences.  

Now's your chance to share your expertise with garden educators by presenting a session! Sessions must demonstrate a 
relevance to garden education, but can cover a wide array to topics - from gardening for wildlife to working with at-risk 
populations to writing grants and engaging community partners.  Session presenters receive a discounted registration 
rate to attend the symposium.  Please reference these tips and guidelines and submit your session proposal online by De-
cember 8, 2017. 

Save the date for the 26th annual National Children & Youth Garden Sym-
posium! 

Who: adults w orking in  m any different capacities - garden designers, educators, community leaders - to connect 

young people with the natural world  

What: an annual professional development event, the only  national event of its kind where we are cultivating 

tomorrow's gardeners by energizing, inspiring, and training today's garden educators. 

When: July 11-14, 2018  

Where: Cornell University in Ithaca, New  York w ith experiences at the Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca Chil-

dren's Garden, Cornell Botanic Gardens, and more! 

Why: share ideas, success stories, and inspiration with like-minded colleagues from across the nation 

How: four  dynam ic days of: 

 peer-taught sessions covering a range of relevant topics in small group settings to encourage substantive discussions 

 field trips to  regional sites w ith a garden/nature focus  

 expert keynote presentations 

 structured and informal networking opportunities 

           

For more information about NCYGS or to unsubscribe from future NCYGS emails, contact education@ahsgardening.org. 

https://connect.ahsgardening.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ahsgardening.org%2fgardening-programs%2fyouth-gardening%2fncygs%2f2018-ncygs%2foverview&srcid=77073&srctid=1&erid=4369225&trid=6099ccbb-75e5-42c9-ab17-1853a9b67f35
https://connect.ahsgardening.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ahsgardening.org%2fgardening-programs%2fyouth-gardening%2fncygs%2f2018-ncygs%2foverview&srcid=77073&srctid=1&erid=4369225&trid=6099ccbb-75e5-42c9-ab17-1853a9b67f35
https://connect.ahsgardening.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgardening.cals.cornell.edu%2f&srcid=77073&srctid=1&erid=4369225&trid=6099ccbb-75e5-42c9-ab17-1853a9b67f35
https://connect.ahsgardening.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcce.cornell.edu%2f&srcid=77073&srctid=1&erid=4369225&trid=6099ccbb-75e5-42c9-ab17-1853a9b67f35
https://connect.ahsgardening.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ahsgardening.org%2fgardening-programs%2fyouth-gardening%2fncygs%2f2018-session-descriptions&srcid=77073&srctid=1&erid=4369225&trid=6099ccbb-75e5-42c9-ab17-1853a9b67f35
https://connect.ahsgardening.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2friverfarm.wufoo.com%2fforms%2fx147ctz50wwq8sq%2f&srcid=77073&srctid=1&erid=4369225&trid=6099ccbb-75e5-42c9-ab17-1853a9b67f35
mailto:education@ahsgardening.org


The Rensselaer County Garden Garden Tour for 2018 will be held on 
Thursday, July 12 at gardens in the East Greenbush area.  Do you 

have a garden or know of  someone else who has a garden, that would 
make a beautiful addition to next year's tour?  If  so, for infor-

mation, please contact David Chinery at Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion during the week at (518) 272 4210 or Garden Tour Chairperson 

Teresa Murphy at (518) 283-3604. 

Got Gardens? 




