
It seems like a century ago … and it was!  
  

                In 1917, the citizens of Madison County joined a relatively new ‘cooperative extension’ program to extend Cornell 
University research and services to their community. With that decision, a relationship was formed that has shaped, and 
continues to shape, the landscape of Madison County by applying trusted knowledge and resources to address community 
needs.  This year we celebrate our 100-year anniversary of service to Madison County.  
  
                Cooperative Extension is a national program dating to 1862. In that year, the United States Department of             
Agriculture was formed and, just weeks later, President Lincoln signed the Morrill (Land-Grant) Act which provided for the 
donation of land to establish “at least one college in each state where the leading objective shall be, without excluding    
other scientific or classical studies, to teach branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanical arts 
[engineering].” 
  
                That legislation opened the path for Ezra Cornell to found Cornell University in 1865 as New York’s Land Grant     
institution. It is quite remarkable that among the many challenges of the time – including the Civil War and Emancipation – 
President Lincoln recognized the importance of agriculture to building a strong and sustainable society.  Moving forward to 
1914, the Smith Lever Act provided a funding mechanism to extend land-grant research and teaching to the general public. 
So formed the three-arm mission of Land Grant Institutions: teaching, research, and extension.  
  
                Three years later, Madison County embraced the mission of Cooperative Extension and established the Madison 
County office of Cooperative Extension (CCE-MC). With funding from federal, state, and 
county dollars, the CCE structure ensures that programs are designed to best fit the needs 
of each county and results in a cooperative arrangement between each CCE County office, 
County legislative officers and Board of Supervisors.  
  

CCE-MC appreciates the support of its Board of Directors, Advisory committees 
and volunteers, and Madison County Board of Supervisors.  Through this support, the CCE-
MC mission begun in 1917, remains a vital part of our community as we work together to 
help address problems, find new approaches to community issues and create new plans for 
agricultural economic growth and development. 
  
Please mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting on December 4th.  We will have some 

special events to mark our centennial year!   

   Cornell Cooperative Extension of      
          Madison County 

 

IMPACT REPORT 
October 2017 Quarterly      

   The Cornell Cooperative Extension educational system enables people to 
improve their lives and communities through partnerships that put experience 

and research knowledge to work.  

A Century Ago! 

A Message from the ED Karin Bump 

Inside this Report  

A Century Ago! 1 

4-H State Fair 3 

FMNP Outreach  4 

CCE Hop Impact  5 

Rural Pitch Comp  6 

Extreme Weather Ag 7 





Special points of  interest: 

• Funded enrollment 171 

• Total enrollment 200 

• Three program options: 

    Center-Based 

    Combination 

    Child Care Partnership 

• Five centers & 1 partner-

ship sites, all locations, li-

censed by New York State 

• 205 families served during  

the program year. 

  

2013—2104 

Program Year 

         The New York State Fair marks the end of summer 

and is also the ending of the 4-H Year. Madison County  

4-H had numerous youth participate in the New York 

State Fair in many facets including dairy cattle shows, 

equine shows, rabbit shows, animal knowledge           

competitions, and as volunteers in exhibits such as the 

World of Horses tent. One of the most important roles  

our 4-H Members played was working in our county 

booth in the 4-H Youth Building. 

 

The 4-H Youth Building is where the public will find 

youth’s art, woodworking, sewing, mechanical science, 

and other non-animal exhibits. The 4-H Youth Building 

is also a place where youth can work in their county 

booths and talk to the public about 4-H Youth               

Development and all that it has to offer. Each year,   

Madison County 4-H rotates with Herkimer and Oneida 

County 4-H Youth Development programs to man the 

booth for four days each of the fair. In 2017, Madison 

County 4-H was there from August 24-27th. We had two 

clubs “man” the booth, the Young Riders 4-H Club and 

the Oneida Working Bees 4-H Club. Each club did a 

“make-n-take” project for the public to complete and   

projects this year included making bracelets and walking sticks. In a day, clubs manned the 

booth for six hours and made around 

400 projects with fairgoers. While 

making projects, 4-H youth, club 

leaders, and 4-H Educators spoke 

with the public about Madison  

County 4-H as well as 4-H Youth   

Development as a whole and contact 

information was received from those 

interested in learning more about     

4-H. 

 

With the new 4-H year beginning  

October 1st of each year, the New 

York State Fair plays an                 

instrumental role in public relations 

to educate the public about 4-H and 

what it has to offer and allows    

county 4-H programs to reach out    

to  potential new members. 
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4-H 

Madison 4-H at the State Fair by Chelsea Jones, 4-H Educator 

Impact Report 
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Tasting is Believing at the Farmers’ Market by Debbie V SeGuin, Nutritionist 

FMNP 

         Eating more fruits and vegetables adds nutrients to 

diets, reduces the risk of heart disease and other chronic 

diseases and helps manage weight. But the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention reports that in a recent 

survey, 87% of adults in the U.S. population didn’t meet 

vegetable intake recommendations. It’s clear that more 

efforts are needed to increase fruit and vegetable         

consumption. The Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program 

(FMNP) is one effort that is doing just that. A             

partnership between NYS Department of Agriculture   

and Markets, NYS Department of Health, NYS Office for 

Aging and Cornell Cooperative Extension, FMNP        

provides education, resources and support to market 

managers, vendors, WIC participants and low-income 

seniors. The goals are: 

