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Updates 

A ‘Dear Director’ letter was sent out in 
September of 2016 with news from 

OCFS.  Information can be found at the 
link below: http://bit.ly/2czeAN8 

NEW POLICY STATEMENTS: 
 
16-1  What Constitutes a School-Age Child Care Program ��The purpose of this policy statement is to clarify which programs are 
required to be registered with the New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) as school-age child care (SACC) 
programs and which programs are exempt from the registration requirement.  
 
16-2  Enrollment of Prekindergarten Children in School-Age Child Care Programs The purpose of this policy statement is to 
address issues that relate to school-age child care (SACC) programs that want to provide care to children who are enrolled in half-
day or full-day prekindergarten classes operated by a school, including care provided before and after school hours, care during 
school holidays, and care during those periods of the year in which school is not in session, including summer vacation. 
 
16-3  Approving Basements as Primary Child Care Space�� The purpose of this policy statement is to clarify the conditions under 
which basements may be used as the primary program location for group family day care and family day care.  
 
16-4  Policy Statement: Day Care Referral Process and Removal from the Referral List - The purpose of this policy is to clarify 
the circumstances when a licensor/registrar or any Division of Child Care Service's staff person may interview a child who attends a 
day care program concerning issues under investigation by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS). 

F r o m  t h e  ( I n t e r i m )  D i r e c t o r . . .  
Can you believe it is November already?  Time is flying!  We had a fantastic turnout for our Fall Conference in 

October.  Please mark your calendars for our Spring Conference on March 25, 2017.  It will be here before you know 
it!  We have started an online newsletter that comes directly to your email (see above).  This is a great way to hear 
about trainings as we add them to the calendar and other important news as it happens.  If you are not currently 
subscribed, please visit the following link: eepurl.com/cd5yLH or email Courtney at caj88@cornell.edu. 

 
As many of you know Arlene Brouillette has resigned her position.  She is currently working as a temporary 

employee till December 31, 2016 to help out until we hire a new healthcare consultant.  If you have questions, 
please contact me or Arlene at aab36@cornell.edu.  We are hoping to have a new person to start in January 2017. 

 
On behalf on the Child Care Council Staff, please have a wonderful and safe holiday season.  Take time to 

enjoy family and friends. 

-Richelle Singer 

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY! 

eepurl.com/cd5yLH 
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Get LEADucated! 
By the late 1970s, the two most prevalent sources of environmental lead poisoning had essentially been banned by the US 
government.  Primarily, that meant leaded gasoline and leaded paint.  So, one might reason, if that was forty years ago 
then we must no longer have to worry about lead in paint and lead in gasoline, right?  Wrong! The presence of lead in our 
homes and neighborhoods did not go away simply because laws were passed that said we could not introduce more. The 
sometimes-painful reality is that we still find lingering environmental sources of lead to be very present – and in some 
cases even more prevalent -- in and around many of the homes and communities we live in today.  How can this be so?  
The answer goes back to some basic science lessons in chemistry and biology. 
 
The chemical realities surrounding this issue are that lead is a heavy metal and a chemical element (remember the Periodic 

Table from high school?) which means that it is poisonous to the human body, and it can’t be broken down into simpler substances.  Lead is just lead; 
nothing more and nothing less. Equally as bothersome as its toxicity is the fact that it doesn’t go away.  Some forms of lead can last thousands of years.  
That means the lead added to the paint used in our homes during the last century is actually very young, and may still be lurking under coats and coats of 
newer, unleaded paints that have been applied as subsequent top treatments. 
 
Lead poisoning is most devastating when a child’s body is developing the fastest - from just prior to birth through age six. Some of the common effects of 
lead poisoning in children are learning disabilities, hearing and speech disorders, behavioral issues, hyperactivity, lower IQ, and poor socialization and 
communication skills.  And once the damage is done, it is done.  The effects of lead poisoning are irreversible and last a lifetime, so it is important to 
remember that “no lead” is good lead. 
 
While the presence of lead is a fact of life in our country where it was used throughout history in manufacturing all types of consumer products, we are also 
fortunate that lead poisoning is totally preventable!   It is a health threat we can manage with awareness, common sense, and a little effort.  As childcare 
providers and parents you share responsibilities in being able to identify, correct, and eliminate potential sources of lead exposure for young 
children. 
 
