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Special Regulations for ‘Red Baron’ Japanese Blood Grass  
(Imperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’) 

 
Come January 1st, 2012, cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica) 
will be banned for sale, transport, distribution and 
propagation in Nassau and Suffolk Counties.  Its phase-
out period will have ended and it will be added to the Do 
Not Sell List.  However, excluded from this ban is the 
popular cultivar ‘Red Baron’ (syn. ‘Rubra’) which is sterile 
and is currently considered not to be invasive.  Only this 
cultivar of cogongrass, also known as Japanese Blood 
Grass, will be able to be sold on Long Island.   
 
Local growers and distributors should be aware that the 
species I. cylindrica is classified as a federal noxious weed 
by the US Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (USDA APHIS).  APHIS prohibits 
federal noxious weeds from being imported into the US 

and prohibits interstate movement.  Because it is regarded as sterile, an exception is made for the cultivar 
‘Red Baron’ if certain conditions are met.  I. cylindrica ‘Red Baron’ can be exported out of NY State if and only 
if the state the plant is being shipped to “concurs” with the ‘Red Baron’ exemption AND if a permit is granted.  
The list of states that concur (i.e. accept shipments of ‘Red Baron’ with a permit) changes periodically.  To find 
out if a state concurs or not, call the USDA APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine Permit unit at: 877-770-
5990. 
 
If the state you are exporting to does in fact concur, you will then need to apply for a PPQ Permit, specifically a 
PPQ 526 Permit which is an application for permit to move live plant pests, biological control agents, or 
noxious weeds.  This can be done by mail or online, although the online process is much faster.  To apply for a 
permit, begin by going to the USDA APHIS homepage at:  http://www.aphis.usda.gov/  From here, click 
“Permits” and then click “Apply for PPQ Permit.”  If you decide to apply online, you need to set up an 
“eAuthentication” account to access ePermits.  
 
Although it is possible to EXPORT ‘Red Baron’ if a you are exporting to a state that concurs and a proper 
permit has been granted, it is illegal to IMPORT I. cylindrica and all cultivars including ‘Red Baron’ from any 
other state into NY State.  This is because NY currently does NOT concur with the ‘Red Baron’ exemption as of 
December 2010.  I. cylindrica plants shipped across states without a federal permit are subject to seizure, and 
fines can be issued under the Plant Protection Act.  Movement within a state’s borders is not regulated by 
USDA-PPQ.  For more information on the APHIS federal noxious weed program contact Dr. Alan V. Tasker, 
Program Manager, at 301-734-5708 or Alan.V.Tasker@aphis.usda.gov 

‘Red Baron’ Japanese Blood Grass - Imperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’ 
(Photo Courtesy of Missouri Botanical Garden Plant Finder) 
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