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Oneida County Agriculture

Farmers and farm landowners are the stewards of more than 25% of the total acreage 
in Oneida County.  This working landscape is distributed throughout our County.  All of 
our Towns have high quality farmland soils, and in many Towns farms occupy more 
than half of the land.  This agricultural sector is a major contributor to our local 
economy; it is also a precious legacy we are committed to preserving.   
 
According to the most recent USDA Census of Agriculture, Oneida County's farms 
generated over $113,000,000 in annual sales revenues.  The dollars generated from 
agricultural sales cycle through the local economy, supporting a wide range of other 
businesses – equipment and seed dealers, bankers, insurers, and many more.   
 
Farms also contribute to the County’s visual character and to our quality of life.  They 
offer both local residents and visitors access to fresh, healthy, local food products; they 
preserve open space and wildlife habitats; and they contribute to recreation and 
tourism attractions including hunting, fishing, motorized vehicle use, and farm tours.   
 
Oneida County’s farm economy is diverse, including over 1,000 enterprises ranging 
from part-time backyard operations to large, highly capitalized businesses. These farms 
produce everything from feed corn and milk to strawberries and tomatoes and cheese 
and meat products. One thing all of these farms have in common is that they are family 
businesses, owned and operated by Oneida County residents whose success is directly 
tied to the continued success of our County. 
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However, in our County as in all of the Northeast US, the numbers of farms, the acres in 
farmland, and the number of people involved in agriculture have all declined over many 
years.  In a globally competitive world, our agricultural legacy is threatened by 
competition for land from other uses, including residential and commercial 
development, and by a volatile business environment.  
 
But Oneida County has more than 200,000 acres of high quality farmland; a strong 
supportive network of producers, agribusinesses, processors, and service providers; an 
extensive transportation infrastructure; and proximity to major population centers.  All 
of these continuing advantages position our agricultural sector for a bright future.   
 
Increasingly, farmers and advocates for the future of farming are recognizing that the 
agriculture industry of the future will look different from the agriculture of the past, and 
that planning for an unpredictable future requires both preserving key productive farm 
resources and encouraging the exploration of new business models.   
 
In recognition of both the challenges and opportunities facing agriculture, Oneida 
County is committed to supporting our existing farm businesses and to creating a 
welcoming environment for alternative modes of farming, including direct marketing, 
production of specialty products for niche markets, and agritourism.  To support these 
enterprises the County will continue its investments in marketing and business 
development opportunities such as the Oneida County Public Market, agritourism 
promotion with Oneida County Tourism, and farm-based business incubation with 
Mohawk Valley Community College.  
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An Agriculture-Friendly County 

To ensure that our farms continue to succeed and contribute to our economy and our 
quality of life, Oneida County has undertaken an Agriculture-Friendly Oneida County 
Initiative, with three primary areas of activity: 
 

 Helping existing farms develop new opportunities, especially through the 
development of agritourism and joint marketing efforts 

 Helping new farm businesses get started, and 

 Ensuring that policies at all levels of government are supportive of agriculture 

 

The Role of Local Government 

In New York State, many of the decisions that affect farms are the purview of municipal 
government at the Town and Village level.  New Yorkers value this "home rule" system, 
which allows local residents to make their own local decisions about how and whether 
to regulate activities that may have an impact on the quality of life, health, safety and 
general welfare of local residents.   
 
Local residents and municipal officials charged with making regulatory decisions may, 
however, lack specialized expertise and may benefit from familiarity with available 
tools that can help them make the best decisions and implement them effectively.  
They also may be unaware about activities and initiatives taking place beyond 
municipal boundaries that may either support or conflict with their local decisions.  
 
This Initiative is intended to help Towns and Villages in Oneida County to support the 
agriculture within their jurisdictions; to familiarize them with tools and resources that 
can facilitate such efforts; and to recommend specific actions that will strengthen their 
efforts in support of agriculture. 
 
