
With so many hop plants in one place, a hopyard creates an 

ideal environment for pests that like to eat them. In order to 

prevent outbreaks to the best of your ability, it is important 

to be familiar with the life cycle of common hop pests and to 

develop a scouting program. In addition, it is important to 

know when a potential pest is not causing significant eco-

nomic damage as to avoid applying a broad spectrum insec-

ticide when it is not necessary. Applying unnecessary insec-

ticides is not only expensive but it is also disrupting benefi-

cial organisms, polluting our environment, damaging the 

health of numerous life forms and it improves the resiliency 

of the very species we are trying to kill.  

Insect and Mite Management  

 Two Spotted Spider Mites  

 Hop Aphids  

 Potato Leafhoppers  

 Japanese Beetles  

 Insects and Mites of Primary Concern  

Learn about the primary insects 

and mites you should be concerned 

about in your hopyard.  

 

 

 

 

“To be successful, the first 

thing to do is to fall in love with 

your work.  

- Sister Mary Lauretta  
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Two spotted spider mites damage hop plants by feed-

ing on leaves and cones. When abundant, spider mites 

feeding on leaves causes bronzing of leaves and re-

duces plant vigor. Feeding on the cones leaves them 

desiccated, brittle and discolored which results in a re-

duced quantity and quality of the yield. The cones 

may have accelerated oxidation after harvest and re-

duced storability.  

Two Spotted Spider Mites   

Hop aphids are an economically dam-

aging pest of hops. Hop aphids are 

pear shaped and range from yellow 

to light green in color. These soft 

bodied insects are found on the un-

derside of hop leaves. Immature    

individuals are wingless while adult 

females have wings. All hop aphids 

life stages are seen on hops. Hop 

aphids have piercing sucking mouth-

parts which are used to suck the 

phloem out of the plant. They secrete 

a sugary substance called “honey 

dew”. This substance when secreted, 

especially in hop cones, provides the 

perfect habitat for sooty mold fungi 

to grow.  
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Most of the  information in this newsletter has been sourced from the 2015 Cornell Integrated Hops Production 

Guide. For more information about insect and mite management check out the full book that you can purchase 

online at: https://store.cornell.edu/p-197184-2017-cornell-integrated-hops-production-guide.aspx 

Potato leafhoppers are a sporadic but sometimes seri-

ous pest of hops. Potato leafhoppers do not overwinter 

in northern latitudes due to the cold winters. Each 

spring however, large numbers of adults migrate north 

on storm fronts and colonize a number of different 

plant species including hops. Adult potato leafhoppers 

are wedge-shaped iridescent green, while the nymphs 

are usually bright green. The nymphs, generally found 

on the undersides of leaves, walk in a sideways “crab-

like” manner that helps distinguish them from other 

leafhopper species. Both adults and nymphs feed by 

sucking sap from the vascular system of hop leaves. 

Monitoring of population levels through frequent 

scouting can provide the necessary information neces-

sary to determine whether an insecticide application is 

necessary for this pest.  

Potato Leafhoppers  

Japanese Beetles  

Japanese beetles are distinguished by 

a metallic green abdomen and copper 

outer wings. Tufts of white hairs are 

arranged along the side of their half-

inch body and behind the wing tips. 

Adults can cause damage by feeding 

on the foliage and occasionally the 

cones. There is one generation per 

year with the peak of adult activity 

occurring in midsummer.  


