
Exploring Tourism, Leadership Genesee Style 
By Debbie Miller, Leadership Genesee Class of 2004 

  
 I remember Leadership Genesee Tourism Day like it was yesterday, even though it was 13 
years ago. A prize for the ‘best’ dressed tourist would be mine.  Socks and sandals, camera on a rope 
(yes it was an actual camera – not a cell phone), canvas hat, big sunglasses; I was ready.   
 

Fast forward to 2017, the July program day is now called Genesee County, a Tourist 
Destination. Although the name of the day has changed, the goal of the day is the same: Raise 
awareness of tourism opportunities and more effectively understand tourism's economic impact in 
Genesee County. 

 
Last year tourists spent more than $14.5 

million dollars on lodging and $44 million on 
food and dining.  That spending along with 
retail, transportation and other recreation, 
generated $6.6 million dollars in Genesee 
County taxes and $5.2 million in NYS taxes.  
More than 3,000 jobs are supported by the 
tourism industry with Darien Lake Theme Park 
Resort being the largest seasonal employer in 
New York State.  The Genesee County Chamber 
of Commerce is the county’s Tourism 
Promotion Agency working to bring visitors into 
our area to spend their dollars in our hotels, 
museums, entertainment sites and of course 
Darien Lake. The new hotel at Batavia Downs is booking reservations into 2018 and 2019, a good 
sign for their investment. 

 
Thanks to the team of alumni that put together the itinerary for the day, class members 

visited a lot of awesome places this year like the Jell-O Gallery Museum in LeRoy, Holiday Hollow in 
Corfu, Darien Lake Theme Park and Batavia Downs. They also stopped by the new location of the 
Genesee County Chamber of Commerce, learned about what’s happening with the Batavia Brewing 

Co. project downtown from Matty Gray ’11 and Jon 
Mager ‘12 and met with Batavia Muckdogs General 
Manager Travis Sick to talk baseball and its impact on 
the community. 

 
Five classmates worked together as “travel 

agents” to design and budget a 3 day vacation in 
Genesee County for a family of 6. Team Members Debra 
Buck-Leaton, Jessie Gates, Kati Murray, Darcy Porter and 
Jake Terranova obtained this information from 
community contacts and presented it to their peers.  
The group of “travel agents” shed new light on the 

meaning and value of the word, “staycation.”  
 
When I was in Leadership Genesee, we visited 

many great places on Tourism Day, too, including 

Class of 2017 Pre-Work team for the tourism 
session shed new light on the word “stay-cation” 

The Class of 2017 had fun with batting practice at Dwyer Stadium  



Darien Lakes State Park, Kutter’s Cheese Shop and Country Cottage Gift Shop to name a few.  I 
encourage you to look around at the hidden gems in your own backyard, and you’ll find that 
Genesee County is indeed a tourist destination.  I share this with everyone I meet and encourage 
family and friends to visit me – here in Genesee County.  No need for trips planned to Niagara Falls 
or driving an hour to watch a baseball game.  We have it all – right here in Genesee County.  The 
best treasures are often those tucked quietly away just waiting to be discovered. 
  

The July Leadership Genesee program session was possible thanks to breakfast 
host/sponsor, Holiday Hollow & Yorkshire Hall and Lunch host/sponsor, Darien Lake Theme Park.    If 
this month’s column has sparked your interest in Leadership Genesee and you would like to support 
the current program year or discuss the application process for the Class of 2018, contact Program 
Director Peggy Marone at (585) 343-3040 ext. 118 or mem77@cornell.edu. You may also visit 
http://genesee.cce.cornell.edu/leadership-genesee.   

 
Leadership Genesee is a program of Cornell Cooperative Extension Genesee County, an 

employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, protected veterans, and individuals with 
disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. Next month, classmates will 
take part in the Outdoor Leadership Challenge on August 23. The Leadership Genesee column is 
published monthly in The Daily News and on www.thedailynewsonline.com. 
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