Lead can enter the body in three ways: inhalation, ingestion, and absorption.  Many people are surprised when they 
learn the EPA reports 90% of all childhood lead poisoning results from the inhalation of lead dust generated 
through friction and the everyday manipulation of failing, older, painted surfaces.  Raising and lowering windows, 
opening and closing doors, bumping into moldings and trims, and walking across painted porches and floors are all 
unavoidable activities that release lead dust into the air we breathe. In addition, that lead dust is invisible and moves 
around.  Eventually it settles on our floors, coats our bedding and curtains, and embeds itself into our upholstery 
and carpets.  It can even make its way into the fur coats of our family pets.  And what are young children most 
known for?  Putting things in their mouths!  Their toys, pacifiers, crumbs, fingers, feet, and anything else that can 
come in contact with lead dust that may be circulating around our homes and is tempting for their developing 
curiosity. 
 
Lead is also ingested directly when children put items partially made of lead in their mouths.  That can range from old keys and some imported toys and 
crayons, to peeling paint chips and even spices or foods that may have been grown in soil with residual lead from old gasoline (remember, lead lasts for 
many years!).  Finally, it can even be absorbed through the skin via cultural face paints, talcum powders, nail polishes, makeups, and other topical 
substances that may have made their way into this country and onto our market shelves prior to being tested for lead content. 
 
Yes, there are still sources of lead still lingering around our living environments.  A more important ‘yes,’  however, is that we can all help reduce the 
likelihood of our children’s exposure to lead by being proactive in learning about lead sources, the signs of childhood lead poisoning, and some common 
sense things we can all do to give our children the healthiest start to life that we possibly can.  Remember, the first six years are critical! For more 
information on “all things lead poisoning” including sources, signs, testing, and prevention, contact Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Primary Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Program at 315-736-3394, x251.  In the meantime, here’s a list of do’s and don’ts to get you started in your own home and childcare 
environment: 

DO 
• Have a pediatrician test for elevated blood lead levels at ages 1 and 2, as required by 

New York State law. 
• Avoid possible lead sources while pregnant or breastfeeding. 
• Practice wet cleaning (mops, cloths, sprays), instead of dry cleaning which simply 

moves dust to a different place (pay special attention to window sills and the floors 
below!) 

• Keep children’s toys, pacifiers, clothes blankets, hands, and feet clean at all times. 
• Keep your pets clean, especially if they dig outside or around the foundation of your 

home. 
• Plant your gardens in raised beds unless you have had your soil tested. 
• Check the item recall list published by your health department. 
• Take an 8-hour EPA renovator’s course if you are planning any home repairs or 

remodels. 
• Keep all painted surfaces fresh, intact, dry, and in a state of good repair, including 

small blemishes such as scrapes, nail holes, etc. 
• Consider having your home/apartment tested if you live in property built before 1978. 

DON’T 
• Dry-scrape any painted surfaces prior to repainting or 

repairing. 
• Let exterior painted surfaces deteriorate, including fences 

and outbuildings 
• Put fans in windows, especially if they are blowing dust 

into the room. 
• Place cribs or beds underneath windows. 
• Put children on floors to nap. 
• Bring lead into your home on shoes, or clothing if your 

hobby or occupation exposes you to lead. 
• Forget to feed children a diet rich in lead poisoning 

prevention nutrients such as iron, calcium, and Vitamin C. 
• Overlook any child development issues that may indicate 

exposure to lead – hyperactivity, slow learning, speech 
delays, aggression, poor play and social behaviors, or 
unexplained illness. 

Helen M. Madden 
CLPPP -- Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program 

NOW AT CCE!!! 121 Second Street • Oriskany, NY 13424 
hmm93@cornell.edu • P: 315.736.3394 x228 • F: 315.736.2580 
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Thankfulness 
It is the season of thankfulness. 
Thanksgiving is fast approaching, as well as 
the extended holiday season that values gift-
giving and spending time with loved ones; 
thankfulness is the keyword of the season. 
Teaching children gratitude and thankfulness 
is an important lesson, one that shouldn’t 
just be limited to one season each year.  
Michigan State University Extension has 
some tips and tricks for helping your child 
adopt an attitude of gratitude. 
 