It is the goal of the County Executive to ensure that, when planning and regulatory 
decisions are made in Oneida County, at all levels of government, agriculture lands and 
the farms that manage those lands are recognized as more than "blank spaces on the 
map", and that a diverse and changing agriculture sector continues to find Oneida 
County a friendly place to farm.   



 

 6 

Toolkit 

Comprehensive Plans 

Under New York State law, in order for any Town ordinance or law regulating land use 
to be effective – these include zoning, subdivision, special use permit, and site plan 
review requirements - it must be supported by a Comprehensive Plan.  The 
Comprehensive Plan establishes the vision that a municipality has of itself and its 
future, and should be the result of a process of public input; it sets out goals and 
objectives for the Town; and it should be duly adopted by the Town’s governing body.  
 

 The development of a new or updated Comprehensive Plan is an opportunity to 
document the agricultural assets in your Town, including the number and 
location of farmed parcels and acres of prime or statewide significant soils.   

 It is also an opportunity to clearly identify the contributions agriculture makes to 
your Town’s economy and its quality of life, and to articulate goals that support 
agriculture and guide future policymaking.    

Characteristics of an Agriculture-Friendly Comprehensive Plan: 

 The new or updated Plan is the result of a public input process that includes 
presentations, surveys, and discussions of the role of agriculture in the community 

 The Plan’s vision statement describes an important role for agriculture in the future 
of the municipality 

 Specific goals for agriculture are articulated in the Plan 
 Includes maps of agricultural lands, including important farmland soils, agricultural 

districts, etc.  
 Describes the economic contributions of agriculture to the town 
 Describes other contributions of agriculture, including landscape preservation, 

natural resource protection, and quality of life 
 References and aligns with the existing County Agricultural and Farmland 

Protection Plan 
 References and aligns with other local agricultural and farmland protection plans 
 Establishes policies supportive of farming activities and farmland protection 
 Identifies and describes competitive development pressures likely to impact 

agriculture, including existing and planned water and sewer infrastructure, and 
recommends planning strategies that will minimize those pressures 

 Identifies action steps for Town government in support of farming activities and 
farmland protection 

 Describes and supports the role of New York State Agricultural Districts in 
protecting farming activities and farmland 

 Describes and supports the use of conservation easements, including New York 
State’s Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program and other available tools to 
preserve viable farms and farmland  
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Land Use Regulations  
(Zoning, Subdivision, Site Plan Reviews, etc.) 

Many farms in Oneida County pre-date the existence of local land use regulations, and 
are “grandfathered” with regard to those policies. Nonetheless, those policies play an 
important role in maintaining the agriculture-friendliness of our Towns into the future, 
especially as the characteristics of farm operations change over time.  Regulatory 
choices made at the local level can create opportunities for agriculture; they can also 
create undue and sometimes unintentional barriers to farm enterprises.   
 
Zoning laws typically regulate where and how farms can operate, and what review 
processes a landowner may be required to undergo before starting a new farm 
operation.  Zoning may establish districts where farming is permitted “as of right” – 
meaning no review process is required - or may require site plan or special use permit 
review and approval for some or all farming activities.  Some regulations may establish 
minimum setbacks from property lines for farming activities, maximum heights for 
structures, a minimum number of acres, or a maximum number of animals of a 
particular type.   
 
While such regulations may appropriately protect non-farm neighbors from potential 
impacts of agriculture, it’s essential that municipalities hoping to be agriculture-friendly 
consider the barriers such regulations may represent to farm businesses. If local 
regulations erect barriers that can’t realistically be overcome, farms may be effectively 
“zoned out” of an area. Choices made by local communities in their zoning can also 
affect land values; make farm expansion or start-ups difficult; contribute to land use 
conflicts; and even hasten conversion of farmland to other uses. 
 
Land use regulations can also introduce confusion if they fail to clearly define the land 
uses they are intended to regulate. In order to minimize potential confusion and 
encourage appropriate decision-making, agriculture-friendly land use regulations 
include expansive definitions of agriculture and agriculture-related activities that 
recognize the wide range of activities that make up a thriving agriculture sector.    

