
Leadership Genesee Community Health Report 
Connecting local issues, trends and resources 

by Laurie Mastin ‘02 
 

The Leadership Genesee Class of 2017 investigated the “web” of health and 
human services in Genesee County, during April’s Community Health Report session.  
According to Merriam Webster Dictionary, one definition of web is: “a fabric on a 
loom…”  The class learned that this web of health and human services strengthens the 
very fabric of the communities in which we live and work. 

The busy day began with classmates playing the game of “Life.” Teams met 
different types of challenges that occur daily to families and individuals in the County, 
then explored agencies and resources to help overcome the “Life” obstacles faced. 

Dan Ireland ‘06, President of Rochester Regional Health United Memorial 
Medical Center met with the class, sharing two recently implemented initiatives at the 
local hospital.  Class members were impressed to learn the Lipson Cancer Center 
provides chemotherapy and radiation treatments right in Batavia, and a specialized 
wound care treatment center is available locally, using a hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
chamber.  

Experts from different disciplines 
involved with the opioid crisis relayed their 
perspectives. Panelists were: John 
Bennett ‘06, Executive Director, GCASA; 
Jennifer Dunivent, personal perspective; 
Crystal Crosset, PA, RRH UMMC 
Emergency Department and Chris Parker 
‘16, Investigator, Genesee County 
Sheriff’s Office.  The discussion included 
topics such as the consequences of 
pharmaceutical marketing, the pros and 
cons regarding administration of Narcan 
and the fact that opioid addiction knows 
no age, income or social demographic. A personal perspective from someone whose 
life and family have been dramatically impacted by this crisis allowed the class to see 
that this problem significantly affects our local community. 

The morning concluded on a more upbeat note as the class participated in 
several mini tours. At the Arc of Genesee Orleans, individuals in the Arc’s Culinary Arts 
training program explained their community involvement in preparing meals for the 
Office for the Aging Meals on Wheels program, volunteerism at the nursing home and 
assisting weekly with the United Way Backpack Program.  Paul Ohlson, founder of 
Care-A-Van Ministries gave tours of his Care-A-Van bus and explained that the street 



outreach program has 
been helping people in 
Batavia neighborhoods 
since 2000 with food, 
clothing, compassion, and 
prayer. 

Twenty agencies 
hosted small groups during 
the afternoon. Classmates 
covered a lot of ground 
came back eager to share 
in an exercise reinforcing 
the “web” concept of the 

organizations who collaborate to support the elderly, children, disabled, Veterans and ill 
individuals in Genesee County. 

 
 “The range of services provided in Genesee County is much wider and complete 

than I had known it to be.” 

 “I am now more aware of the drug use issues that could impact the youth I work 

with.  I will also consider volunteering or donating to agencies that are 

underfunded or in desperate need of items.” 

 “We learned the valuable services that Arc provides to their students/residents, 

as well as the scope of the opioid crisis in Genesee County.” 

 “I will be more of an advocate for the methadone clinic in the county and continue 

to support the region's health care segment.” 

 
How can this contingent of better informed citizens take what they learned back 

into the community?  They intend to continue to provide accurate information on the 
issues facing our communities, volunteer, talk to groups of co-workers, friends and 
families and continue to look for opportunities to advocate and support the dynamic 
“web” of agencies that contribute to the fabric of the healthcare and human 
services of our region. 
 

Leadership Genesee’s Community Health Report session was hosted at the Arc 
of Genesee Orleans Community Center with breakfast sponsored by the Arc and lunch 
sponsored by RRH United Memorial Medical Center. 
 

With a mission of “Exploring the Community & Encouraging the Leader Within,” 
Leadership Genesee is a year-long program designed to raise awareness of the needs 
and challenges that affect Genesee County and to enhance individual leadership skills 
with a focus on giving back to the community. 
 



For more information, contact Program Director Peggy Marone at (585)343-3040 
ext. 118 or mem77@cornell.edu  and visit http://genesee.cce.cornell.edu/leadership-
genesee . Leadership Genesee is a program of Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Genesee County, an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, protected 
veterans, and individuals with disabilities and provides equal program and employment 
opportunities. 
 

The Leadership Genesee column is published monthly in The Daily News and 
on www.thedailynewsonline.com. Up next for the LG Class of 2017 is Simulated Society 
on May 24. 

 
 

mailto:mem77@cornell.edu
http://genesee.cce.cornell.edu/leadership-genesee
http://genesee.cce.cornell.edu/leadership-genesee
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/

