
G
O

L
D

  

M
E D A L   P L A N T   AW

A
R

D

G
O

L
D

  

M
E D A L   P L A N T   AW

A
R

D

Gold Medal Plant Award Winners 2013

Lonicera nitida (Boxleaf Honeysuckle)
A low growing evergreen with small, glossy leaves and a spreading habit 
to 4-5 ‘ tall and 4-6’ wide. Plants can be pruned to form a dense hedge 
or low screen. Boxleaf Honeysuckle prefers well-drained, acidic soil and 
full sun or partial shade. Heat and drought tolerant. It is a good alterna-
tive to boxwood. Plants may become semi-evergreen in harsh winters. 
‘Baggesen’s Gold’ is an upright variety with bright, golden yellow foliage 
and ‘Lemon Beauty’ offers fine, yellow variegated foliage and a graceful 
growth habit. Hardy from zones 7-9.

Thujopsis dolabrata ‘Nana’ (Dwarf Hiba Arborvitae)
This compact, arborvitae look-alike is as durable and reliable in the 
landscape as its relative, but is a more controlled plant of finer texture and 
richness. It is also pest resistant and does not need any significant pruning 
to keep it looking good. A slow grower, Dwarf Hiba Arborvitae can even-
tually reach 3-4’ wide with equal height. It does best in well-drained soil 
and full sun or partial shade. Hardy from zones 6-8.

Quercus palustris  
‘Green Pillar’  
(Green Pillar Pin Oak)
This tall shade tree is rather 
unique with a tight, upright habit 
eventually reaching 50’ tall and 
only 12’ wide. The dark green 
leaves turn shades of deep red to 
maroon in the autumn. Because 
this variety does not reach the 
size of other oak tree species, it is 
ideal for areas of the landscapes 
with limited width. Moist soils and 
full sun or partial shade is best. 
Hardy from zones 4-8.

Cercis canadensis (Eastern Redbud)
This native flowering tree offers petite, deep, rosy pink flowers in profu-
sion along the stems and branches in spring. Mature specimens can reach 
25-30’ tall with a similar width. The heart shaped, dark green leaves pro-
vide a bold texture in summer. Redbud requires very well drained soil and 
prefers partial shade although they will thrive in full sun with adequate wa-
tering. ‘Appalachian Red’ is an exceptionally colorful variety with reddish 
pink flowers, ‘Covey’ is a beautiful weeping form with cascading branches 
and pink flowers in spring and ‘Forest Pansy’ offers deep burgundy foliage 
in spring and early summer. Hardy from zones 4-8.
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2012
Acer griseum (Paperbark Maple)
Small, Specimen Tree with Unique Bark

Amsonia hubrichtii (Threadleaf Blue Star)
Native, Multi-Season Interest Perennial

Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas Fern)*
The ability of ferns to soften the edges of shade gardens 
and impart of feeling of calm serenity cannot be overstated. 

Chionanthus retusus (Chinese Fringetree)
Small, Pest-Resistant, Flowering Tree

2011
Baptisia australis (Blue Indigo)
Blue, Drought-Tolerant Perennial

Carpinus betulus ‘Frans Fontaine’ (Frans Fon-
taine European Hornbeam)
An excellent narrow growing shade tree selected for its 
sleek, narrow growing form.  

Cornus mas ‘Golden Glory’ (Golden Glory Cor-
neliancherry Dogwood)
A small, multi-stemmed tree or large shrub that grows up 
to 25’ in height. 

Sedum spurium ‘John Creech’
John Creech Two Row Stonecrop is a very low-growing, 
evergreen ground cover. 

2010
Lonicera sempervirens (Trumpet Honeysuckle)
Vines allow us to take advantage of vertical space in the 
garden, but finding restrained selections that will not run 
rampant and offer multi-season interest can be challenging. 

Magnolia ‘Galaxy’ (Galaxy Magnolia)
Late-Flowering Magnolia

Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ (Caradonna Sage)
Long-Blooming Perennial

Styrax japonicus ‘Emerald Pagoda’ (Emerald 
Pagoda Japanese Snowbell)
An upright, somewhat columnar,  slow growing tree to 10’ 
tall by 8’ in 10 years, 20-30’ by 20’ wide at maturity. 

2009
Aesculus parviflora (Bottlebrush Buckeye)
Unique, Large, Flowering Shrub

Carex ‘Ice Dance’ (Ice Dance Japanese Sedge)
Tough, Ornamental Grass

Parrotia persica (Persian Parrotia)
All-Season, Specimen Tree

Phlox stolonifera (Creeping Phlox)
Low-growing, flowering perennial ground cover for moist 
shade.  

2008
Clematis montana var. rubens (Pink Anemone 
Clematis)
A vigorous, disease-resistant vine, 20-30’ with many rosy 
pink 2-2 ½” fragrant flowers from May into July.

Geranium x cantabrigiense ‘Biokovo’ (Biokovo 
Hardy Geranium)
A low-maintenance, attactive ground cover that spreads 
moderately fast to form a dense ground cover, compact, 
generally to 6”, occasionally to 12” tall.  

Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’ (Ivory Silk Japanese 
Tree Lilac)
Versatile, small flowering tree is a delightful small tree that 
grows 20-25’ tall. 

Viburnum x burkwoodii ‘Conoy’ (Conoy Burk-
wood Viburnum)
A terrific pest-resistant, dwarf, evergreen shrub with flat, 
fragrant, creamy white May flowers; dense, rounded to 4’ 
tall and 7’ wide.  

