
Wonderful to be aboard! 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to serve in the Executive Director position 

in the County within which I have resided for the past 25+ years. The role of        

Cooperative Extension is paramount to the health and growth of our  communities 

and it is with much enthusiasm that I accepted the position to steward CCE here 

in Madison County. Throughout the search process it was clear that there is a 

strong body of work to build on with ample opportunities for innovation and 

growth. I look forward to engaging in many conversations over the next weeks and 

months regarding current and future needs a well as areas within which we can 

make additional impacts. 

While many of you may already know me through my work in the equine industry, you may not be 

aware of my diverse passion for agriculture and the land-grant mission. As a graduate of the        

University of Illinois, my BS and MS animal science experiences included a number of outreach and 

engagement activities and programs through extension. With a PhD in the areas of educa-

tion/administration and policy studies and a broad appreciation of NY agriculture strengthened 

through Cornell University Lead New York program (class 10), I hold a deep interest in serving my 

own community through the Executive Director position. I spent some ear-

ly formative years in 4-H in my hometown of Morton, Illinois, and in later 

years developed a strong personal and professional passion for the land 

grant mission of research-teaching-extension. Given this, in many ways I 

feel as if I am returning home to my early roots. 

I am writing this on 'day 2' but the support and enthusiasm of the 'CCE 

Madison Team' (including Elizabeth Crofut who I cannot thank enough for 

helping in the transition) along with the Board and community has made 

this already feel like the absolute right place to be. Please stop in if you 

are in the area - and/or call (684-3001 ext 104) or email (kb678@cornell.edu). 

I welcome the opportunity for conversations - brief or long! 

   Cornell Cooperative Extension of      
          Madison County 
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Tax Counseling for the Elderly Submitted by Judy Parker 

Tax Preparation Grant has supported seniors citizens and those with disabilities throughout Madison 

County. In 2017 the volunteer work returned $599,575 to those who utilized this free service. In a 

thank you note from a client they called this program, ”A rare gift to this county” it is indeed, but only 

because we have 25 dedicated volunteers who serve our clients in 7 sites, offering services 5 days a 

week for 2 and a half months.   

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County will be hosting the Aspiring Farmers Academy:  

Core Farming practices on July 10 and 24 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. This two part series is designed to provide  

participants with the information they need to move their farm dream forward. This program is designed 

for aspiring farmer and farmers in their first years of ownership.   

 

In this two part workshop, participants will: 

 Learn how to set goals and objectives for the farming enterprise 

 Understand the resources available to them in their community 

 Inventory their assets 

 Begin their business and marketing plans 

 Leave with an action plan  

 

Through focusing on business, marketing, and management skills, participants will be able to assess the 

feasibility of their agricultural enterprise and to create the framework for a successful first few years. 



Special points of  interest: 

 Funded enrollment 171 

 Total enrollment 200 

 Three program options: 

    Center-Based 

    Combination 

    Child Care Partnership 

 Five centers & 1 partner-

ship sites, all locations, li-

censed by New York State 

 205 families served during  

the program year. 

  

2013—2104 

Program Year 

Hello! My name is Jessica Spaulding and I am the new 4-H Educator! 

I am a recent graduate from Morrisville State College where I received 

my Bachelors in Agricultural Business Development. While I was 

there I took the opportunity of working in the livestock barn and was 

able to work with some amazing animals and learn so much about 

them and I hope to share that knowledge with the kids as time goes 

on!  

I come from Essex County where I was in 4-H for nine years and my 

primary focus was in equine. Upon graduating from Morrisville I   

completed my fifteen week internship with the Essex County 4-H    

department where I was their 4-H Summer Program Coordinator. I 

still spend a few free weekends throughout the summer and volunteer 

my time to my home county 4-H by judging horse shows, and holding 

clinics for them. Growing up in the Adirondacks helped me develop a 

love for hiking, fishing, horses, and kayaking. But, despite those  

amazing things I also am an extremely proud aunt to three nieces and one nephew. I can’t wait to  

see what the future holds here and to work with the 4-H kids! 