Characteristics of an Agriculture-Friendly Land Use Regulation: 

 The regulation’s statement of purpose addresses intended and potential impacts of 
the regulation on agriculture 

 Allows agriculture as a permitted use “by right” in one or more zoning districts 
 Recognizes that agricultural uses include a diverse range of activities that may 

affect neighbors, and is designed to limit conflicts between neighboring uses  
 Provides for buffer zones between agricultural uses and residential uses, especially 

new development and subdivisions, to minimize neighbor conflicts with agriculture 
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 Includes broad definitions of agriculture and farming activities, recognizing the 
diverse range of activities that may take place on farms 

 Includes clear and inclusive definitions for specific terms including “agriculture”, 
“agricultural structures”, “farmworker housing”, “agritourism”, “farmstand”, etc. 

 Specifically addresses the role of agritourism and emerging farm-related businesses 
(breweries, wineries, etc.), and identifies locations and conditions for permitting 
these uses 

 Specifically addresses the role of processing facilities for farm products, whether 
on-farm or elsewhere, including slaughter facilities, packing facilities, shared-used 
kitchen facilities, etc. and identifies locations and conditions for permitting these 
uses 

 Describes and encourages the use of innovative development patterns that 
preserve farmland, such as conservation subdivisions, clustering, and Transfer of 
Development Rights (TDR) 

 Makes reasonable accommodations for signage and road access for on-farm sales 
 Minimizes the permitting requirements for on-farm sales of products from a farm 
 Recognizes farm structures (including greenhouses, equipment storage structures, 

and livestock barns) as permitted accessory structures to farms in locations where 
farms are permitted as of right 

 Requires Agricultural Data Statements and provides for the review of potential 
impacts on agriculture when other, non-farm, development projects are proposed 
in agricultural areas 

 Provides appropriate exemptions for agricultural uses and structures from 
maximum heights and minimum setbacks that may apply to other, non-agricultural, 
uses and structures 
  

Definitions 
The interpretation and administration of land use regulations will largely determine the 
"agriculture-friendliness" of a Town, so it is essential that those regulations incorporate 
definitions of agriculture and related operations that are clear; inclusive; and to the 
extent possible consistent with definitions used by New York State and neighboring 
municipalities.   
 
New York State’s Agriculture and Markets Law provides the following broadly inclusive 
definition for the term “farm operation”: 
 

Farm operation: The land and on-farm buildings, equipment, manure processing and 
handling facilities, and practices which contribute to the production, preparation and 
marketing of crops, livestock and livestock products as a commercial enterprise, 
including a ‘commercial horse boarding operation’ as defined in subdivision thirteen of 
this section, a ‘timber operation’ as defined in subdivision fourteen of this section and 
‘compost, mulch or other biomass crops’ as defined in subdivision sixteen of this section 
and ‘commercial equine operation’ as defined in subdivision seventeen of this section. 
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Such farm operation may consist of one or more parcels of owned or rented land, which 
parcels may be contiguous or noncontiguous to each other.  
(Source: New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 25-AA, Section 301) 

 
Following, for reference, are examples of definitions for some other important 
agriculture-related terms that may be incorporated in local regulations.  Additional 
definitions are included in the addenda to this document.  Towns should of course 
adapt these as appropriate to their specific goals and circumstances. 
 

