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The 2016-2017 Wiley Bridges afterschool program ended strong! The final 
five clubs of the year included Artistic Expressions, Improv Express, Nature 
Detectives, Mad Science, and Business Buzz. This article will feature the 
Business Club. 
 
The “Business Buzz” club focused on entrepreneurship. Over the course of six weeks, students discovered the 
importance of understanding consumerism; the ins and outs of starting a business; how to create and 
organize a business plan; how to design and produce a product; as well as how to successfully utilize logical 
thinking and reasoning skills to market and sell their product to its intended audience. 
 

 As a group, students were given the choice of either inventing a new 
product or innovating an already existing product with the intent of 
promoting and selling the product within the afterschool program. It 
was unanimous within the group to innovate the ever famous “Fidget 
Spinner.” Students spent time researching and discussing how they 
wanted to innovate such an item (i.e. materials, appropriate sizes, 
template design, color, and customization). After completing a 
business plan, students utilized the 
Epilog Laser Engraver to cut both 
wooden and acrylic spinner 

templates. Once the templates were constructed and bearings added 
they then proceeded to hand craft customizations with permanent 
markers, paint, and various other art supplies to create truly one of a 
kind products! 
 
By club’s end students had designed, constructed, and sold over 20 
Fidget Spinners!  

     
Overall, it has been a phenomenal year here at the Wiley Bridges 
4-H afterschool program! We have covered topics from arts, 
raising chicks, snowshoeing, and cooking all the way to creative 
writing, basic survival skills in the wilderness, and everything in 
between! We are so thankful for all the wonderful guest 
presenters and educational field trips that we were able to offer 
this year. There is no doubt that students grew substantially, both 
educationally and socially. We are looking forward to another 
great year ahead! 
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By Schyler Rizzo, 4-H Educator 

I didn’t know it was possible to see snow in May. My first week here, however, I was shown just how possible 
that is! My name is Schyler Rizzo; I moved from Arkansas this past May to take a position with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County.   
 
I graduated with my bachelors in Agriculture Education in May of 2016 from the University of Arkansas. To 
pay for my school I was fortunate enough to work for the Choctaw Nation in one of their many casinos. They 
provided me with a scholarship for school. Once I graduated, I worked for the Fort Smith School District as a 
substitute and an assistant to the Supervisor of Instructional Services. After about a year, I missed the 
agriculture education that I loved so much. I spent a few months looking and applying before I received a 
wonderful offer from CCE and started packing.  
 
Deciding to move across the country was easy – doing it with my three fur children was a different story. 
Stopping every few hours so my Yorkie could mark his territory, I realized there was no way I had room, in 
my already stuffed car, for all the things he now thought were his. We stopped half way in my home state of 
Indiana and then continued into a very cold New York. Everyone keeps telling me that this weather is not the 
“normal” weather of this time of year, but I haven’t decided if I believe them or not. Aside from trying to 
acclimate my southern body, this area is beautiful and I am super excited to test out my skiing skills. I’m sure 
my fiancé will take plenty of pictures of me falling, so stay tuned. 
 
I have spent my first few months here as a Family Liaison located at the Indian River schools. I got to meet 
some really fun kids and we tried our hands at being plant scientists. Recently, I accepted the position of 4-H 
Afterschool Program Coordinator for Watertown schools and I am beyond thrilled to get started with a whole 
new bunch of students this coming school year. Growing up a 4-H and FFA kid, I found my passion and future 
career in those school programs and competitions. I can’t wait to share that passion with the students and 
hopefully spark enough excitement in them to keep us all warm this winter.  

 


