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From the Director 
As I sit and write this last letter From the Director, I cannot help but reminisce about my 18 years with 

the Child Care Council. When I came to this agency, there were 2 full time and 4 part-time staff and we were 
housed in the room across the hall from the Suite we occupy now at Cornell Cooperative Extension. That space 
was previously part of the garage, so it was always cold.  In fact, for Christmas we pitched in and got our 
Executive Director (as well as my forever friend and mentor, Sue Messenger) a draft dodger for her door and she 
loved it! After Sue left, a lot changed – some good, some not so good.  However, through the hard work of this 
staff, the Council is a well-respected resource of education and support in the tri-county area.  

Over the years, I have had the privilege to work with so many dedicated professionals: the staff of the 
Child Care Council and the Association, the volunteers who gave their time freely to serve on my Council Board 
of Directors and Advisory Committee, like-minded colleagues in the community, the staff and Board of the Early 
Care & Learning Council (ECLC), the staff and leaders of our sister Child Care Resource & Referral agencies 
across the State, our elected officials and the members of our Business Leader Workgroup.  But my true heroes are 
those phenomenal people who work every day with children. As we all know, it takes a special person with the 
gift of patience, understanding, compassion and genuine love of children to teach early childhood education 
effectively, and I have known more than my share of people who fit that bill. My heartfelt thanks go out to all of 
the people with whom I have worked and shared a common passion for the health, education and well-being of 
children and families. I am going to miss everyone after I retire on July 15, but I leave knowing (without 
reservation) that the staff at the Child Care Council will continue to offer quality education, support and genuine 
care for those with whom we work throughout Herkimer, Madison and Oneida counties.  My deepest gratitude to 
my current staff for making my final days with the Council pure joy. We are a family that works (and plays) well 
together and it has been my honor to work with them.  

Upcoming, we have many other changes that I would like to highlight:  
Our staff who were previously working out of the Employment and Daycare unit at Oneida County 

Department of Social Services will soon be housed in the main office (in the cold room described 
above….hopefully with a more efficient heating system). This will be an adjustment for them as well as for those 
who were accustomed to accessing resources and assistance from our staff in Utica. At the time of this 
publication, it has not yet been determined who will assume my position but when that information is available, I 
am sure it will be announced in the newspaper, on our website and in our newsletter. 

Sadly, we must bid farewell to the Head Start Program of Cornell Cooperative Extension in Madison County 
and await word on who will be selected from those who have applied to hold the Head Start contract. Liz Crofut 
and her team have worked diligently for many years to establish and maintain quality Head Start programming in 
Madison County and we will miss our collaborative partners. Liz also served as the Board President of the Child 
Care Council Board of Directors for many years, and we wish her the very best on her impending retirement.   

 
 Great news to share!  
• John Calabrese, owner and president of Express Employment Professionals of the Mohawk Valley and co-
chair of our Business Leader Workgroup has been selected as an Excellence in Leadership honoree to be 
awarded at the ECLC’s Annual Meeting June 8, 2016 in Albany. The theme of the event is “United to Promote 
Quality” and John has demonstrated a strong collaborative spirit in promoting quality early education as the 
Chair of the Child Care Council’s Business Leader workgroup.  The speaker at the event this year is Bill 
Millett, who some of you may recall presented at our Business Leader Breakfast a few years ago. He is a 
riveting speaker who compels listeners to look at the far-reaching impact of quality early education from a 
business standpoint. Most of us in this field look at it as the right thing to do for children. He presents the facts 
that support it as a solid investment on the part of businesses and elected officials. If you would like to attend, 
please call our office for details. We want to extend a hearty congratulations to our friend, John on his well-
deserved recognition! 
• Babies! We love Babies! We anxiously await the impending arrival of the newest members of our work 
family…Amanda Vinci on our Legally Exempt Team is expecting her first child (a boy) and Caitlyn Schuler, 
on our ITA team is expecting her 3rd child (a girl) Congratulations to both of these women and their families. I 
will tell you one thing….these are 2 very lucky babies!  

