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Common Christmas Tree Varieties 
The type of tree you select depends on what qualities your “perfect” tree 
must have.  Color, needle length, height, shape fragrance and the ability 
to hold ornaments are all traits to consider.  To help you select the perfect 
tree, here are a few of the most common types of trees available, in no 
particular order. 

White Pine - This tree has soft, lacy, blue-green foliage with needles 
about three to four inches in length.  A very graceful-looking evergreen, it 
is very fragrant with excellent needle retention. 

Balsam Fir - This fir has soft, dark green foliage with flattened needles 
about three-quarters of an inch in length has a distinctive "balsam" aroma.  
It has sturdy branching and excellent needle retention. 

Fraser Fir - This fir, also known as "Southern Balsam", has soft, emerald 
green needles with silvery undersides that are about three-quarters of an 
inch in length.  It has a bottlebrush texture, sturdy branching, and 
outstanding needle retention. 

Concolor "White" Fir - This evergreen has soft, silvery-blue foliage with 
flattened needles about two to three inches in length and has a distinctive 
citrus aroma.  It has outstanding color and excellent needle retention. 

Douglas Fir - This hardy "blue" fir, with its lush, blue-green foliage and 
needles about one inch in length, is very attractive. Its sturdy branching 
and outstanding needle retention make this evergreen a holiday favorite. 

Colorado Blue Spruce - This spruce has stout, three-sided needles 
about three-quarters of an inch in length.  Its foliage can vary in color from 
dark green to indigo blue.  It has sturdy branching and good needle 
retention. 

Norway Spruce - This tree has shiny, dark green foliage with needles 
about one-half inch in length. The rich foliage of this spruce can exhibit 
good needle retention with proper care.  

White Spruce - This tree's delicate, blue-green foliage with needles about 
one-half inch in length is very appealing. White Spruce also exhibits good 
needle retention given proper care. 

Serbian Spruce - This spruce is becoming more common due to its good 
needle retention.  Flattened needles are about one-half inch in length, with 
foliage that is dark blue-green above and blue-white below. 

Scotch Pine - This conifer has sharp, blue-green foliage with needles 
about two to three inches in length can be sheared to an appealing 
density.  It has a conical shape, excellent color and needle 
retention. 

 
C. Rowe & Sons Farm 
113 Station Rd., Campbell Hall, NY 10916 
845-656-1942 
Cut your own and fresh cut trees.  Handmade wreaths 
and centerpieces.  Hot chocolate. 
Facebook: C. Rowe & Sons Farm 
 
 
Christmas Tree Lane 
9 Christmas Tree Drive, Wallkill, NY 12589 
845-895-3536 
U-Choose and cut trees or pre-cut trees. Handmade 
wreaths. Pet friendly. 
Facebook: Christmas Tree Lane 
 
 
Emmerich Tree Farm 
101 Sleepy Valley Rd, Warwick, NY 10990 
845-986-0151 
U-Choose and cut trees & pre-cut trees. Handmade 
wreaths. Wagon rides to the field. Hot chocolate. 
www.emmerichtreefarm.com 
 
 
Farm Side Acres 
280 Angola Rd., Cornwall, NY 12518 
845-534-8362 
U-Choose & cut trees. Pre-cut trees. Saws available. 
Facebook: Farm Side Acres 
 
 
 
Graney Tree Farm 
24 Lang Drive, Pin Bush, NY 12566 
845-361-3022 
Cut your own.  Balsam wreaths. 
Facebook: Graney Tree Farm 
 

 

 

 
Manza Family Farm 
730 Route 211, Montgomery, NY 12549 
845-692-4364 
Cut trees.  Handmade wreaths.  Christmas shop. 
Santa on weekends. 
http://www.manzafamilyfarm.net/7.html 
 
 
Pierson Farm 
1448 Rte. 211 West, Middletown, NY 10940.  For 
GPS use 15 Pierson Hill Rd (1/2mile from correct 
location).  845-386-1882 
U-Choose & Cut trees. Handmade wreaths. Gift shop. 
Facebook: Pierson Farm 
https://www.piersonsfarm.com/  
 
 
Rocky Bar Tree Farm 
52 Rocky Bar Rd., Westtown, NY 10998 
845-304-9196 or 845-726-5135 
U-Choose & cut trees. Pre-cut trees. Tree wrapping. 
Handmade wreaths.  Hot chocolate. 
Facebook: Rocky Bar Christmas Tree Farm  
 
 
Stone Oak Farm 
207 Stony Bar Road, Slate Hill, NY 10973 
845-355-4751 or 845-537-9060 
U-Choose & cut trees. Fireplace. Hot chocolate. 
Facebook: Stone Oak Farm 
 
 
Sumner’s Tree Farm 
123 Brola Road, Middletown, NY 10940 
845-800-3018 
U-choose & we cut or cut your own.  Saws provided. 
Facebook: Sumner’s Wintergreen Tree Farm 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/C-Rowe-Sons-Farm-1089235234473430/
https://www.facebook.com/Christmas-Tree-Lane-Wallkill-NY-12589-1406119279622488/
https://www.facebook.com/FarmsideAcres/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Graney-Tree-Farm/553074824833612
http://www.manzafamilyfarm.net/7.html
https://www.facebook.com/PiersonsFarm/
https://www.piersonsfarm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RockyBarFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/StoneyOakFarms/
https://www.facebook.com/Sumners-Wintergreen-Tree-Farm-767697236635782/
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Selecting A 

Healthy Christmas Tree 
Freshness is an important key if you are buying a pre-cut 
(harvested, fresh-cut, etc.) tree.  Of course, if you are cutting your 
own, or having it cut for you, you know it will be fresh!  If you 
cannot cut your own, look for a freshly cut, locally grown tree. 

