
Do invasive species affect the well-being and livelihood of the people living in the region? 
 
This is a question that we have tried to get the answer to over the past couple of months. 
Recently, a survey was given out in the St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario (SLELO) region in 
order to help determine if this was true. The survey asked people whether or not they felt that 
their well-being, or happiness, and their livelihoods, or income, were being affected by invasive 
species in the region. The survey was placed on social media as well as organization websites to 
help spread the word, as well as the survey being presented at events.  
 
Overall, there were 485 complete responses, with 408 responses being from within the SLELO 
region. Many of the responses from outside the region were from just outside, coming from the 
Syracuse area in Onondaga County. The majority of responses came from within Jefferson 
County, with the least coming from Lewis County, but there was a response from every county 
within the SLELO region. The top responding categories were Hunters, Anglers, Recreationists, 
Loggers/Wood and Forest Benefactors, and Waterfront Property Owners. There were also 155 
responses to a question asking for comments on these invasives, providing valuable insight to 
how people feel invasive species in the region are affecting them.  
 
The survey has shown that people of the SLELO region do feel they are being affected by 
invasive species. Roughly 92% of survey participants reported that their well-being was being 
affected by invasive species in the SLELO region. Roughly 74% of survey participants reported 
their livelihood was being affected by the invasive species in the SLELO region. While everyone 
may not know all of the invasive species in the region and what their impact is, people still feel 
they are affected by the invasives they know about.  
 
Another important statistic gathered from this survey is that roughly 93% of survey participants 
are worried that new invasive species will be introduced that could affect their well-being and 
happiness. Roughly 78% felt that their livelihood could be directly affected by the introduction 
of new invasive species. This shows that people care about whether or not new species are 
going to come into the area that could potentially affect them in the future, and feel that 
something needs to be done in order to make sure they are not introduced.  
 
These examples of results are from only a couple of the survey questions, yet they give a huge 
amount of insight on how invasive species impact the people around us. This information is 
incredibly useful because it can be used to show that people are feeling the effect of invasives 
throughout their lives and they need to be dealt with in our region. As information, such as the 
results of this survey, is gathered it can encourage different people and groups to come 
together in order to educate the public even further about these invasive species and what we 
can do as a society in order to help prevent their spread and introduction. 
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