
1143 Perry City Road, Ithaca
This modern farmhouse was designed to be zero net energy, 
along with a host of green building certifications, including 
a LEED for Homes Platinum rating and Indoor Air Plus and 
WaterSense certifications. Heat pump space and water 
heaters —and even clothes dryer!—plus local and reclaimed 
hardwoods throughout and 100% post-consumer recycled 
paper and petroleum-free resin kitchen countertops.

115 Enfield Center Rd. West, Enfield
A perennial favorite on the tour, this off-grid home is full of 
whimsical features, while being super energy-efficient. The 
home combines fun and smart design, including passive 
ground-heated ventilation, passive solar design, a PV system, 
home-made solar thermal system, extensive use of natural and 
recycled/salvaged materials, non-toxic finishes/products, ICF 
foundation, sun tubes, edible landscaping, back-up biodiesel 
generator, and creative cord wood designs.

765 Bostwick Road, Ithaca
This 1840s farm house was brought down to net zero energy 
use through energy upgrades, on-grid solar and a locally 
designed Weaver Wind turbine with battery backup. The 
system even charges their Nissan Leaf! No wonder it’s been 
featured in a cover article in Home Power magazine.

EcoVillage—100 Rachel Carson Way, Ithaca
EcoVillage will be giving guided tours of two areas of their third 
neighborhood (TREE), the Common House and one of their 
Passive House and LEED Platinum-certified net zero energy 
homes. Tours at 1 and 3 only. 

Be sure to visit Gourdlandia while you’re there—a beautiful 
strawbale art studio where Graham Ottoson creates and sells 
her homegrown organic lamps and functional gourd art.

200 Creamery Road, Brooktondale
The homeowner —a Passive House-certified builder—built 
this super-insulated home and farm with a living roof, local 
materials, triple-pane windows, photovoltaics and solar hot 
water, air-source heat pumps, energy-recovery ventilation, 
locally milled and/or sourced wood, reclaimed and salvaged 
materials, natural earthen plasters, a composting toilet, and 
permitted graywater system.

NEXT TO: 1624 Ellis Hollow Road, Ithaca
This tiny development of small (not quite tiny) homes didn’t 
have an address at press time—follow the signs for the GBOH to 
visit some of the smallest, most beautiful and energy-efficient 
timberframed homes you’re likely to see anywhere. Features 
include very energy-efficient construction, local lumber and 
other building materials, natural materials, and air-source heat 
pumps for heating and cooling.

74 N. Applegate Rd., Enfield
This house is a great example of intelligent simple design 
resulting in an affordably built, very efficient tiny house. It’s 
powered with a small solar system and heated and cooled with 
air-source heat pumps. It’s too early to know, but it will likely 
test out very near net zero.

192 Griffin Road, Newfield
This beautiful home has also been on previous tours, but 
only while it was under construction —come see it finished. 
Features include grid-tied PV, composting toilets, passive 
solar design, permaculture landscape, reused materials and 
fixtures, all local lumber including hardwood flooring, masonry 
heater w/no other heating system, superior walls, double-stud 
construction with blown cellulose, clay plaster, and clay paints.

313 E. Miller Rd, Danby        Open only noon-4
This 750-square-foot home (not counting finished basement) 
has been totally re-energized with major energy upgrades 
including air-sealing and insulation, heat-recovery ventilation, 
owner-installed groundmount PV system, and air-source heat 
pumps for space heating and clothes drier. Don’t miss the all-
electric Zero S motorcycle (plus Chevy Volt)! Please only visit 
after noon.

812 Irish Settlement Road, Freeville
This zero net energy house is a hybrid of a 19th-century 
farmhouse that had a deep-energy-retrofit (wrapped in polyiso 
foam and fully air-sealed, as well as basement sealing) with a 
large straw-bale/timber-frame extension. Heating and cooling 
is a mixture of ground source and air source heat pumps. The 
house and two electric cars are mostly powered by 16 KW of 
solar on dual-axis trackers in the back meadow.
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The Ithaca-Area Green Buildings Open House 
(GBOH) is one of the premier events of its kind 
in the country. After taking a few years off, we’re 

returning with 10 beautiful homes that feature both 
cutting-edge and traditional, time-honored green building 
methods, materials, and technologies—seven that have 
never been on the tour and three favorites that are 
returning either with significant upgrades or that weren’t 
finished last time around. 