Count your blessings. Help your children 
recognize all the good things in their life by 
encouraging them to think about all they 
have to be thankful for. You could start a family tradition where each person shares something they are 
thankful for at the dinner table each night or maybe during your bedtime routine. Encouraging children to 
think about the good things in their life on a daily basis can not only teach them to be grateful for their 
blessings, but those daily reminders of the good things in their lives can help them overcome when they face 
struggles. 
 
Value manners. Help your child understand the value of thankfulness and gratitude in their daily lives. From 
saying please and thank you, to writing thank-you notes. Give your children supplies and encourage them to 
send thank-you notes when they receive a gift, when someone does something nice for them or just because. In 
our ever-increasing technological world, remember there are more ways to send thank-you notes than through 
snail mail. Although mailed notes are still fun to receive, your child could just as easily send an email, video or 
picture to someone expressing their gratitude. 
 
Be a role model. Children learn so much from watching adults, even older children. Make sure your child sees 
and hears you being grateful. Whether it is thanking your spouse for making a delicious dinner, sending a meal 
to a sick friend or helping an elderly neighbor rake the leaves. You show your child what you value through 
your words and actions, so make sure to value gratitude. 
 
Get your kids involved. Children may need reminders and direction in your quest to help them learn 
thankfulness and gratitude, but they also need lots of opportunities to practice on their own. You might remind 
your child they should thank their grandmother for their birthday money, but encourage them to find their own 
personal and creative way to do so. 
 
Think about those in need. Focusing on the things for which you are grateful is only half the battle. Blessings 
are meant to be shared and passed around. Help your child think about people who might not experience the 
same blessings like having a home, having enough food to eat and having family to support you. Then, help 
them think critically about how they can reach out and share their time, energy and own blessings to help 
others. Teach your child the value of action, that more than just thinking about others, our actions can make a 
difference in their lives. 
Thankfulness helps children focus on the positive and helps them feel connected to their families, communities 
and our larger world. So make this season, and all seasons, one of thankfulness. 
 
For more articles on child development, academic success, parenting, and life skill development, please visit 
the Michigan State University Extension website. 
This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, 
visit http://www.msue.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered straight to your email inbox, 
visit http://www.msue.msu.edu/newsletters.  
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Bulletin Board 
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The Child Care Council is looking to 
form a committee that will provide input 

toward the planning of the  
2017 Recognition Dinner 

 
If you are interested in helping to plan 

this annual event, please contact 
Courtney Jenne at caj88@cornell.edu 

Toys ‘R’ Us Recalls Pacifier Clips Due to Choking 
Hazard - http://bit.ly/2coygn7 

 
Dazzling Toys Recalls Chicken Toys Due to Choking 

Hazard - http://bit.ly/2bFGIyG 
 

Dorel Juvenile Recalls Safety 1st Strollers Due to Fall 
Hazard - http://bit.ly/2cRJ4fd 

 
Alex Toys Recalls Infant Building Play Sets Due to 

Choking Hazard - http://bit.ly/2bgCQPU 
 

Sauder Woodworking Recalls Chest of Drawers Due to 
Serious Tip-Over Hazard - http://bit.ly/2cEbjL0 

 
Laceration Injuries to Children Prompt Starbucks to 

Recall Stainless Steel Beverage Straws to Provide New 
Warnings - http://bit.ly/2cUneq7 

 
Smocked Threads by Cecil & Lou Recalls Children’s 

Nightgowns Due to Violation of Federal Flammability 
Standard - http://bit.ly/2cm70U7 

 
Lorex Recalls Video Baby Monitors Due to Burn 

Hazard - http://bit.ly/2aod66e 
 

Things Remembered Recalls Children’s Jewelry Due to 
Violation of Lead Standard - http://bit.ly/2aG6E9E 

 
GSI Outdoors Recalls Children’s Water Bottles Due to 

Violation of Lead Standard - http://bit.ly/2apBVS6 
 

IKEA Recalls Safety Gates and Safety Gate Extensions 
Due to Fall Hazard - http://bit.ly/2cUqlOK 

 
Three Types of Liquid Plumr Clog Removers Recalled 
by The Clorox Company Due to Failure to Meet Child-
Resistant Closure Requirement - http://bit.ly/2cr1ukB 

 
Bernhardt Recalls Dressers and Nightstands Due to 

Serious Tip-Over Hazard - http://bit.ly/29Xh8EN 

My name is Amy Franz, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the Quality Improvement 
Specialist for QUALITYstarsNY. In my new position my role is to provide guidance and direction to early learning 

and development programs and providers through the QUALITYstarsNY process,  I will be covering Utica and 
the Mohawk Valley. QUALITYstarsNY is a voluntary system for all types of regulated early childhood programs 

that serve children from birth through age 5. For more information about QualitystarsNY you can visit our 
website at http://www.qualitystarsny.org/ or you can email me at afranz@qualitystarsny.org. 