…Continued on Next Page 
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Updates 

From April 4th through 6th, four members of the Child Care Council of Cornell Cooperative Extension joined more than 350 child care 
and early education professionals (pictured below) from across the nation at Child Care Aware of America’s 2016 Symposium. 
Symposium is a three-day event where early education professionals gather to focus on four key categories of the field: policy, research, 
practice and innovation.  Staff members Arlene Brouillette, Lori Bunce, Courtney Jenne and Richelle Singer participated in workshops and 
sessions on engaging policymakers on critical child care issues, leveraging cutting-edge research and strategies that will promote quality 
child care and discussions on the future of child care and early learning across the nation.   
 
The following workshops were attended by staff: Using Behavioral Science to Design Effective Consumer Education; Supporting the 
Infant Toddler Workforce; Sesame Street’s Little Children, Big Challenges; Business Services as a Quality Improvement Strategy; Behind 
the Scenes with the No Small Matter Documentary Team; Early Experiences Elevate Everything: How the Early Years Influence the Life 
Course; Implementing Developmental Monitoring in a Parent-Friendly Way with Training and Materials for the Centers for Disease 
Control’s ‘Learn the Signs, Act Early.’ Program; Emergency Preparedness: What’s New in 2016; Engaging Corporate Leaders in Early 
Learning Involvement; Preschool Expulsions: Implications and Policy Solutions; Immigration and Child Care Policy; KaBOOM! 
Resources to Inspire Active Play; CCR&R Agencies and Early Childhood Education as a Professional Field of Practice: Where Do They 
Fit Together?; Social Justice in Child Care Facilities; Administration for Children and Families: Final Months of the Obama 
Administration; Advancing NDS Now and In the Future – Our Roadmap for Shared Success; Grandparent Partners in Education; 
Impacting Policy for Vulnerable Children; Introducing the New National Center on Afterschool and Summer Enrichment: Interactive 
Dialogue About How the New Center Can Support CCR&Rs; Parents and the High Cost of Child Care: Implications for Quality, Data & 
Policy.  Resources from these sessions have been brought back to the area for execution and innovation in Herkimer, Madison and Oneida 
Counties. 
 
The Symposium conference also features a ‘Day on the Hill’, which was kicked off with a presentation from Texas State Senator Wendy 
Davis.  The Child Care Council had the opportunity to join forces with other New York State Representatives on Capitol Hill.  The state 
network shared the story of child care in New York and specifically the Mohawk Valley region during a sit-down meeting with Senator 
Charles Schumer.   

From the Director Continued… 
 

• I have so much to be proud of when it comes to my staff….just in the last quarter we’ve celebrated a lot: 
o Ellen Olson was recertified reliable as a CLASS assessment observer 
o Arlene Brouillette, Ellen Olson, Caitlyn Schuler and Richelle Singer were certified reliable in ECERS (Early 

Childhood Environmental Rating Scale). Tammy Ablang is scheduled to complete hers in the near future 
(who, due to illness could not finish with the others) A HUGE thank you to the Children’s Institute for 
making this possible. It is something I have wanted for our staff for a very long time and now it is a reality.  

o Richelle Singer graduated from Leadership Mohawk Valley Class of 2016 on May 11 
o My final good news is related to Quality Stars NY. I just learned that this project will be coming to our area. I 

am sad to know that I will not be here to help implement it but feel thrilled that it is coming. More news on 
this as it develops! 

Thank you so much for your friendship and your support throughout my tenure here. I have learned so much from all of 
you and wish you the very best.  
 
For the last time, let me say…….. For the good of the children,  

-Lorraine Kinney-Kitchen 

Child Care Council Staff 
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During the Week of the Young 
Child, Child Care Council staff 
visited a mixture of Family Child 

Care Programs, Child Care 
Centers, School Age Child Care 

Programs and Universal Pre-K 
Classrooms to provide creative 
and hands-on learning for the 
children in care.  For the past 
two years, we have paired a 

creative art activity with a book 
that we donate to the program.  

This year, our books had us 
laughing AND playing! 

Week of the Young Child 

Week of the Young Child Paint activity at Shannon Whaley’s Home Spun Daycare in Rome, NY (Facilitated by Tammy Ablang) 

The Book With No 
Pictures, by B.J. Novak 
(School Age Children) 
 
A #1 New York 
Times bestseller, this 
innovative and wildly 
funny read-aloud by 
award-winning 
humorist/actor B.J. 
Novak will turn any 
reader into a 
comedian. 
You might think a book 
with no pictures seems 
boring and serious. 
Except . . . here’s how 
books work. Everything 
written on the 
page has to be said by 
the person reading it 
aloud.  
 