Agritourism:  Activities, including the production of maple sap and pure maple products 
made therefrom, conducted by a farmer on-farm for the enjoyment and/or education of 
the public, which primarily promote the sale, marketing, production, harvesting or use 
of the products of the farm and enhance the public's understanding and awareness of 
farming and farm life.  (Source: New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 25-AA, 
Section 301) 
 
Farm and food product: Any agricultural, horticultural, forest, or other product of the 
soil or water, including but not limited to, fruits, vegetables, eggs, dairy products, meat 
and meat products, poultry and poultry products, fish and fish products, grain and grain 
products, honey, nuts, preserves, maple sap products, apple cider, fruit juice, wine, 
ornamental or vegetable plants, nursery products, flowers, firewood and Christmas 
trees. (Source: NYS Agriculture & Markets Law, Article 22) 

 
Farmers market: Any building, structure or place, the property of a municipal 
corporation or under lease to or in possession of a public or private agency, individual or 
business used or intended to be used by two or more producers for the direct sale of a 
diversity of farm and food products, as defined in subdivision four of this section, from 
producers to consumers and food buyers. Such market may also include facilities for 
the packing, shipping, first-instance processing or storage of farm and food products, 
and shall include all equipment used or intended to be used in connection with such 
facilities. Such market may also include other businesses which reasonably serve the 
public or make the market more convenient, efficient, profitable or successful, 
including, but not limited to, food service, baking, and non-food retailing. (Source: NYS 
Agriculture & Markets Law, Article 22) 

 
Roadside Stand: A direct marketing operation without a permanent structure and only 
offering outdoor shopping. Such an operation is seasonal in nature and features on-
farm produced as well as locally produced agricultural products, enhanced agricultural 
products and handmade crafts.  (Source: NYS Direct Marketing Association) 
 
Sound agricultural practices:  Those practices necessary for the on-farm production, 
preparation and marketing of agricultural commodities.  (Source: New York State 
Agriculture and Markets Law 25AA Section 308 - Right to Farm)  
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Agricultural Districts and Right to Farm 

The Agricultural District program of New York State provides regulatory protections for 
agriculture.  The program is administered at the local level by the County government, 
with oversight from New York State.  It’s important to note that this program is distinct 
from municipal zoning regulations that may affect agriculture.  Oneida County 
encourages municipal officials and Boards to familiarize themselves with the 
Agricultural District program, and to seek to develop and implement local regulations 
accordingly. 
 
The Oneida County Board of Legislators has created seven Agricultural Districts, each 
of which has been certified by the New York State Commissioner of Agriculture under 
the provisions of New York State’s Agricultural Districts Law (Agriculture and Markets 
Law Article 25-AA, Section 305-a).  As required by law, these districts consist of 
predominantly viable agricultural land. Each district was created in response to the 
proposal of landowners who, collectively, own at least 250 acres of the land in the 
district. 
 
 

Applications for the enrollment of new properties in an existing Agricultural District are 
accepted by the County’s Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board each January; and 
all enrolled properties in each of the existing Agricultural Districts are reviewed on a 
rolling 8-year schedule.   
 
Map of Oneida County Agricultural Districts: 
cugirdata.mannlib.cornell.edu/pdf/agONEI2016.pdf 
 
Farm operations within an agricultural district are protected from the enactment and 
administration of unreasonably restrictive local regulations unless it can be shown that 
public health or safety is threatened. If a question arises with regard to the 
reasonableness of a specific requirement or process imposed on a farm operation, the 
Department of Agriculture and Markets will evaluate the issue on a case-by-case basis. 
The Commissioner may institute an action or compel a municipality to comply with the 
Agricultural Districts Law. 
 

The purpose of an agricultural district is “to encourage the development and 
improvement of agricultural land and the use of agricultural land for the production 
of food and other agricultural products as recognized by the New York State 
Constitution, Article XIV, Section 4. Therefore, generally, agricultural uses and the 
construction of on-farm buildings as part of a farm operation should be allowed uses 
when the farm operation is located within an agricultural district.”  
(Guidelines for the Review of Local Zoning, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets) 

http://cugirdata.mannlib.cornell.edu/pdf/agONEI2016.pdf
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Right-to-Farm laws 

New York State’s Agriculture and Markets Law (25AA, Section 308) establishes a right 
to farm according to which sound agricultural practices “shall not constitute a private 
nuisance”.  
 