2007
Abelia grandiflora ‘Rose Creek’ (Rose Creek 
Glossy Abelia)
A low growing, dense cultivar that has attractive rosy 
foliage. 

Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’ (Heavy Metal 
Switchgrass)
A selection of a native prairie grass with 5’ upright, metallic 
blue leaves.  

Sciadopitys verticillata (Japanese Umbrella Pine)
A remarkably beautiful dark green pyramidal tree has dense 
whorls of glossy flat needles. 

Skimmia japonica (Japanese Skimmia)
A rounded and dense evergreen shrub to about 3’ X 4’ 
for foundation and mixed plantings; nice sized for small 
gardens. 

2006
Hibiscus syriacus ‘Diana’ (Diana Rose-of-Sharon)
This non-fruiting Rose-of-Sharon is vastly superior to the 
old-fashioned Rose-of-Sharon. 

Ilex pedunculosa (Longstalk Holly)
This is one of the most attractive hollies with thornless, 
shiny, 1-3” long, dark green leaves and interesting red ¼” 
fruit that hangs on 1 ½” stems which generally persist from 
October into November when birds don’t get them.  

Rosa ‘Radyod’ (The Blushing Knock Out® Rose)
A pale pink addition to the tough and durable Knock Out® 
rose group.

Stachys ‘Helene Von Stein’ (Helene Von Stein 
Lamb’s Ears)
A beautiful plant with 6” X 2” silvery leaves.  

2005
Hydrangea quercifolia (Oakleaf Hydrangea)
A dramatic, summer-flowering shrub with creamy white 
cone-shaped flowers up to 1 long that age to purplish-pink. 

Picea orientalis (Oriental Spruce)
Dense, graceful, narrow, pyramidal spruce with pendulous 
branches, and short, ¼ - ½’ needles that are a very dark 
green and shiny.

Prunus ‘Hally Jolivette’ (Hally Jolivette Cherry)
A beautiful, small, flowering cherry tree. 

Waldsteinia ternata (Siberian Barren-strawberry)
A tough, vigorous, mat forming semi-evergreen ground 
cover. 

2004
Hypericum frondosum ‘Sunburst’ (Sunburst 
Golden St. Johnswort)
An upright, 30” x 30” deciduous shrub with a profusion of 
bright yellow flowers in June into July and attractive blue-
green foliage. 

Leucanthemum ×superbum ‘Becky’ (Chrysan-
themum ‘Becky’)
Becky Shasta Daisy is a showy, long flowering (June to 
August with deadheading) perennial with white daisy-like 
blooms and dark green shiny evergreen foliage. 

Sarcococca hookeriana var. humilis (Dwarf 
Sweetbox)
Attractive, dark evergreen foliage that hides the highly 
fragrant white flowers which bloom February-March. 

Sorbus alnifolia (Korean Mountain Ash)
An extremely decorative, deciduous tree with few problems 
(unlike other Mountain Ashes). 

2003
Clethra alnifolia ‘Compacta’ (Compact Summer-
sweet)
A small growing, dense multi-stemmed shrub that grows to 
4’-5’ tall with a spread of 6’. 

Daphne × transatlantica ‘Jim’s Pride’ (formerly 
Daphne caucasica) (Jim’s Pride Daphne)
A wonderfully scented small shrub, growing to about 4’ 
by 4’.

Heuchera villosa ‘Autumn Bride’ (Autumn Bride 
Alumroot)
Hard-working native of a mostly evergreen perennial for 
difficult dry shade locations. 

Thuja plicata (Western Arborvitae)
Dark green graceful pyramidal conifer which provides good 
year round color. 

2002
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides (Plumbago or 
Blue Leadwort)
A durable, deciduous ground cover that can be used for 
edging or at the front of the border. 

Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolaris (Climbing 
Hydrangea)
An attractive, clinging vine.  

Malus Sugar Tyme® (syn.’Sutyzam’ P.P.#7062)
Sugar Tyme® Crabapple is a highly disease-resistant 
crabapple. 

Viburnum dilatatum ‘Erie’ (Erie Linden Vibur-
num)
An adaptable, medium-sized, 8’ high, 8’ spread at maturity, 
broad, rounded shrub. 

2001
Cephalotaxus harringtonia ‘Duke Gardens’ 
(Duke Gardens Plum Yew)
A small deer-resistant conifer gracefully spreading conifer. 

Epimedium x perralchicum ‘Frohnleiten’ (Frohn-
leiten Barrenwort)
A sturdy, quick establishing, low maintenance ground cover 
for the shade. 

Rudbeckia nitida ‘Autumn Sun’ (syn. ‘Herbst-
sonne’)
Autumn Sun Coneflower produces a dramatic show in the 
late August and September garden with many 3 to 411 yel-
low-rayed, green eyed flowers on 5’ to 6’ upright growing 
stems holding large shiny, gray-green leaves. 

Stephanandra incisa ‘Crispa’ (Cutleaf Stephan-
andra)
A small to 3’ tall plant with deeply incised, triangular glossy 
green leaves producing a nice, textural shrub. 

2000
Corylopsis pauciflora (Buttercup Winterhazel)
An attractive delicate-looking, deciduous shrub with soft 
yellow April flowers. 

Fothergilla gardenii (Dwarf Fothergilla)
A fragrant shrub native to the southeastern United States. 

Microbiota decussata (Russian Arborvitae)
Evergreen ground cover that makes a unique replacement 
for junipers. 

Stewartia pseudocamellia (Japanese Stewartia)
A multi-season very attractive flowering tree. 

Past Gold Medal Plant Award Winners
For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at http://ccesuffolk.org/nursery-landscape-program/.