While at the Madison County Fair we had two of our 4-H members, Jet Williams and Trevor Rounds  

qualify for the State Fair gymkhana. We are incredibly proud of them! Our 4-H Competition Judges  

selected fourteen project pieces for the State Fair that were made by Grace, Declan and Kav Young, Erin  

Curtis, Caitlyn Smithers, Julianna Tomcho, Lilly Mills, Will Groetz, and Andrew Curtis. It was a great week at 

the fair for all of our participants!  

 

We held different events throughout the week and on youth day we had the Young Riders 4-H club making  

paracord bracelets with our visitors and the Busy Bees also there doing an “I am 4-H” project that we will be 

bringing to the State Fair. While those activities were active, Nicole our summer intern was holding a tie dying 

activity. Youth day seemed to be a successful event for the 4-H department!  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension hosted nineteen informational tables from local Madison County organizations 

within the Larkin Building during the fair .  Many tables provided daily outreach and educational activities 

throughout the 8am—8pm day.  CCE also hosted four Eat Smart demonstrations  and an all day Farmer  

Market Nutrition Program demonstration. On Sunday, during Ag Appreciation day, we hosted “Meet Your 

Farmer Day” where visitors had an opportunity to meet farmers from the Madison County area, have samples 

of their products and purchase goods from the farmers directly. We are all  looking forward to growing our  

involvement at next year’s fair! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Eat Smart Demo                 4-H Cow Show               4-H Kid Activity                 FMNP Demo 

4-H Submitted by Jessica Spaulding, 4-H Educator  
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4-H Update and Madison County Fair 

Madison County Fair Submitted by Jessica Spaulding and Alicia Luhrssen 

                                                                                      4-H Educator              Ag Educator 



 

Cooperative Extension is a nationwide system of educational programs that are jointly funded by federal, state 

and county governments. The U. S. Department of Agriculture is the federal partner while land grant          

universities are state partners. The passage of two laws by the U. S. Congress made this nationwide system  

possible. The Morrill Act passed in 1862 established the land grant universities and the Smith-Lever Act in 

1914 funded the federal portion of Cooperative Extension. 

 

Contact Information: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County 

PO Box 1209 

100 Eaton Street 

Morrisville, NY 13408 

315-684-3001   

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized  

for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities  

and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Upcoming Events 
 

7/5                   Women in Ag: Value Added Grants  

7/6-9             Madison County Fair 

    7/6  Ag Appreciation Breakfast 

   7/8 Youth Day at the Fair 

   7/9 Ag Day at Madison County Fair 

7/7                   4-H Evaluation and Qualifying Horse Show 

7/9  Women in Ag: Madison County Fair Meetup 

              Meet Your Farmer: Madison County Fair 

7/10                 Aspiring Farm Academy ( Part 1 ) 

7/19                 Growing Your Agribusiness Discussion Group 

7/21                 Pasture Walk: Managing Runoff during Severe Weather 

7/24                 Aspiring Farmers Academy ( Part 2 ) 

7/26 –7/27      4-H Dairy Show 

7/29  Madison County Open Farm Day 

8/2                   Farm Software Open Office Hours 

8/2  Women in Ag: New York State Fair Meetup 

8/3 - 4              4-H Dairy Show at NYS Fairgrounds 

8/9  Women in Ag: Empire Farm Day Meetup 

8/9 - 11            Junior Livestock Show in Cooperstown, NY 

8/10                 Financial Management 

8/24 - 9/4        New York State Fair 

8/27  Colgate Community Garden - FSMA and Post-Harvest Handling 

8/28                WIA: NY State Fair Meetup 

                        Dairy Girl Network: New York State Fair Meetup 

9/6                   Farm Software Open Office Hours 

9/24                Colgate Community Garden - Soil Health and Composting 

11/1                 WIA—Holistic Farm Management 
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