
 

By Mitch McCormick, 4-H Afterschool Director 

 

 

The 4-H Afterschool Program at Wiley Intermediate School recently 
completed the second year of participation with the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology Nestwatch Program. There are three main goals of the 
program: 1) to assist ornithologists from Cornell’s Lab of 
Ornithology in testing out the developmental Nestwatch 
curriculum, 2) to offer 4-H youth the opportunity to participate in 
citizen science activities and learn more about birds in their local 
ecosystem, and 3) to track and record data for the Nestwatch 
program, a nationwide monitoring program designed to track the status and trends of bird populations for 
study. The program at Wiley was offered to approximately 15 youth and had two 4-H educators, Kylie Spinner 
and Sabrina Dreythaler, collaborating with the ornithologists who taught the program.  
 
There were three workshops in total, starting in late March and ending in June. The first workshop covered 
some basics – bird identification and a nature walk where nestboxes were installed throughout the nature 
trails behind Wiley. Students learned that not all bird houses that can be purchased in stores are actually 
usable by birds, and that each bird species requires a specific sized box and entry hole to be able to call it 
home for the season.  

 
Throughout April and May, students monitored the nestboxes and 
were able to find that throughout the season, all of the boxes were 
occupied! Wrens, black capped chickadees had built nests, and some 
even laid eggs!  
 
For the final workshop in June, the students learned how to build their 
own nestboxes, which they were able to take back to their 
neighborhoods to support the local bird population.  

 
Over the summer, the ornithologists that taught the 
program will be collecting feedback and making 
modifications to the curriculum. It has been great to see the 
changes made from the first to second year of the program 
and we’re looking forward to a third year with this program! 
Overall, this is a very exciting project and a great way to 
experience nature up close.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

 

 

 


