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Growing our community, one leader at a time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connections, commitment and community are the 3Cs that all Leadership 

Genesee Alumni have in common. 
 
Connections. Since 2001, Leadership Genesee has focused on building 

leadership skills while exposing participants to the necessary knowledge, 
experiences and people that make a community work.  The year-long experiential 
curriculum includes community experts, tours/retreats from more than 100 
organizations.   Over the past 17 years, Leadership Genesee has been building a 
network of alumni that is now 417 members strong.  While we have no “secret 
handshake,” meeting a fellow alumnus always sparks an instant connection.  

 
Commitment.  A review of the Leadership Genesee roster reveals alumni 

who have chosen to make a difference by holding political office, joining nonprofit 
boards, chairing community events and volunteering for organizations they 
discovered while in the Leadership Genesee program.  Each year, our alumni 
provide over 1,500 volunteer hours to help operate the program through their 
service as a committee/design team volunteer and assisting with fund raisers and 
special events.  Their desire to give back to the program is a reflection of their 
belief in it and willingness to help it grow.  

 

Volunteering for the United Way Day of Caring has 
become a tradition for Lisa Ormsbee, Michael 
Rivers, Samantha Stryker and Dan Ormsbee.  Lisa, 
Michael and Samantha are alumni of the Class of 
2012 and volunteered at Arc of Genesee Orleans 
helping with flower planting and painting projects.  

 

Though now living in Brazil, Steve Lockwood, Class of 2002, welcomed the 
chance to talk to a group of students who had never spoken to an 
American before.  Lockwood keeps in touch with Genesee County family, 
friends and former coworkers through social media.  This picture was 
recently shared on the Leadership Genesee Facebook page. 
 



Community.  Leadership Genesee Alumni live and work throughout 
Genesee County’s thirteen towns, six villages and the city of Batavia. Participants 
come to Leadership Genesee from a wide array of professions, ages, backgrounds 
and experiences.  They represent a cross section of Genesee County’s public and 
private sectors including business, education, arts, religion, government, 
community groups, ethnic and minority groups who desire to be involved in and 
accept responsibility for shared concerns. Those whose life paths have taken 
them beyond Genesee County’s 500 square miles are still just a phone call, email 
or instant message away, maintain their community association and supporting 
and promoting Leadership Genesee’s mission of “Exploring the community & 
encouraging the leader within.” 

 
Since Leadership Genesee began, the program for the month of May is 

called Simulated Society.  It’s a day we avoid talking about in our monthly column, 
because we don’t want to spoil the experience for potential future classmates.  
We can share Leadership Genesee alumni have called their Simulated Society 
experience, a life-changing day, most memorable session of the year, my favorite 
day.   Every session over the last seventeen years has been different, although 
there are many similar, unforgettable lessons learned. 

 
Next month, classmates will share another memorable day when they 

explore Agribusiness on June 28.  
 
If this month’s column has sparked your interest in Leadership Genesee and 

you would like to support the current program year or discuss the application 
process for the Class of 2018, contact Program Director Peggy Marone at 
(585)343-3040 ext. 118 or mem77@cornell.edu.  For additional information, visit 
http://genesee.cce.cornell.edu/leadership-genesee. Leadership Genesee is a 
program of Cornell Cooperative Extension Genesee County, an employer and 
educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, protected veterans, and individuals with 
disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

 
The Leadership Genesee column is published monthly in The Daily News 

and on www.thedailynewsonline.com.  
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