
CRITERIA FOR 4-H COUNTY MEDALS 

Only for youth 8 years old and up. (Not Cloverbuds) 

ACHIEVEMENT 

Attain a broad knowledge of 4-H projects and activities and their contribution to improving family and 

community living.  Become a skilled, productive and self-directing individual.  Adopt and apply the latest 

practices and research findings to everyday living.  Apply all 4-H training and experience in choosing and 

preparing for a vocation. 

AGRICULTURE 

Develop in self and others, a knowledge and respect for agriculture and its importance to the community 

and to international economy.  Develop skills that contribute to profitable, efficient farming/ranching and 

a satisfying way of life.  Adapt and apply the best management practices and beneficial results of research 

to farming/ranching.  Help others improve their farming/ranching skills and standard of living.  Help the 

family achieve progress in farming/ranching, family life and community involvement. 

ALPACA (LLAMA) 

Become aware of the scope and economic significance of the Alpaca industry.  Acquire skills in alpaca 

production through ownership and care of alpacas.  Learn marketing, processing, distribution and use of 

alpaca products. Develop sportsmanship, cooperation, decision-making ability, and public speaking skills 

through participation in demonstrations, tours and/or exhibits. 

BEEF 

Become aware of the scope and economic significance of the Beef industry.  Acquire skills in beef 

production through ownership and care of beef animals.  Learn marketing, processing, distribution and 

use of beef products. Develop sportsmanship, cooperation, decision-making ability, and public speaking 

skills through participation in demonstrations, tours and/or exhibits. 

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

This medal is awarded to a youth who has completed exemplary work in the biological sciences area. 

CAVY 

County medal is awarded based on program involvement, working with other youth, and over-all 

responsibility exhibited in care of animal. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

This medal is presented to youth who have completed a child care and development project that has 

benefitted the community with additional knowledge, activities, or programs.  

CITIZENSHIP & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 

Become aware of their relationship to others; family, peers, state, nation and world.  Acquire life skills 

that are essential for an individual to become an active, responsible citizen.  Demonstrate social 

responsibility.  Learn to respect and respond to the needs, rights and responsibilities of others.  Contribute 
to community development.  Gain insights into the principles, processes and structures of democracy.  

Learn how issues affect the people of the world, affect us as a nation, and how the individual can become 

involved in addressing those issues 

 



CLOTHING & TEXTILES 

Build self-confidence and poise by developing self-concept and the ability to make the most of one's 

personal attributes.  Develop judgment and creativity in planning an attractive wardrobe that expresses 

individual lifestyle.  Gain consumer skills in making and purchasing clothing and accessories and in 

purchasing and using equipment related to clothing construction and care.  Acquire ability to provide 

proper storage and care for clothing.  Learn to make clothing for self and others.  Make useful wearing 

apparel and accessories, including needlecrafts.  Acquire knowledge of fibers, yarns and processes for 

making fabric. 

COMMODITY MARKETING (Receives appropriate Animal Medal) 

Awarded to youth in the animal science marketing programs, eg. Swine and sheep.  Key leaders supply 

input as to youth they would recommend based on 1) overall involvement and commitment to program, 2) 

participation at related activities, 3) success of marketing and 4) record keeping. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Attain skills and knowledge of how to improve communities in which the youth lives.  Become a skilled, 

productive and self-directing individual.  Adopt and apply the latest practices and research findings to 

supporting your community.  

 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 

This medal is presented to youth who have achieved significant computer technology knowledge through 

their 4-H projects and have shared their knowledge with their club, leaders, parents, or community. 

 

CONSUMER AND FAMILY SCIENCE 

Awarded to a youth that has used their 4-H project to educate the public about issues surrounding family 

and consumer science topics.  The recipient must have shared their knowledge with both young and old 

and given a positive outlook about the issues that they are involved in. 

CONSUMER EDUCATION 

Awarded to youth that have used their 4-H project to educate the public about the products and issues 

involved in their projects.  The recipient must have shared their knowledge with both young and old and 

given a positive outlook about the industry that they are involved in. 

DAIRY 

Become aware of the scope and economic significance of the dairy industry.  Acquire skills in dairy 

production through ownership and care of dairy animals.  Learn marketing, processing, distribution, 

consumption and use of dairy products.  Learn and practice principles of cleanliness and sanitation as 

applied to the production and care of dairy products.  Learn nutritive value of dairy products and promote 

their use.  Appreciate contributions and applications of scientific research to the dairy industry.  Develop 

sportsmanship, cooperation, decision-making ability, and public speaking skills through participation in 

demonstrations, tours, judging and/or exhibits. 