Get a healthy tree - Don’t buy a tree that is losing green needles, 
or has dry, brittle twigs or a sour, musty smell. 
 
The needles should be resilient. Take hold of a branch about 
six inches from the tip, between your thumb and forefinger, then 
pull your hand toward you allowing the branch to slip through your 
fingers. 
 
The needles should adhere to the branch and not fall off in 
your hand. The needles should be flexible, not brittle. Run your 
finger down a branch - the needles should adhere to each twig. 
Bump the base end of the tree lightly against the ground to verify 
that the needles are firmly attached and to see if any outside 
needles fall off (inside needle loss in Pine trees is common every 
Fall and may lodge against the branches). If only a few drop off, 
the tree is fresh. 
 
Limbs should be strong enough to hold ornaments and 
strings of lights. 
 
When purchasing a tree from a choose-n-cut farm, have the 
producer mechanically ‘shake’ the tree, if possible. This will 
eliminate dead, loose needles, especially in species such as 
White pine and Scotch pine and ensure there is less potential 
mess to reach the home. 
 

Storing, Setting Up,  

and Care of Your Tree 

Keep out of the sunlight - Do not leave a cut Christmas tree 
lying in the sunshine for long periods of time, especially if air 
temperatures are warm. Fresh trees dry rapidly in those 
circumstances. 
. 
Keep it in water - if a tree cannot be immediately displayed in 
water, make a fresh cut on the base of the trunk, and stand it in a 

bucket of water in a cool, shaded location, either indoors or 
outdoors. When the tree is 
displayed in a water holding stand, a second fresh cut is probably 
unnecessary, but might enhance water uptake. 
 
When setting up the tree in your stand, cut off a disk of wood 
about 0.5 to 1 inch (1.25 to 2.5 cm) thick from the base of the 
trunk immediately before putting the tree in the stand. Make the 
cut perpendicular to the stem axis. Do not cut at an angle, or into 
a v-shape, which makes it far more difficult to hold the tree plumb 
in the stand, and reduces the amount of water available to the 
tree. Do not cut off too much trunk, resulting in a handle too short 
for the stand. 
 
If no saw is available, get the retailer to make a fresh cut 
on the base of the trunk before departing for home. Assuming that 
the trip home is relatively short, put the tree in water as soon as 
possible. Species like Douglas fir and Fraser fir can go 6 to 8 
hours after cutting, and still take up water. Do not bruise the end 
of the trunk or get it dirty. 
 
Use a stand that fits your tree. Some stands have 
circular rings at the top, so the ring must be large enough 
so the trunk goes through the hole. Other stands are 
open, which allows more range in trunk size. Avoid whittling the 
sides of the trunk down to fit a stand. 
The outer layers of wood are most efficient in taking 
up water and should not be removed. 

Use a stand with an adequate water holding capacity for the tree. 
Using stands that are too small is a very common mistake. Fresh 
tree use about 1 qt (about 1 L) of water per day per inch (about 
2.5 cm) of trunk diameter. The stand should hold enough water to 
last 24 hrs. If the stand goes dry and is subsequently refilled, 
water uptake may stop or be severely limited, leading to 
premature drying. 
 
Do not use chemicals in the stand to prevent evaporation. 
Water moves into the trunk at the lower cut end, and eventually 
evaporates (transpires) from the foliage. Evaporation from the 
surface of water in the stand is negligible, compared to the loss 
from transpiration. Do not use additives in water, including floral 
preservatives, molasses, sugar, bleach, soft drinks, aspirin, 
honey, or other concoctions. Do not apply film-forming 
antitranspirants. These products supposedly block the 
evaporation of water from the surface of foliage, but in reality 
have little benefit. Do not use water-holding gels in the stand. 
They reduce the amount of water available to the trees. Clean 
water is the only requirement to maintain freshness. 

Decorating Your Tree 
 
Keep displayed trees away from point sources of heat 
(fireplaces, heaters, heat vents, direct sunlight). Lowering the 
room temperature will slow drying, resulting in less water 
consumption. 
 
Use only UL approved lights, electrical cords and devices on 
trees. Check electrical cords and lights for damage prior to 
placement on the tree. Turn off tree lights when you go to bed or 
leave the house. 
 
Hang all ornaments that are breakable, have small, 
detachable parts or metal hooks, or that look like food or 
candy on higher branches where small children can't reach 
them. Green floral wire, which can be twisted firmly around 
branches, is a great way to hang fragile ornaments. 
 
Keep pets out of the room in which the tree is placed, 
especially if you can't be there to supervise. Cats are known 
for leaping onto Christmas trees, especially when pursued by 
another pet. Use a ceiling hook to keep the tree from toppling. 
Both cats and dogs can knock down and break glass ornaments, 
then cut themselves on the pieces. Pets may also gnaw on 
electrical cords for Christmas tree lights. So hide them when 
possible, or help prevent injury by purchasing a pet-proof cover 
for the wiring. 
 
Avoid using artificial snow sprays, as some people are allergic 
and they may cause lung irritation if inhaled. 
 

 
Taking Down Your Tree 

 
Monitor the tree for dryness. If the tree is dry, remove it from 
the house. 
 
Disconnect all electrical devices prior to removing them from 
the tree. 
 
Never burn a tree in a fire place or wood stove. Pine trees 
have a lot of sap which can create a flash or a chimney fire. 