Let’s Play! , by Herve Tullet 
(Preschool and up) 
 
It's only a yellow dot...but 
what a dot it is!  Readers 
won't be able to resist this 
jaunty, adventurous dot, nor 
its invitation to play along 
on a spectacular ride of 
color, motion, shape, and 
imagination.  Prepare to leap 
headlong into a completely 
new dimension: emotion. 
Connecting not only to the 
mind but also to the heart, 
this dot expresses an 
extraordinary sense of 
humor, fear, joy, and more 
as it pushes, lurches, 
wiggles, and slides its way 
through—and even off!—
the pages of this glorious 
companion to Press 
Here and Mix It Up! 

Don’t Push the Button, by Bill 
Cotter 
(Preschool and up) 
 
There's only one rule in 
Larry's book: don't push the 
button. 
 
(Seriously, don't even think 
about it!) 
 
Even if it does look kind of 
nice, you must never push the 
button. Who knows what would 
happen? 
 
Okay, quick. No one is 
looking... push the button. 
 
Uh, oh. 
 

Book descriptions from Amazon.com 

Listed below are the books we shared during the 2016 Week of the Young Child: 

Don’t Touch This Book, by Bill 
Cotter 
(Preschool and up) 
 
Larry the lovable monster 
from Don't Push the 
Button! is back with another 
hilarious, interactive 
adventure! 
I know what you're thinking: 
this is a pretty cool-looking 
book. But... 
 
DON'T TOUCH THIS BOOK! 
(Don't even try it, bub.) 
 
Okay, okay. You can touch, but 
you can only use ONE finger. 
 
Whoa. How'd you do that? 
Larry is a loveable monster, but 
he has trouble sharing. It's up to 
you to show him how it's done! 
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Lead	poisoning	can	happen	at	any	age,	but	it	is	most	
detrimental	to	children	before	birth	through	age	six	because	they	are	developing	
mentally,	physically,	and	neurologically.		Lead	can	pass	through	the	umbilical	cord	during	
pregnancy	and	through	breast	milk	while	nursing.	It	can	be	ingested	through	the	mouth,	
inhaled,	and	absorbed	through	the	skin.		Lead	can	find	its	way	in!	

Once	in	the	body,	it	interrupts	the	formation	of	a	neurological	connection	
forever!		Lead	travels	through	the	blood	stream,	brain,	kidney,	and	liver,	and	eventually	
settles	in	the	bones	and	teeth	like	“rings”	on	a	tree.		Later	in	life	it	can	be	re-released	into	
the	body	through	stress	or	other	physiological	events.		While	lead	stays	in	the	blood	about	
a	month	and	in	our	soft	tissue	for	several	months…	it	can	remain	in	the	bones	forever.		

While	it	is	sometimes	possible	to	eliminate	lead	from	the	body	through	medical	
interventions….the	damage	has	already	been	done.		The	effects	of	lead	poisoning	are	
irreversible,	and	include	delayed	learning,	hyperactivity,	aggression,	hearing	and	speech	
problems,	digestive	issues,	inability	to	socialize,	poor	decision-making		skills,	and,	eventually,	higher	drop-out	rates	and	
criminal	activity.	

Now	that	you	know	lead	poisoning	lasts	a	lifetime,	you	may	ask	“What	is	a	safe	level	of	lead	in	the	human	body?”		
Zero!		Lead	is	a	heavy	metal	that	has	no	purpose	in	the	human	body.		During	testing,	the	amount	of	lead	in	the	body	is	often	
expressed	in	units	called	“micrograms	per	deciliter,”	or	mg/dl.	The	Center	for	Disease	Control	is	a	federal	entity	that	sets	the	
threshold	for	levels	of	concern	–	or	LOCs	--	regarding	the	amount	of	lead	in	the	bloodstream.	

The	CDC	has	altered	its	tolerance	for	lead	in	the	body	as	more	has	been	learned	about	its	damaging	effects	to	
children.	In	1965,	the	CDC’s	Level	of	Concern	was	60	micrograms	per	deciliter.	In	1985	it	was	25,	and	by	1995	it	was	10.		By	
2012,	the	CDC	had	abandoned	the	term	“level	of	concern”	altogether	because,	essentially,	any	lead	is	unacceptable	lead!		
Today,	while	zero	lead	is	the	level	we	should	strive	for,	5	mg/dl	is	the	point	at	which	the	CDC	recommends	immediate	medical	
or	environmental	intervention	for	children	with	lead	exposure.		We	have	come	a	long	way	since	1965!	

