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ACRA — Columbia-Greene Cornell Cooperative Extension applied for state funding for a 
sustainable stormwater treatment project that will also act as a lesson for students and 
municipalities about what they can do to help the environment. 

The local Cornell Cooperative Extension is proposing to build a permeable parking area at its 
Agroforestry Resource Center/Siuslaw Model Forest, which the group says will make runoff 
from the parking lot cleaner when it enters the Bowery Creek and eventually ends up in the 
Hudson River. 

The project that started three years ago hit some bumps but on Aug. 1, Cornell submitted an 
application for a grant from the state Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

“The first year our proposal was not accepted because we did not provide the information we 
needed, and the second year we were told we could not apply,” said Chuck Brooks, executive 
director of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties. “Our parking lot is 
not the nicest thing in the world, so this is something that has been talked about for a long time.” 

There will be a slanted impermeable lot that will cause stormwater to flow onto the permeable 
lot where the water will be absorbed directly into the ground through the porous pavement, 
rather than run off the lot into the ground. 

“It will bring water into the ground cleaner,” Brooks said. 

The plan also includes strategically placed rain barrels and gardens to collect stormwater runoff, 
and trees to absorb water, too. 

“We can collect the water for use in gardens,” Brooks said. 

The project is estimated to cost $827,729, and Cornell is asking the state for $735,188. The 
grant requires a 10 percent local match and the local share would be $92,571, or 11.2 percent. 

Greene County Administrator Shaun Groden said the county installed permeable asphalt behind 
the Greene County Office Building at 411 Main St. The asphalt absorbs runoff, controlling 
erosion as the water makes its way to the Catskill Creek. 

“We have had the permeable parking lot for a little more than a year now and it works well,” 
Groden said. “I was a little skeptical of it at first. It works well in the right application.” 

Cornell is also pitching the project as an educational tool, with the project also including 
educational signage. 

“This can be one more educational tool for students and local officials,” Brooks said. “People will 
learn about best practices for handling stormwater that can help to keep the Hudson River 
clean.” 



Brooks said one or two classes from Columbia-Greene Community College will visit the facility 
to test the water in the creek once a month or after a large-scale stormwater event to see how 
the project is helping the creek stay clean. 

Cornell, if it receives the state funding, plans to start the project in spring 2019. Brooks said it 
will take about a year to complete. 

“If every city along the Hudson River could do this, it would greatly improve the water quality in 
the river,” Brooks said. 

 

 
 


