
With invasive species being a problem in many areas, what can I do to try and keep them off 
my property or control them once they get here? 
 
Invasive species tend to find ways to move around and grow quickly in areas that people don’t 
want them. This means that people are always battling to get rid of them in any way possible. 
There are a few different ways to accomplish this.  
 
One possible way is to use chemical control, with the use of herbicides and pesticides in order 
to prevent an invasive species from continuing to grow and to reduce the damage they cause. 
Many invasive species are very difficult, sometimes almost impossible, to control without the 
use of some chemicals. Chemical control is often used to control different invasive insects and 
plants such as Swallow-wort, Japanese Knotweed, and Emerald Ash Borer. Some people do not 
like to use chemicals, however, and will instead opt to use mechanical controls. 
 
A mechanical control is using your hands or equipment in order to remove the invasive species. 
When it comes to removing invasive plants many people choose to hand pull them or just mow 
over the areas that are infested. This can become an issue in some cases because mowing or 
careless hand pulling can distribute seeds across the area and help spread the plant that is 
growing. Controlled burning is a method used in some instances, but doing this can be 
extremely dangerous and is not encouraged or recommended. Whether it is hand-pulling, or 
the area is being mowed to remove the invasive, it is a good idea to attempt to replant native 
species in that area. Doing so helps the native species compete with the invasive and helps to 
reestablish the native plants to that area. Mechanical and chemical control methods often have 
to be repeated for a while. Invasive species have found ways to make sure that they can survive 
and become established in areas quickly and for a long period of time. 
 
One of the many ways invasive plants endure is by developing what is called a seed bank. When 
a seed bank has been established it will take several rounds of removing the invasive 
(mechanical or chemical) in order to help deplete it.  
 
Another option that has been looked at is biological control. A biological control is when the 
natural predator of an invasive species is found, captured, and released in order to help keep 
the invasive in check. When these predators are found, research is done to make sure they will 
not affect any of the native species as well as making sure the predator can survive in our 
environment. If the biological control does no harm to the native species and is a good fit for 
the ecosystem it will likely undergo controlled releases in areas of need (heavily infested areas) 
and the progress of the control will be monitored. This has been done successfully for some 
invasive species and is currently being considered for many areas around the world. If there are 
any questions or comments about the control of invasive species, contact your local DEC or 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
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