Lead	poisoning	can	result	from	exposure	to	many	items	that	have	been	manufactured	using	lead,	but	the	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	still	tells	us	that	90%	of	all	lead	poisoning	results	from	exposure	to	lead	dust	in	pre-1978	
housing.		Dust	is	invisible,	and	it	is	released	through	friction	when	two	surfaces	rub	together	–	windows,	doors,	even	your	
shoes	as	you	walk	across	an	old,	painted	floor.	

You	and	your	family	can	live	lead-safe.	Get	LEADucated	today! 

Get LEADucated! 

Conscientious	parents	and	child	care	providers	can	do	a	lot	to	prevent	exposure	to	lead	dust	in	the	first	place:	
• Don’t	let	older	paint	deteriorate	inside	or	outside	of	your	home,	especially	in	high-friction	areas	such	as	

windows	and	doors.	
• Get	educated	in	EPA	techniques	for	safe	painting	and	repair	methods	(a	one-day	course	offered	by	MVCC);	
• If	you	may	have	older	painted	surfaces	and	are	not	a	do-it-yourselfer,	make	sure	you	hire	a	certified	contractor	

(required	by	law	since	2010).	
• Use	a	HEPA	vacuum	with	a	closed	filtration	system	and	wet	clean	when	you	mop	or	dust.	Using	water	can	

remove	dust	completely,	rather	than	stir	it	up	for	circulation;	
• Wash	hands,	toys,	and	feet/shoes	frequently.		
• Never	place	a	fan	or	air	conditioner	in	an	older	window	where	lead	dust	may	be	present.	
• Move	your	child’s	crib,	bed,	or	play	area	away	from	windows	and	circulating	air.	
• Be	cautious	of	bare	soil	outside	of	your	home	as	well.	Soil	can	contain	lead	from	deteriorated	paint	or	paint	

dust,	as	well	as	residual	lead	left	over	from	fuel	emissions	before	there	were	laws	controlling	lead	in	gasoline.	
• Plant	your	garden	in	a	raised	bed,	or	have	soil	tested	before	planting	in	the	ground.	
• Check	the	product	recall	list	at	www.ocgov.net/health.	You	may	be	surprised	at	some	of	the	toys,	cosmetics,	

and	household	items	on	that	list.	
• Finally,	always	remember	to	use	nutrition	as	your	lead	poisoning	prevention	friend.	Foods	low	in	fat	and	high	in	

vitamin	C,	iron,	and	calcium	help	prevent	lead	poisoning.	Also,	be	cautious	in	using	imported	foods	that	have	
not	been	subject	to	FDA	approval.	Different	countries	have	different	laws.	

Article Helen M. Madden, Supervisor CLPPP -- Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program  
Administered by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County c/o Oneida County Health Department 

5 Genesee Street, 4th Floor • Utica, NY 13501 • P: 315.798.5481• F :315.798.5022 
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Parent Power: Build the 
Bridge To Success 

 
President Obama has a cradle-to-career plan 
to reform our nation’s schools. He also is 
calling on parents to take responsibility for 
their child’s success. His vision includes the 
belief that all children can and will succeed, 
and that parents are the bridge to this 
success. You as the parent, guardian or 
caregiver can help your child by connecting 
with his or her school to find out what’s 
needed to ensure success and how you can 
help reach that goal. Studies of successful 
schools report that parent involvement is a 
major factor in their outcomes, including 
closing the achievement gap between various 
groups of students. With his vision, the 
president is asking that you make education 
a priority and a legacy for your family. 
 
How can you accomplish this? By adopting 
the following principles and taking the steps 
indicated for each age group, you will be able 
to help your child learn at each step of the 
way and ensure success in school and in life.  
 
