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Jefferson County 4-H is always trying to explore new uses for technology! I’m not one to use clichés, in fact I 
find them annoying, but there are several relevant ones that come to mind as this article is prepared – “the 
only thing that is constant is change,” “an old dog can learn new tricks,” and “one never stops learning.” I 
suspect as the reader you are starting to see a pattern here. Maybe you are thinking that we must adapt to 
the rapidly changing technology that is all around us. Maybe you are thinking that the 4-H Educators that 
have been with the program for a while can learn new ways to use technology. Maybe you are thinking that 
technology offers all of us the opportunity to learn. Any or all of these thoughts are correct.  
 
Internally in the office as a 4-H team, we recently cleaned out the basement and created a sophisticated 
spreadsheet to track what resources we have and where they are located at any given time. If any of our 4-H 
leaders/volunteers would like to borrow anything or are looking for resources to strengthen what they are 
working on with 4-Hers, let us know. We are willing and ready to share. 
 
We decided with the Jefferson County 4-H program growing we needed to know where everyone is and what 
they are doing. We were able to set up an Outlook calendar that we share with the 4-H team – everyone can 
put their information in the calendar and if Karen Soule is looking for Sabrina Dreythaler, she can find her on 
the Outlook calendar. If our 4-H leaders/volunteers need to locate any of us, or need help with something, or 
want to know upcoming events, let us know. We can use our “Youth and Family” Outlook calendar to help 
you out! 

 
It is time to develop a Strategic Plan for Jefferson County 4-H. We 
developed one about nine years ago with the help of Barb Schirmer, a 
previous New York State 4-H Extension Director.  We thought it was 
overdue to update. Soon with the help of Survey Monkey or Qualtrics, we 
plan to send a survey out to the community, 4-Hers, and 4-H Leaders and 
volunteers to see where our future with 4-H lies. Please consider taking 
the time to complete the survey once it’s released – probably in late 
August. 
 

In 4-H programming we have moved towards the use of technology, especially in our 4-H afterschool 
programs – 3D pens, 3D printers, CNC routers, laser engravers, electronics, wood working equipment, 
embroidery machines, sewing machines, photography, drones, coding, robotics, and much more! This is an 
exciting time for 4-Hers to be involved in hands-on technology uses. In fact, technology is all around the 
Jefferson County 4-H program! 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

 