 
In 1998, the Oneida County Board of Legislators adopted a Local Law Establishing Right 
to Farm Protections for Oneida County Farm Businesses and Individuals.  This law 
provides significant protections for “farmers, as well as those employed, retained, or 
otherwise authorized to act on behalf of farmers, may lawfully engage in agricultural 
practices within Oneida County at all such times and all such locations as are reasonably 
necessary to conduct the business of agriculture.”  Under this law, the County’s 
Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board may issue opinions on request as to 
whether a particular agricultural practice is sound.  Opinions of the Board may be 
appealed to the New York State Commissioner of Agriculture. 
 
A few municipalities in Oneida County have also adopted right-to-farm ordinances at 
the local level; towns interested in pursuing such regulations are encouraged to visit 
www.farmlandinfo.org and contact Oneida County Planning Department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Local governments, when exercising their powers to enact and administer 
comprehensive plans and local laws, ordinances, rules or regulations, shall exercise 
these powers in such manner as may realize the policy and goals set forth in this 
article, and shall not unreasonably restrict or regulate farm operations within 
agricultural districts in contravention of the purposes of this article unless it can be 
shown that the public health or safety is threatened." 
(NYS Agriculture & Markets Law, Section 305-a.) 

Right-to-farm laws are designed to accomplish one or both of the following 
objectives: (1) to strengthen the legal position of farmers when neighbors sue 
them for private nuisance; and (2) to protect farmers from anti-nuisance 
ordinances and unreasonable controls on farming operations.  
(Source: American Farmland Trust – Farmland Information Center) 

 
 

http://www.farmlandinfo.org/
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Development pressure 

Compared with communities located closer to large cities, Oneida County’s farmland 
has been relatively less affected by the pressures of commercial and residential 
development.  Nonetheless, over the long-term this precious resource is likely to be in 
continual competition with other uses.  
 

 
 
Oneida County’s 2017 Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan has identified Priority 
Farmlands for Protection, based not only on the quality of the farmland resources but 
also on factors that can contribute to development pressure, such as the presence of 
water and sewer infrastructure, transportation, and population centers. 
 
It should be a priority of local governments at all levels to recognize where valuable 
farmland is at risk, and to encourage smart development alternatives.   
  

“Communities pay a high price for unplanned growth. Scattered 
development frequently causes traffic congestion, air and water pollution, 
loss of open space and increased demand for costly public services. This is 
why it is important for citizens and local leaders to understand the 
relationships between residential and commercial growth, agricultural land 
use, conservation and their community’s bottom line.   
 
“While it is true that an acre of land with a new house generates more total 
revenue than an acre of hay or corn, this tells us little about a community’s 
bottom line… Working and other open lands may generate less revenue 
than residential, commercial or industrial properties, but they require little 
public infrastructure and few services.”   

(American Farmland Trust, Cost of Community Services Studies)  
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Encouraging New Farm Businesses 

As we plan for the future success of our agricultural sector, Oneida County wants to 
welcome new farm and food-based businesses that build on our traditional strengths 
and develop new market opportunities.  Consumers are increasingly interested in 
unique foods and beverages with a sense of place, as demonstrated by the success of 
our farmers markets, the emergence of new artisanal breweries and wineries, and by 
the increasing sales of our specialty products to premium wholesale outlets.  Oneida 
County is committed to providing a supportive environment for the launch and growth 
of these businesses. 

The Path to Success:   

Understanding the Market/Developing the Product or Service 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County and the statewide Cornell Cooperative 
Extension program offer practical workshops in farm and food production, marketing, 
and business management as well as excellent business networking opportunities 
through the Oneida County Agriculture Economic Development Program.  
Ph. (315) 736-3394 
www.cceoneida.com 

http://www.cceoneida.com/
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The thINCubator, a program of Mohawk Valley Community College and a New York 
State Certified Business Incubator, provides entrepreneurs with business launch 
training opportunities, networking and collaboration connections, and access to a 
state-of-the-art co-working facility. 
thincubator.co  
    
Nelson Farms in neighboring Madison County serves as a food processing incubator, 
offering essential training in food safety and consultation on product, recipe and label 
development for food entrepreneurs.   
Ph. (315) 655-8847 
www.nelsonfarms.org 
 
Permitting and Regulations 
It can be challenging to navigate the various permits and regulations, but New York is 
justly proud and protective of the quality and safety of the products of our food and 
beverage industries.  Most of the relevant regulations for food and beverage producers 
are administered at the State level, and New York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets staff are committed to guiding farm and food entrepreneurs. 
www.agriculture.ny.gov  
(Click on “How Do I?” in the left-hand menu for details of specific licenses and regulations, and to 
find direct contacts at the agency.) 

