
I have a beautiful ash tree in my yard. Now that the emerald ash borer has been found in 
Northern New York, what are my options? 
 
There are two important points to recognize in this situation. First of all, the emerald ash borer 
(EAB) will kill ALL ash trees (Fraxinus species only; mountain ash is not attacked). Your tree will 
not be magically spared. Secondly, trees can be protected from EAB so all is not lost. Basically, 
you have three options: 

1. Treat the tree to protect it from EAB. Trunk injections done by a certified arborist or 
pesticide applicator are 99% effective in controlling EAB. Healthy trees with full canopies 
are the best candidates for this option. Injections must be done in the spring and 
repeated every two to three years. If you want to save your tree, this is the only option. 

2. Remove the tree while it is still green. This may seem like a totally crazy option, but 
there is a reason behind it. Once infested by EAB, ash trees can develop a condition 
called ‘ash snap’ as they die. As the wood dries out it becomes very brittle and the tree 
can spontaneously shatter – this is a dangerous situation! Once an ash tree reaches this 
point tree removal professionals will not climb the tree to take it down because it is too 
hazardous. Therefore, other methods must be used to remove the tree, (i.e. cranes, lift 
trucks, etc.) which becomes VERY expensive. Therefore, it is more economical to 
remove the tree while it is still healthy. This is the best option if you are not interested 
in saving the tree, or if the tree is not a good candidate for trunk injections. 

3. Do nothing. This is the worst option. You will be left with a dangerous tree that will be 
very expensive to remove. The tree is a liability that is a hazard to people and property. 
 

For more information and/or a list of certified arborists and pesticide applicators, contact your 
local Cooperative Extension. 
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