 

• Enhancing food security of low-income families and 

seniors by providing checks to purchase produce at 

farmers’ markets. Strengthening local farmers’      

markets by attracting new customers to markets 

 

• Improving nutrition through increased consumption of locally –grown fresh fruits and      

vegetables and by learning to select, store and prepare fresh produce 

 

This summer, CCE Madison County staff provided           

nutrition education and food demonstrations at 40 markets 

and community events in the central NY region. Eight of 

those took place locally, including markets in Canastota,           

Peterboro, Oneida and Hamilton. Nutrition lessons focused 

on involving kids in the kitchen and shopping on a budget. 

Recipes highlighting vegetables and fruits such as beets, 

Swiss chard, eggplant, apples and peaches encouraged   

customers to taste and purchase new foods. And regular       

consumption of a variety of fresh produce is one big step        

towards better health. 

 

One customer that staff met at a market shared: 

 

 “I tasted one of your recipes at a market earlier in 

the summer. It was so good I made it for my family, 

they liked it too and now we eat it all the time!” 
 



Special points of  interest: 

• Funded enrollment 171 

• Total enrollment 200 

• Three program options: 

    Center-Based 

    Combination 

    Child Care Partnership 

• Five centers & 1 partner-

ship sites, all locations, li-

censed by New York State 

• 205 families served during  

the program year. 

  

2013—2104 

Program Year 

         On a daily basis Cornell Cooperative Extension of    

Madison County receives a half dozen inquiries from 

people either growing or thinking of growing hops   

commercially all over New York and the Northeast. 

The program also has a very strong outreach           

component including newsletters,     media contacts 

and presentations to growers, brewers and other      

industry groups. 

  

       Staff often speaks to groups, either by request or 

as part of a concentrated effort in a given area related 

to producing, processing or marketing hops. In            

  September staff gave a presentation at the annual    

  convention of the International Home Garden Seed 

Producers at the Geneva Experiment Station. The group consists primarily of owners of seed 

businesses from all around the world. Some from as far away as New Zealand and South Africa. 

The title was “Hop Production and the Development of New Varieties suitable for Northeast  

Production”. Brian Markham, the organizer said “we had great feedback from all!!” 

 

          These businesses primarily produce and sell seed for the home market. It is critical that 

nursery and seed companies are aware of diseases that could impact the commercial hop         

industry related to propagation. One of the issues presented had to do with the distribution of    

Japanese hops, an invasive species that is a potential hazard to commercial hop production in 

New York. Hops grown for beer production are perennials, and only female plants are used in 

commercial yards. Japanese hops are an annual and they can carry diseases that can spread to 

hop yards. Staff discussed the importance of “Clean”, virus free production of plants for growers. 

 

         Coincidentally staff recently discovered a 

large infestation of Japanese hops at the Oneida 

Herkimer Solid Waste green waste composting 

site. These were highly infected with hop       

powdery mildew, an economically important  

disease. The director of the facility was          

contacted in order to inform him of the hazard 

potential of this invasive species. With advice 

from CCE staff, that agency took immediate   

action to prevent seed from 

this infestation from 

spreading either  

through their compost or 

by way of the Mohawk  

River which it was  

adjacent to, averting the 

negative impact this could have on commercial hop producers. 

 

 

Page 5 

Hops Program 

Impact—Madison CCE Hop Program by Steve Miller , Reg. Hops Educator 

Impact Report 

Steve Miller presents to International Home Garden Seed     

Producers at the Geneva Experiment Station 

Japanese hops an important DEC “regulated invasive species found at a 

local government composting site. 

Japanese hops found in central New York with hop powdery 

mildew, an economically important disease of commercial 

hop production, a $5 million per year industry.   
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Rural Pitch Competition by Jennifer Farwell, AED Specialist 

AED 

         A new drink made from farm-raised products. A new lotion made from tallow. A new ag-literacy 

facility. These are all some of the ideas 

which got “pitched” out the Rural 

Pitch Competition on September 28th. 
 

         The Rural Pitch Competition was 

a program run in conjunction with the 

Small Business Development Center 

at OCC. Through this program, Jenn   

Farwell, Ag Economic Development 

Specialist, and Melissa Zomro, Small 

Business Advisor, ran a four part    

series to coach new and expanding 

businesses. Together, they presented 

on target  markets, competitors and 

competitive advantage, business   

models, cash flow statements and 

more. 
 

This class was compiled of eleven Madison County businesses that were looking to grow. What are 

they pitching for? An opportunity for the grand prize of $1000. 

 

• “This whole class was inspiring!” said Patty Fowler, Foothill Flowers Farm. “It has renewed my 

energy to work harder and more realistically to grow my business.” 

 

• That was what this class was about. Educating the new, start-up or expanding business about what 

they need to know to move forward. Of course, the prize money helped too. 
 