They're baaaaaack!  We have Save Around Coupon books for the Mohawk 
Valley and surrounding areas!  Funds raised through the sale of these books 
go to the Child Care Scholarship Fund, which helps child care providers 
attend our trainings.  Coupon books can be ordered locally or for locations 
across the US – a perfect holiday gift!  Contact Richelle Singer to order 
your book today, rfs35@cornell.edu or (315) 223-7850 x 223! 
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Events & Trainings 
Registration	&	information	on	these	trainings	and	more	can	be	found	at	
http://bit.ly/1B794D1 or	contact	Richelle	Singer	at	223-7850	x	226	

Medical Administration Trainings 
The independent study MAT course tuition is $80. 
Classes are held at 121 Second St Oriskany NY 13424.  
Contact Arlene Brouillette at (315) 223-7850 x 227 for 
more information, to register or to schedule MAT 3 Skills 
Demonstration Renewals and other 3 Skills 
Demonstrations. MAT Fee: $120, non-refundable. 
 
November 12, 2016 MAT Class CCE 8-5pm 
December 10, 2016 MAT Class CCE 8-5pm 

Want to advance your early childhood career?  Have you considered the 
CDA or SACC Credential Prep Class?  Contact Ellen Olson at (315) 223-
7850 x 235 or elp32@cornell.edu to learn about existing and future classes. 

NYS Pyramid Model for Preschoolers $75 
December 17th  at CCE Oneida from 8am to 4pm  
 
This New York Master Cadre offering of The Center on the Social and 
Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) Pyramid Model is 
designed to support the social and emotional development of children birth 
through 3 years of age and children 2 ½ through 5 years of age. 

Child Abuse/Maltreatment, Infant Safety 
and Shaken Baby 
February 18th at CCE Oneida from 9am to 12pm 
 
In this training we will explain and discuss the 
identification of physical, sexual & emotional abuse, 
describe the roles of a Mandated Reported and the 
responsibility of caregivers in helping children deal with 
the traumas of abuse. We will look at the indicators, as 
well as future outcomes of abuse and the reporting of 
suspected child abuse and maltreatment. We will also 
identify the importance of direct supervision of children 
for the safety of infants and other young children. We will 
take a look at the effects of SBS, learn how and why it 
occurs and ways to prevent it from happening. Free 
training, $10 holding-fee, reimbursed to those who attend. 
Payment confirms registration. 

Compassion/Humane Education 
November 9th from 6:30pm-8pm at the Oneida YMCA 
November 10th from 6pm-7:30pm at CCE Oneida 
 
Teaching school aged children to have empathy for others is essential to 
ensuring that children are kind and compassionate citizens.  This training will 
help to prevent violence and assist children in applying concepts of respect 
and kindness toward people and animals.  Participants will learn to 
understand current and past social justice movements, empower children to 
realize that they can make a difference, and motivate young people to 
become involved in a cause.  It could change lives!  (ITA PROJECT: 
MAKING TOYS AND BEDS TO DONATE TO SHELTER ANIMALS IN 
YOUR AREA) Free training, $10 holding-fee, reimbursed to those who 
attend. Payment confirms registration. 

Child Care Business Record Management 
December 7th from 6pm - 7:30pm at the Sullivan Public Library, Chittenango 
 
What records do you need to keep? What is the best recordkeeping system 
for you.  In this workshop we will look at all of the records that you need to 
manage in your child care program and look at different options for 
organizing your paperwork. $10 holding-fee, reimbursed to those who attend. 
Payment confirms registration. 

Cooking with Children; for Learning, Nutrition and Fitness 
January 17th from 6pm - 7:30pm at the Frank J. Basloe Library, Herkimer  
 
Explore ways to use cooking activities to teach children about nutrition and 
healthy habits. Learn how cooking with children supports math and science 
learning.  We will also look at resources that you can share with parents. Free 
training, $10 holding-fee, reimbursed to those who attend. Payment confirms 
registration. 

