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In Jan. 18 press call, dozens of community groups to call on PSC and Cuomo Administration to ensure
all New Yorkers can benefit from renewable energy 

The Public Service Commission is considering radical rule changes on how much New Yorkers get
paid for contributing renewable energy to the electrical grid, and community groups across the
state are raising serious concerns about what this means for the future of solar energy in the state.
The rule change will initially devalue community solar, which is the only avenue available to renters
and others who cannot put solar on their own property. In the future, it may apply to roo�op solar
as well.

The Energy Democracy Alliance held a telephone press conference on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at
11 am EST to brief reporters on this issue. Community groups from around the state explained
how nascent solar projects across the state could be torpedoed if the PSC doesn’t get the new rules
right. Listen to a recording of the call here.

“We understand the PSC’s desire to abandon the existing system – net metering – in favor of more
flexible ways of putting a price on renewable energy,” said Kelly Roache, business development
manager at Solstice. “But the devil is in the details. And barring substantial amendments, the PSC’s
proposal as it’s now written will torpedo the fledgling community solar- and wind-energy markets.
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To illuminate this issue, the New York Energy Democracy Alliance, which represents groups from all

over New York, prepared technical comments on the proposed rule changes that attracted the

signatures of 98 organizations, elected o�icials and businesses from all across the state. The groups

called on the PSC to make major improvements to the proposal and to slow the transition so as not

to disrupt the very nascent community solar market. The PSC could make a final decision on how to

value renewable generation as early as January 24.

“There are several actions the PSC could take to fix this flawed proposal so that the full value of

community renewable energy development is recognized,” said Clarke Gocker, policy director at

PUSH Bu�alo. “But if the PSC is unreceptive to our concerns, we’d rather see no change – just keep

consistent with the existing net metering program – rather than an abrupt policy shi� that would set

back progress toward equitable access to the benefits of renewable energy by years.”

“Net metering should serve as a bottom threshold price,” said Chris Burger, chair, Binghamton

Regional Sustainability Coalition. “We need pricing that spurs investment in renewables and the

growing number of jobs that sector is generating.”

The Alliance strongly supports Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s goal of “ensuring that all New Yorkers,

regardless of their zip code or income, have the opportunity to access clean and a�ordable power.”

Community solar and wind projects are essential to that goal, because they open up renewable

energy to New Yorkers who live in multi-family housing, or who don’t have land or roo�ops

appropriate for renewable development, or who otherwise cannot – or cannot a�ord to – install

renewable generating capacity on their own.

“With this policy, the PSC would privilege roo�op solar, which is the domain of homeowners who

can make the investment, over community and shared renewables, which can be accessible to

everyone,” said Pastor Edwin Pierce of Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition. “Surely

we can all agree that we need policies that expand renewable energy access and benefits for all, not

just those lucky enough to own property. Why should the energy produced by someone’s roo�op

system by seen as more valuable than energy produced from a community array?”

Many businesses also cannot put solar on their own property because they are either tenants or do

not have a suitable space.

“Not every business is situated for onsite solar. Much like residential customers, many of our small

businesses need the o�site option that community solar o�ers,” said Bob Rossi, director, New York

State Sustainable Business Council.

Renewable energy projects save money over time but have upfront financing costs that usually

need to be financed. These financing costs can be reduced if there is market certainty. The