 

 



DOG 

Study the various breeds of dogs to increase dog awareness as well as learning some history of the time 

period each breed came into being.  Study the particular nutritional needs of dogs in order to compare 

them with other species, including humans.  Learn about dog genetics and selection of correct animals to 

use in a breeding program, canine reproduction, dog psychology, problem dogs, dog research, health and 

first aid, grooming and handling, dog obedience and record keeping and the cost of dog ownership. 

ELECTRICITY  

Develop an understanding of and appreciation for electrical products.  Acquire knowledge and develop 

skills in the selection and uses of various types of electrical units.  

ENGINES, TRACTORS & FIELD EQUIPMENT/TRACTOR 

This medal is awarded based on participation in projects regarding engines, tractors, and field equipment. 

ENTOMOLOGY & BEES 

Identify insects and/or bees.  Study insects and/or bees and their relationship to agriculture products, 

public health, and natural resources.  Learn effective, safe methods of insect and/or bee control and 

management. 

FASHION REVUE 

Build self-confidence and poise by developing an understanding of "self" which aids in the selecting and 

making of clothing that is becoming and expressive of one's personality.  Develop skills in planning, 

selecting and making becoming clothing for different occasions.  Select suitable and becoming 

accessories and model with confidence a garment made to meet one's wardrobe needs.  Develop good 

posture and grooming habits.  Acquire knowledge and skills in planning, presenting and participating in 

fashion revues. 

FOOD-NUTRITION 

Learn the importance of including foods from each of the basic food groups in the daily diet.  Understand 

the principles of nutrition as they relate to health, physical fitness and appearance.  Learn about the wide 

variety of foods, which may be included in the diet.  Understand the scientific principles of nutrition.  

Acquire and demonstrate skills in planning, purchasing, preparing and serving tasty, attractive and 

nutritious meals and snacks. 

FORESTRY 

Awarded to youth that have an appreciation for the forest.  They must have a working knowledge and 

understanding of the different types of trees, plants and animals in the woods.  They must be working to 

help preserve the environment around them and to educate others about the importance of preserving the 

forest. 

GARDENING & HORTICULTURE 

Learn basic principles of plant science.  Learn to plan, care for, and manage vegetable and/or flower 

gardens, lawns or commercial horticulture crops.  Learn effective, safe methods of pest control and 

management.  Produce vegetables and fruits for year-round use to improve family nutrition.  Explore all 

aspects of gardening, including its therapeutic role, and its relationship to agriculture production. 



GOAT 

Learn the basic principles of animal science by owning and/or caring for and keeping records on one or 

more head of livestock.  Demonstrate knowledge of sound breeding, feeding and management practices.  

Identify types and grades of animals to employ efficient marketing methods.  Identify quality in wholesale 

and retail animal products and understand their relationship to management practices.  Develop integrity, 

sportsmanship, decision-making abilities and public speaking skills through participation in 

demonstrations, tours, judging and/or exhibits.  Learn the value of scientific research and its influence 

upon animals and the meat industry. 

HEALTH/HEALTHY LIVING 

This medal is awarded to a youth who has engrained the idea of healthy living, not only in their own 

lives, but also in the lives of others through presentations, communications, posters, projects, etc.  

HOME ENVIRONMENT 

Awarded to youth that have shown originality and creativity when completing projects such as furniture 

finishing, and fabric and other home accessories. 

HORSE 

Acquire skills in horse management by owning a horse or pony and being responsible for it.  Appreciate 

riding as recreation.  Learn horsemanship skills and understand breeding, training, and raising of horses as 

a business.  Acquire safety skills to prevent injury to persons and animals.  Promote love and humane 

treatment of animals.  Develop sportsmanship, cooperation, decision-making abilities, and public 

speaking skills through participation in demonstrations, tours, judging, and/or exhibits.   

 

JUDGING 

The youth must have participated in a state event where they evaluated a specific species of animal.  They 

must have working knowledge of the animal and the importance and understanding of correct 

confirmation. 

JUNIOR LEADERSHIP 

Identify and understand roles, attitudes and tasks and functions necessary for effective leadership.  They 

must seek guidance in leadership from older youth and leaders to help develop their own skills.  They 

help to strengthen the local 4-H unit by becoming involved in leadership responsibilities and encouraging 

other youth to do so. 

LAMP OF KNOWLEDGE 

This is presented to youth who have shown significant advancement in their knowledge of their project 

area by advancing to National Level competitions representing New York State. 

LEADERSHIP 

Identify and understand roles, attitudes, tasks and functions necessary for effective leadership.  Seek 

guidance in leadership development, which will provide opportunities to develop self-confidence.  

Strengthen local 4-H units by becoming involved in leadership responsibilities and encouraging other 

youth to do so.  Actively participate in program planning, development and implementation, and help 

recruit new members and leaders.  