Save The Date 
March 25th 2017  

Spring Conference 
Subscribe to our E-Newsletter 
for updates: e e pu r l. c o m/ c d 5 y L H  

The Child Care Council is now offering 
sessions to help people become 

licensed/registered child care providers – 
similar to the ‘info sessions’ that we used to 

offer, but new and improved!  If you know someone who is 
interested in becoming a child care provider, let them know 
about the following sessions: 
 
November 9th from 5pm-6pm at the Camden Library 
November 15th from 5:30pm-6:30pm at the Holland Patent  
    Library 
November 18th from 7:3pm-8:30pm at the Boonville Erwin  
    Library 
November 21st from 6pm-7:30pm at Dolgeville High School 
 
Those interested in becoming a child care provider can also 
contact Karin Brinkerhoff at keb99@cornell.edu or (315) 
223-7850 x 233 
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Editor’s Corner 

Eat Smart New York Sponsored Recipe: 

The Child Care Council wishes to congratulate Amanda Vinci on the arrival of her first 
child, Salvatore Vinci and Caitlyn Schuler on the birth her daughter Elizabeth Schuler.  

Caitlyn Schuler also received her NYS training & Technical assistance professional 
credential in both early childhood and school age.  Congratulations, ladies! 

CONGRATULATIONs 

Pizza Sushi 
 
Ingredients: 

Cream cheese 
Whole-wheat tortillas 
Pepperoni slices 
Roasted red peppers, drained 
Marinara sauce 

 
Spread cream cheese on whole-wheat tortilla. Then layer pepperoni and jarred roasted red peppers over 
half the tortilla. Roll it up and cut it into slices. Serve with marinara sauce for dipping. 

 
North Country Region Eat Smart New York is a program of Cornell Cooperative Extension.  

For more information, please visit northcountryeatsmartny.org 
Recipe Source: http://www.rachaelraymag.com/recipe/pizza-sushi 

Early Childhood Administration (Certificate) – New to Hudson Valley Community College! 
This one-year certificate is designed for individuals who have already completed an associate degree in 
early childhood and are pursuing the Child Program Administrator Credential (CPAC) offered by the 
New York State Association for the Education of Young Children. The certificate also is ideal for those 
working as assistant directors, directors, program administrators and family child care owners and are 
seeking to develop professionally. Upon successful completion of the program, graduates will be 
prepared to submit the required portfolio for the CPAC credential.  The college also offers an associate 
degree program in Early Childhood Administration for those who wish to enter the field but have little 
or no experience. 

To Our Staff 
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‘Like’ us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/cceoneida 

The Child Care Council of Cornell Cooperative Extension promotes and supports quality child care and services related to the 
education and well-being of children.  The Child Care Chatterbox is a quarterly resource and informational newsletter published by the 

Child Care Council and is made possible by funding from the NYS Office of Children and Family Services. 

Child Care Council Staff 
Richelle Singer (Interim Director) rfs35@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 226) 
 

Tammy Ablang (Program Educator I) taa24@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 222) 

Karin Brinkerhoff (Program Educator II) keb99@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 233) 

Arlene Brouillette (Program Educator I) aab36@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 227) 

Lori Bunce (Program Educator II) lab99@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 234) 

Christine Dutcher (Administrative Assistant II) cad227@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 238) 

Terri Harrison (Administrative Assistant I) tah223@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 236) 

Courtney A. Jenne (Public Relations Sr. Assistant) caj88@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 230) 

Ellen Olson (Program Educator II) elp32@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 235) 

Tatum Richardson (Program Educator II) tnr8@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 239) 

Caitlyn Schuler (Program Educator II) ces368@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 232) 

Amanda Vinci (Administrative Assistant I) als354@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 237) 

The Child Care Council is a program of Cornell Cooperative Extension, Oneida County.  Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer 
and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities 

Our Office: 
121 Second St 

Oriskany, NY 13424 
(315) 223-7850 
888-814-KIDS 

Fax: (315) 223-7855 
 

Hours: Monday-Friday 
8:30am-4:30pm 

Visit us online! 
www.cceoneida.com/childcare 