Be responsible. Accept your role as the 
parent and make education a priority in 
your home.  
Be committed. Once you have begun to 
work with your child, continue doing so 
throughout the year. 
Be positive. Praise goes a long way with 
children, especially with those who struggle in school. Provide positive feedback.  
Be patient. Show your child that you care through your commitment and encouragement.  
Be attentive. Stop your child immediately when bad behavior appears. Show him or her what 
to do and provide an opportunity to do it correctly. Discipline should be appropriate and 
consistent.  
Be precise. Provide clear and direct instructions. 
Be mindful of mistakes. Record your child’s performance. Look over all the work your child 
brings home from school and keep it in a folder. Help him or her correct any errors.  
Be results-oriented. Gather information on how your child is performing in school. Keep 
notes of conferences with teachers, request progress reports and carefully read report cards 
and achievement test results. Ask questions about these results.  
Be diligent. Work from the beginning to the end of the year with your child and the teacher.  
Be innovative. Keep learning lively and dynamic.  
BE THERE. Just be there for your child–to answer questions, to listen, to give advice, to 
encourage and to speak positively about his or her life. Be there to support your child 
whenever needed. 

From the US Department of Education 
http://1.usa.gov/1R1nb3E 

Parent Pages 
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You Are A Brain Builder 
Every time you interact with a child you’re doing something major: shaping a 
growing mind. 

Parent Pages 
Science tells us that children’s first 5 years are when they develop the foundation for all 

future learning.  Every time we connect with them, it’s not just their eyes that light up—it’s their 
brains too. In these moments, half a million neurons fire at once, taking in all the things we say 
and do. We can’t see it happening, but it’s all there, all at work. That’s why Vroom is here. 

Vroom turns shared moments into brain building moments. Whether 
it’s mealtime, bathtime, or anytime in between, there are always ways to nurture our children's 
growing minds. 

Communication Is Key 
Above all, there’s one thing that helps young brains grow strong: adult-child 
relationships. 

Learning Like Lightning 
The brain is wired to grow - in the first five years, it makes 700 neural 
connections every single second! 

www.joinvroom.org 

Example of Daily Vroom Cards 

Vroom resources are free and can be accessed on their website 
and smartphone app.  Daily Vroom is an app that makes it easy to 

access fun Vroom activities any time to make the most of these precious 
years when the foundation for all future learning is happening. Daily 

Vroom enhances the things you already do and helps spark new ideas! 
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Bulletin Board 
Munchkin Recalls Latch Lightweight Pacifiers & 
Clips Due to Choking Hazard - Details here: 
http://1.usa.gov/1QTMHYE 
 
Twin Go Recalls Baby Carriers Due to Fall Hazard  - 
Details here: http://1.usa.gov/1rWzCcj  
 
Flying Tiger Copenhagen Recalls Wooden Toys Due 
to Choking Hazard  - Details here: 
http://1.usa.gov/1sh0Awd  
 
Miniland Educational Recalls Moogy Plush Toys Due 
to Choking Hazard – Details here: 
http://1.usa.gov/23BYLua 
 
Fisher-Price Recalls Infant Cradle Swings Due to Fall 
Hazard – Details here: http://1.usa.gov/1NaymvT  
 
 

R 

E 

C 

A 

L 

L 

S 

Staff at the Child Care Council were 
touched by a recent story of a 7-year old 

boy who decided to grow his hair out 
and donate it to ‘Wigs for Kids’, an 
organization that makes wigs for 

children who have lost their hair due to 
various medical issues.  Unfortunately, 

shortly after making his donation, Vinny 
Desautels was diagnosed with Stage 4 

cancer himself.  You can learn more 
about this story by reading an article 

here: 
 

http://bit.ly/1R0cGh7 
 

With so much in the news today of kids 
bullying others, it is hard to see such a 
kind soul going through struggles such 

as this.  The family is encouraging 
people to write to Vinny to send words 

of encouragement to 
victoryforvinny@gmail.com 

SPOTTED: 
The Child Care Council partnered 
with Prevent Child Abuse NY for 
their Pinwheels for Prevention 
campaign in the month of April, 
which is Child Abuse Prevention 
Month.  The Child Care Council 
wishes to thank the Utica Public 
Library, Frank J. Basloe Library 
and Oneida Public Library for 
displaying pinwheel gardens to 
raise awareness around the issue of 
child abuse. 
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Discovering Shapes and Space in Preschool 
Preschool teachers can create an environment in which children are eager to explore and learn about math.  They can provide 
developmentally appropriate materials and opportunities to help preschoolers understand the topic.  Math can be a part of daily 
routines, activities and interactions in preschool. The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM) are written to ensure 
students will leave school ready for work and college.  In the CCSSM, two critical areas make up kindergarten content.  The first is 
representing, relating and operating on whole numbers with sets of objects.  The second is describing shapes and space (NGA Center 
& CCSSO 2010).  By the end of kindergarten, children need to demonstrate understanding by analyzing, comparing, creating and 
composing these shapes.  Preschool teachers have numerous opportunities to help children begin to develop their understanding of 
shapes and space.   

