
The agriculture industry is promoted all over the New York State Fair, the Dairy Cow Birthing 
Center is an example. How many calves are born at the fair?  
 
The Dairy Cow Birthing Center at the New York State Fair is in its 5th year of bringing udder 
miracles to fairgoers. That’s a lot of calves! According to Eileen Jensen of NY Animal Agriculture 
Coalition: “Witnessing the miracle of life is something that dairy farmers get to experience 
every single day on the farm and we wanted to share this experience with everyone at the State 
Fair and beyond because it is our hope that everyone can enjoy this experience and walk away 
with a better understanding and, hopefully, appreciation for everything that dairy farmers do to 
care for their animals, their land, the environment, and their community.” 
 
Dairy farms from throughout NYS generously donate their time and their cows to create this 
display. Each day, there are three cows that are due to give birth. While the three cows due 
each day hang out in the maternity pen, three more cows rest up for labor in the holding pen.  
Here, they can eat, drink, walk around, rest, and get their back scratched by a giant brush.  
While twins and triplets are rare, they are a possibility!  Even if each cow only had one calf, that 
would be 39 baby cows in just 13 days! 
 
To ensure that cows and calves have the best experience at the fair, each day there is a team of 
volunteers who provide different services to the animals as well as speak with the public. 
There’s also a veterinarian on staff and a herdsperson to do daily chores such as feeding, 
cleaning, and milking the new mothers…after all, the birth of a calf begins lactation! In addition, 
the farmer, the NY Animal Agriculture Coalition, and 
volunteers from the industry are there to answer any 
questions. Have a question? Just look for the teal 
shirts with the saying “There’s no udder place for the 
answer” on the back. This rings true because these 
folks live and breathe dairy in some capacity whether 
its farming, academics, sales, marketing, consultation, 
extension, vet/vet tech, etc.  
 
If you can’t stay for the whole day, (trust me, you 
won’t want to miss a minute!) you can stream live 
video from the calving pen via YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n94_M3wo4EM. 
By following #uddermiracles on social media, you can 
see videos, photos, and updates throughout the 
entire fair.  
 
So now that you are excited to see the exhibit for yourself, you are probably wondering how to 
find it! The Dairy Cow Birthing Center is housed in a large tent over by the beef cattle barn and 
is closest to the gray parking lot. A giant blow up cow named Bertha is another indicator on the 
fairgrounds that you are about to enter the udderly amazing exhibit. There are still a few days 
left! 
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