
What is a “factory farm”? 
 
That is a good question – the best answer is that there is no size, management style, or 
certification in the agricultural sector or USDA to be labeled “factory farm”.  This term has 
primarily been used by specific groups to promote a negative connotation about large scale 
agricultural operations. This term also developed from the misconception that farms are owned 
by large corporations and are run like “factories” without care or concern for the land or 
animals. But, as discussed in an earlier Dear Aggie, 97.6% of US farms are family owned and of 
those 87% depend on key family members for full-time labor at the farm.  
 
The term “factory farm” also implies that the businesses only concern for is money or that all 
decisions are made based on efficiency. While making a living and running an efficient business 
are goals of most farmers, I can also say most farmers are more concerned with providing the 
highest level of care for their animals, land, and employees. Without a farmer’s focus and 
commitment to supporting the animals, land, and employees, their farm businesses could not 
be profitable. In my role as a Farm Business Management specialist, I work with farms to assist 
them in improving profitability. Most farmers are willing to use technology and research-proven 
management methods to improve profitability, but they are not willing to sacrifice the 
wellbeing of the land, animals, and people.     
 
Farming is mentally and physically exhausting work; if equipment isn’t breaking down, then the 
weather isn’t cooperating or commodity prices are going in the wrong direction. Most farmers 
are not in farming to make millions, they are in the profession because they enjoy the challenge 
of working hard to earn a living and because they believe what they do makes a difference 
feeding the World. When individuals use the term “factory farm” they are not only describing a 
farm inaccurately, but they are also making a statement about that farmer’s intentions or 
morals. It is hurtful for the farmers in the community to hear their business described that way.   
Most importantly, if you do have questions about a farm, the best resource is to ask a farmer!  
There are many open farm day events across the North Country in addition to many farms 
having active Facebook pages. Farmers are a wealth of knowledge, and most are very willing to 
tell their story if you only ask. While farms have changed considerably in size and shape over 
the last twenty years, the heart of farming has not.      
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