 
Oneida County’s Department of Health also plays an important role in permitting food 
service establishments including temporary and mobile food services that offer ready-
to-eat food. 
Ph. (315) 798-5064 
ocgov.net/oneida/envhealth 
 
Developing a Business Plan 
The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at SUNY Polytechnic is staffed with 
business advisors who can work with business people and aspiring entrepreneurs to 
develop a business plan ready to present to potential funders.  SBDC also offers 
entrepreneurship training and networking opportunities. 
Ph. (315) 792-7547 
www.sunypoly.edu/sbdc 
 
Access to Capital 
Mohawk Valley EDGE (Economic Development Growth Enterprises) is Oneida County’s 
economic development program and can work with entrepreneurs to develop 
applications for funding with New York State’s Regional Economic Development 
Councils.  MV EDGE has highlighted “agribusiness/craft food and beverage” as an 
industry cluster with current strengths and growth potential due to the Mohawk 
Valley’s proximity to major markets and low development costs. 

file:///C:/Users/rl368/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YHSZMV6H/thincubator.co
http://www.nelsonfarms.org/
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/
http://ocgov.net/oneida/envhealth
http://www.sunypoly.edu/sbdc
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Ph. (315) 338-0393 
www.mvedge.org 
 
The MV Regional Economic Development Council develops Consolidated Funding 
Applications (CFA) to New York’s Empire State Development Corporation, and 
conducts regular workshops for potential applicants. 
Ph. (315) 793-2366 
regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/mohawk-valley 
 
The Mohawk Valley Economic Development District (MVEDD) administers a US 
Department of Commerce revolving loan fund for small businesses in a region including 
Oneida County. 
Ph. (315) 866-4671 
mvedd.org 
 
The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) maintains staff in Oneida County and offers 
access to credit for a variety of initiatives including startups, expansions, and 
innovations on farms and farm-based businesses.  
Ph. (315) 736-3316 
www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index 
 
USDA’s Rural Development Program for New York State, based out of the Syracuse 
office, administers a wide range of programs that can provide financial backing and 
technical assistance to rural businesses. 
Ph. (315) 477-6400 
www.rd.usda.gov/ny   
 

Additional Resources for New Farm Businesses in Oneida County 

USDA New Farmer Program 
Guide to Farming in New York State 
Cornell’s Small Farm Program 
 
  

http://www.mvedge.org/
https://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/mohawk-valley
file:///C:/Users/rl368/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YHSZMV6H/mvedd.org
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://www.rd.usda.gov/ny
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/resources/guides/farming-guide/
file:///C:/Users/rl368/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YHSZMV6H/smallfarms.cornell.edu
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Recommended actions 

Town governments in Oneida County are strongly encouraged to take steps to support 
existing and emerging agricultural activities within their jurisdictions: 
 

 Agriculture-friendliness review: Using the checklists above, evaluate the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulations, including Subdivision 
Regulations, for agriculture-friendliness 

 

 Resident surveys:  Conduct surveys of residents to understand perceptions of 
agriculture and guide the development of local policies that encourage positive 
farmer-neighbor interactions 

 

 Planning updates:  Seek support from County and State programs to update 
local regulations and improve the agriculture-friendliness 

 

 Municipal official professional development:  Emphasize the participation of 
municipal officials in professional development opportunities that help 
familiarize themselves with the role of agricultural district designations; 
cluster/conservation subdivision regulations;   

 

 Property class review:  Recognize the important role of municipal assessors and 
of accurate property classifications in identifying all farmed properties in the 
Town, and take steps to update these classifications on a regular basis. 