• “I really got a lot out of the classes and the presentations, and the networking is                               

indispensable.  Really great stuff!” said Monica Cody of Cody Farms. Cody farms is looking to start 

an ag education program for ag literacy in the schools. 

 

After each business owner did their 3-5 minute pitch to the panel of judges, the panel chose the winners. 

This was not an easy decision! 
 

• “I can’t believe this was done with only one month of prep!” said Francine Varisco, a judge who is a 

marketing professor at Cazenovia College. 
 
After much deliberation, the winners were as follows: 

1st prize: Scrap Paper Social – a social media/marketing company 

2nd prize: Deep Spring Farm – a farm looking to expand their rabbitry 

3rd prize: Sweet Tree Switchel – a farm which is undergoing the process to begin production of a beverage 

4th prize: Cazenovia Skin Care – a product made from tallow balm produced at Grey Rock Farm 

  
Small business makes up about 98% of the New York State economy, employing more than 

half of New York’s workforce. By increasing local small businesses, it increases capital        

investments to our county, could provide job creation, and increases the local tax basis.  

"Fourteen local business owners that are learning to be more economically   

stable and flourish in Madison County" 



Special points of  interest: 

• Funded enrollment 171 

• Total enrollment 200 

• Three program options: 

    Center-Based 

    Combination 

    Child Care Partnership 

• Five centers & 1 partner-

ship sites, all locations, li-

censed by New York State 

• 205 families served during  

the program year. 

  

2013—2104 

Program Year 

      

Weather plays a crucial role in the 

success of a farm operation. The 

timing and quantity of               

precipitation affect the yield and 

quality of a crop. Extreme  weather 

events – like blizzards, tornados, 

and hail storms can  reduce many 

years of work to rubble in an      

instant. Farmers in Madison  

County experienced an unusually 

wet spring this year and contended 

with hail storms and flash floods 

throughout the summer. While 

weather affects the success of a 

farm, it is possible for farmers to 

build resiliency to extreme weather 

– including heavy rains, drought, 

tornados, hail, and blizzards – through proactively managing resources. 

 

Following these challenging weather events, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County 

brought together experts and farmers for a Twilight Meeting at Hartwood Farms in Chittenango to 

discuss practices to help build resiliency to extreme weather events on farms. Dr. Allison Chatrchyan 

and Dr. Danielle Eiseman from Cornell University shared tools available to growers and to farmers 

that can help them better plan for extreme weather events and recover following an extreme weather 

event. 

 

Following the presentation, the group toured Hartwood Farms to observe different management 

techniques in action. Maryellen Sheehan and Matt Robinson shared how they have built in a         

redundant water pump to help meet irrigation needs during especially hot and dry periods. They also 

explained how their cropping rotation is designed to increase their flexibility in the event of extreme 

weather, including the hail storm that they suffered earlier in the summer. The group was able to 

explore the farm and learn about how the farmers have built on farm resiliency to extreme weather 

over the past five years. 

 

Following this Twilight Meeting, interested 

farmers have worked directly with Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Madison County 

to create management plans that will help 

steer their farms towards a more resilient 

future. The farmers are using the             

Adaptation Workbook, which is a             

peer-reviewed management planning guide 

that relies on principles of adaptive       

management to create a durable and        

relevant plan. 
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Ag Programming 

Extreme Weather—Ag Programming by Sarah Ficken, Ag Educator  

Impact Report 

Dr. Allison Chatrchyan discussing practices to help build resiliency during extreme weather. 



 

Cooperative Extension is a nationwide system of educational programs that are jointly funded by federal, state 

and county governments. The U. S. Department of Agriculture is the federal partner while land grant          

universities are state partners. The passage of two laws by the U. S. Congress made this nationwide system  

possible. The Morrill Act passed in 1862 established the land grant universities and the Smith-Lever Act in 

1914 funded the federal portion of Cooperative Extension. 

 

Contact Information: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County 

PO Box 1209 

100 Eaton Street 

Morrisville, NY 13408 

315-684-3001   

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized  

for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities  

and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Upcoming Events 

10/4                 Women in Agriculture Discussion Group: Soil Health 

10/4                 4-H Enrollment 

10/14   Second Saturday Stewardship: Forest Stewardship Plans 

10/15                4-H Spirit Day 

10/20                Academy for Dairy Executives Application Due 

10/25    Home Food Preservation Series: Session II—Cheesemaking 

11/1                   Climate Smart Farming— NY Dairy Producers Focus Group 

11/1                   WIA—Holistic Farm Management 

11/8                   Home Preservation Series: Session III—Jam and Jelly Making 

11/9                   Dairy Feeders School 

11/11                 Secondary Saturday Stewardship: Forest Pests 

11/15                 4-H Portfolio Review 

11/16                 Dairy Feeders School 

12/2                   Hops Conference 

12/9                   Dairy Beef Quality Assurance Training 

12/13                 Home Food Preservation Series: Session IV—Pressure Canning 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Madison County 
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Impact Report’s New Format Submitted by Alicia Luhrssen, Ag Subject 


