
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

The cool, wet spring and prolonged rainfall in the summer of 2017 have led to quite a few garden problems, 
but there is also some good news as a result of this unusual weather.  
 
Let’s get the bad stuff over first: 

 An increase in fungal diseases across all species of plants. Fungi are encouraged by cool and wet 
conditions. Fungal diseases that were most common were maple anthracnose and apple scab, both of 
which cause lesions to develop on the leaves resulting in early leaf drop. Neither of these fungal 
diseases will kill the trees – it just makes them look unsightly for the season. Vegetables continue to 
suffer from mildews, especially on cucurbits. Early blight and septoria leaf spot of tomatoes showed 
up earlier in the season than normal. 

 Some crops just did not do well because of too much moisture. Onions fared poorly, especially if they 
were growing in saturated clay soils. The excessive moisture continually leached nitrogen out of the 
soil causing the leaves of some plants to be a light or yellow-green instead of a healthier dark green. 

 Soil compaction issues. High traffic, heavy clay, turf and garden areas were more likely to develop soil 
compaction issues due to the constant rainfall. 

 The poor spring weather delayed the planting of many 
garden crops. In fact many gardeners had to replant seeds 
several times before they took hold! This is not too much 
of an issue with most vegetables – it has just caused things 
to come into harvest about two weeks later than usual. But 
longer season vegetables like pumpkin and winter squash 
may reach maturity so late that harvests will be limited due 
to frost. 

 And of course…more moisture led to more succulent and 
profuse weed development, which leads to more weeding 
for the gardener. 

 
There are some positive aspects of our moisture-laden season: 

 Yes, there were more weeds, but they were much easier to pull! 
 Little, if any time was spent irrigating. 
 Abundant moisture has led to larger fruits and vegetables. This is especially true for moisture loving 

crops like cucumbers, peppers and greens. 
 And despite our fears that late blight of tomatoes would rear its ugly head much earlier in the season, 

that hasn’t happened. It has shown up in western New York, and by the time you read this it may be 
in Jefferson County, but this timing is right in line with what we see every year. Tomatoes should 
produce a good crop! 
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We also had several reports of turfgrass rust 
which is encouraged by warm nights,  

wet leaves, and cloudy weather. 