OUTDOOR EDUCATION & RECREATION 

This is presented to individuals who have gone above and beyond their project area to education others 

about the Outdoor, its importance to the community and how to preserve it. 

PERFORMING ARTS 

County medals in this category are awarded to 4-H members who have excelled in performing arts for 

their club or their community.  These persons are willing and eager to accept performing opportunities, 

whether it be at their club levels, at county-wide Public Presentation Day or other opportunities where 

they may be acting out. 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

County medals in this category are awarded to 4-H members who have exhibited noticeable overall 

growth during the project year in maturity, responsibility, self-esteem and knowledge.  This growth may 

occur through their eagerness to accept new challenges, their understanding and managing of possible 

difficulties in their lives, and the willingness to step into leadership roles and take "chances" for the 

benefit of themselves, their club or their community.  

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO 

Recognize photography as a useful hobby and as a profession.  Develop skills in taking and using 

pictures.  Learn about photography as an art, a science and a communications tool.  Record events, ideas 

and situations for study or reference.  Learn to observe and appreciate surroundings. 

PLANT & SOIL SCIENCE 

This medal is awarded to youth who have completed projects within the plant science field of study and 

has gone above and beyond to share the knowledge that they have gained with their experiments. 

POULTRY 

County medal is awarded based on program involvement, working with other youth, and over-all 

responsibility exhibited in care of animal. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

County medals in this category are awarded to 4-H members who have excelled as spokespersons for 

their club or their community.  These persons are willing and eager to accept public speaking 

opportunities, whether it be at their club levels, at county-wide Public Presentation Day or other 

opportunities where they may be speaking out as a representative of 4-H.  

RABBIT 

County medal is awarded based on program involvement, working with other youth, and over-all 

responsibility exhibited in care of animal. 

REPORTING MEDIA 

This medal is awarded to the 4-H member (the person responsible for sending in monthly reports on club 

activities) who is consistent in sending in news reports to be published via 4-H Media.  The person who 

sends in the largest number of reports receives this medal. 



SHEEP 

Learn the basic principles of animal science by owning and/or caring for and keeping records on one or 

more head of livestock.  Demonstrate knowledge of sound breeding, feeding and management practices.  

Identify types and grades of animals to employ efficient marketing methods.  Identify quality in wholesale 

and retail cuts of animals and animal products and understand their relationship to management practices.  

Develop integrity, sportsmanship, decision-making abilities and public speaking skills through 

participation in demonstrations, tours, judging and/or exhibits.  Learn the value of scientific research and 

its influence upon animals and the meat industry. 

SHOOTING SPORTS 

Recipient must have an interest in shooting and the conservation of natural resources.  They must help to 

educate others about the importance of safety and to increase public knowledge of this sport.  The 

individual must show proper handling techniques, safety procedures and possess a broad knowledge of 

the sport. 

SWINE 

Learn the basic principles of animal science by owning and/or caring for and keeping records on one or 

more head of livestock.  Demonstrate knowledge of sound breeding, feeding and management practices.  

Identify types and grades of animals to employ efficient marketing methods.  Identify quality in wholesale 

and retail cuts of animals and animal products and understands their relationship to management 

practices.  Develop integrity, sportsmanship, decision-making abilities and public speaking skills through 

participation in demonstrations, tours, judging and/or exhibits.  Learn the value of scientific research and 

its influence upon animals and the meat industry. 

TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING 

This medal is presented to youth who have excelled in a technology and engineering based projects and 

have increased others awareness of their work through presentations, posters, writings, etc. 

VET SCIENCE 

This medal is awarded to youth that have learned the fundamentals of animal health, and the broad scope 

and many fields of veterinary medicine. Youth have demonstrated their knowledge of recognizing the 

normal animal, its structure, function and appearance, in contrast to the abnormal or sick animal. 

VISUAL ARTS 

This medal is awarded to a youth that has completed a project in the Visual Arts field that reflects a 

meaningful, thoughtful process to their work.  Youth have demonstrated technical quality, composition, 

storytelling ability and preparation of exhibit, which includes good workmanship and use of materials.   

WILDLIFE & FISHERIES 

Youth should be able to identify and understand the balances of nature that complete the food chain on 

land or in water.  They should learn and know how clean water and soil effect all wildlife and fisheries. 

 

 

 



WOOD SCIENCE 

Develop an understanding of and appreciation for the fiber products of the forest.  Acquire knowledge 

and develop skills in the selection and uses of various types of wood and products.  Acquire knowledge 

and develop skills in the selection, care and safe use of wood working tools and machines.  Learn about 

the business and economics of the forest products industry.  Learn about environmental protection and the 

wise use of natural resources.  
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