 

 Agriculture representation in Town policymaking:  Encourage the participation 
of farmers and farm-related stakeholders on Town boards, and in the public 
engagement phase of the development of Comprehensive Plans and Land Use  
Regulations. 
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Additional Resources: 

Oneida County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/82mil6qg9xq3ncj/AAAbhlAG5mZKsf10NWrWDTX5a?dl=
0 
 
Oneida County Planning Department 
Ph. (315) 798-5710 
www.ocgov.net/oneida/planning 
 
Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 
Ph. (315) 736-3334 
oneidaswcd.org 
 
Oneida County Tourism 
Ph. (888) 999-6560 
www.oneidacountytourism.com 
 
Oneida County Town and Village land use regulations  
http://www.dropbox.com/sh/piaeew0wpc054l2/AACFcWyXoUEra2B7xyUPqQrla?dl=0 
 

Resources for Comprehensive Planning/Land Use Regulations 

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets - Guidelines for Review of 
Local Zoning and Planning Laws 
www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/guidancedocuments/305-
aZoningGuidelines.pdf 
 
New York State Department of State - Guide to Planning and Zoning Laws  
(James A. Coon Local Government Technical Series) 
www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Guide_to_planning_and_zoning_laws.pdf 
 
New York State Local Open Space Planning Guide 
www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf 

 
Resources for Agricultural Districts/Right to Farm 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County – Agricultural Districts 
www.cceoneida.com/agricultural-economic-development/oneida-county-farmland-
protection/agricultural-districts/ 
 
New York’s Agricultural Districts - Frequently Asked Questions (Brochure) 
www.agriculture.ny.gov/ap/agservices/Agricultural_Districts_FAQ.pdf 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/82mil6qg9xq3ncj/AAAbhlAG5mZKsf10NWrWDTX5a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/82mil6qg9xq3ncj/AAAbhlAG5mZKsf10NWrWDTX5a?dl=0
http://www.ocgov.net/oneida/planning
file:///C:/Users/rl368/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YHSZMV6H/oneidaswcd.org
http://www.oneidacountytourism.com/
http://www.dropbox.com/sh/piaeew0wpc054l2/AACFcWyXoUEra2B7xyUPqQrla?dl=0
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/guidancedocuments/305-aZoningGuidelines.pdf
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/guidancedocuments/305-aZoningGuidelines.pdf
https://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Guide_to_planning_and_zoning_laws.pdf
https://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf
http://www.cceoneida.com/agricultural-economic-development/oneida-county-farmland-protection/agricultural-districts/
http://www.cceoneida.com/agricultural-economic-development/oneida-county-farmland-protection/agricultural-districts/
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/ap/agservices/Agricultural_Districts_FAQ.pdf
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New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets - Local Laws and Agricultural 
Districts: Guidance for Local Governments and Farmers 
www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/new305/guidance.pdf 
 
NY Ag District Program 
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/ap/agservices/dis8/Summary-AgrDistrict-Law.pdf 
 
Oneida County Right to Farm Law 
www.cceoneida.com/assets/AED-files/OCRighttoFarmLaw.pdf 
 
New York State Right to Farm Law (AML 25AA S. 308) 
codes.findlaw.com/ny/agriculture-and-markets-law/agm-sect-308.html 
 

Resources for Farmland Protection: 

New York State Municipal Planning Grants 
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/ap/agservices/fp_plan_grants.html 
 
New York State Farmland Protection Implementation Grants 
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/ap/agservices/fp_impl_grants.html 
 
New York State Department of State - Transfer of Development Rights  
(James A. Coon Local Government Technical Series) 
www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Transfer_of_Development_Rights.pdf 
 
New York State Agriculture & Markets Law, Article 22 
www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/AGMArticle22.pdf 
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