Get behind-the-scenes tours. Talk with homeowners 
about their process of building and living in a green 
building, and how their design and materials decisions 
have stood the test of time.

Sites are open from 10a-4p unless otherwise noted. The 
tour is self-guided—visit whichever homes interest you 
most, in any order you wish. Due to last-minute changes, 
some sites may not be open on the days listed.

Please help support the CCETC’s Green Building 
Program—donation boxes will be at most of the sites the 
day of the tour.

For the latest information, visit ccetompkins.org/gboh 
or contact Guillermo Metz, Energy Team Leader, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County, at gm52@
cornell.edu or 272-2292, x.185. 

GO GREEN. SHARE RIDES. HAVE MORE FUN.
Fill up your car, slash your carbon emissions, and make 
your green buildings tour more meaningful and social! 
Coordinate rides with friends, family and neighbors 
through Group Carpool. Go to https://www.groupcarpool.
com/t/2g9d8k to sign up to offer or find a ride. You can 
also connect with other people through our Facebook 
event page.
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1 Hemsin House (Umit Sirt & Courtney Royal) 1143 Perry City Road Ithaca X X X X X X X X X X
2 Hammond, Sharon 74 N. Applegate Road Enfield X X X X
3 Mehaffey, Mimi & Jon Yates 115 Enfield Ctr. Road West Enfield X X X X X X X
4 McArthur, Michael 192 Griffin Road Newfield X X X X X X X X X
5 Barrett, William 765 Bostwick Road Ithaca X X X X
6 EcoVillage at Ithaca 100 Rachel Carson Way Ithaca X X X X X X X X X X X
7 Edgar, Steve 313 E. Miller Road Danby X X X X X X X
8 Modisher, Craig & Erica Frenay 200 Creamery Road Brooktondale X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
9 Hare, Zoe & Stuart Staniford 812 Irish Settlement Road Freeville X X X X X X X X X X X X X
10 Tiny Timbers (Caleb & Buzz Dolph) NEXT TO  1624 Ellis Hollow Road Ithaca X X X X X

All the sites on the Green Buildings Open House are chock-full of green features that are sure to inspire. Below is a quick reference guide to 
some of the highlights, but be sure to check the listings on our web site to see each site’s full suite of green features: ccetompkins.org/gboh. Site Matrix

There’s something for everyone on 
this year’s tour! Whether you’re a 
homeowner or renter, designing 

your dream home or looking 
for renovation ideas, interested 
in the latest renewable energy 

technologies, looking for ideas for 
how to reduce your energy use, 
wanting to learn about natural 

building materials, or looking for 
inspiration from creative reuse of 

materials, you’ll find it all here!

Meet the homeowners who can 
share their real-world experiences 

with the green systems and, 
in many cases, the builders or 

contractors who worked on them. 

For more information, visit ccetompkins/gboh 
or contact Guillermo Metz at 607-272-2292
or gm52@cornell.edu.
You can also find us on Facebook!

2017 Ithaca-Area
Green Buildings 

Open House

CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
OF TOMPKINS COUNTY PRESENTS:

2017 Ithaca-Area
Green Buildings 
Open House
Saturday, September 30th 
10AM-4PM

Spend the day visiting local 
homes featuring the latest and 

time-honored green building 
methods, materials and 

technologies.  
Free & everyone is welcome, but donations are 

gratefully accepted. Donation boxes at most sites—
donate once or at every home, your choice!

More information:
607-272-2292, x185
ccetompkins.org/gboh
gm52@cornell.edu
Facebook Page:
Ithaca-Area Green 
Buildings Open House

Brought to you by:
the Energy Team at