Recognize and compare two- and three-dimensional shapes 

In preschool, children can learn to identify 
and name circles, triangles, squares and 

ovals.  By using materials such as posters, 
blocks, books and games, teachers expose 
children to various shapes and help them 

analyze two-and three-dimensional shapes 
in various sizes and orientations.  The 
following strategies and activities help 

preschoolers learn to recognize and 
compare shapes. 

Introduce math words.  
Create a math word wall or 
incorporate mathematical 
words into the existing word 
wall – color-code the math 
words to make it easier for 
children to notice them.  
Teachers can use real objects, 
photos and black line 
drawings to define the words. 

Compare shapes.  Ask children to 
identify different sizes of the same 
shape.  For example, in the classroom 
they could reach for rectangles 
(windows, doors, books, shelves 
etc…).  Next, help children think as 
they compare the sizes of the 
rectangles.  The door is bigger than the 
cubbies.  The cubbies are bigger than 
the book, but they are all rectangles.   

Go from 3-D to 2-D.  Preschoolers can dip three-dimensional objects in paints and press them on paper to make prints.  
Cans, spools, candles and drinking glasses work well.  The children will see the flat shapes that make up the sides of the 
object. 

Discover shapes outdoors.  Look for manhole covers, flags, windows, signs and other distinct shapes.  Working together, 
children and teachers can take photos of the shapes, label them and assemble the photos into a class book. 

Spatial orientation 

Pair positional and shape vocabulary words.  The clock is 
a circle.  It is beside the door, which is a rectangle.  

As preschoolers learn to identify 
objects, they can use spatial 

orientation vocabulary to describe 
the relative positions of the 

objects.  Preschoolers should 
understand and be able to use the 
positional words, such as above, 
below, beside, in front of etc…   

Create a book.  Invite 
families to write about a 
favorite activity using 
positional words.  We 
drove next to the park 
and walked over the 
bridge.  Children can 
provide illustrations.    

Play spatial Simon Says.  Give each child a stuffed animal 
and play Simon Says using positional vocabulary.  Simon 
Says put your animal above your head.      

Excerpt From Teaching Young Children/Preschool (Volume 7 No 4) 

2-1-1 is an easy-to-remember telephone number 
that connects people with community resources 
and volunteer opportunities, 24/7. It’s confidential 

and free, and multilingual service is available.   
2-1-1 Mid-York covers Madison, Oneida and 

Herkimer counties via landline or cell phone. 2-1-1 
is available throughout New York State and the 

U.S. Simply dial 2-1-1 or visit www.211midyork.com 
to access the services and resources. 
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Events & Trainings 

More	information	on	these	trainings	and	more	can	be	found	at	http://bit.ly/1B794D1 or		
contact	Richelle	Singer	at		223-7850	x	226	

Medical Administration Trainings 
The independent study MAT course tuition is $80. Classes are 
held at 121 Second St Oriskany NY 13424.  Contact Arlene 
Brouillette at (315) 223-7850 x 227 for more information, to 
register or to schedule MAT 3 Skills Demonstration Renewals and 
other 3 Skills Demonstrations. MAT Fee: $120, non-refundable. 
 
June 11, 2016 MAT Class CCE 8 to 5pm 
July 16, 2016 MAT Class CCE 8 to 5pm 
September 17, 2016 MAT Class CCE 8 to 5pm 

A Resilient Road Will Lead to Self-Discovery and 
Mastery  
July 13th at the Oneida Public Library, 6pm to 7:30pm  
August 4th at CCE Oneida, 6pm to 7:30pm 
This will cover information on what we can do as early 
childhood educators to begin the healing from trauma.  We can 
start by building positive relationships. We can include support 
for children and families and start teaching alternatives using 
healthy social and emotional development skills within the 
curriculum. Children can learn to be resilient if we as educators 
and nurturers can help foster a child’s self-esteem.  Free 
training, $10 holding-fee, reimbursed to those who 
attend.  Payment confirms registration. OCFS 1, 2, 3, 4  
CDA 1, 3 4, 7, 8  

Want to learn about taking the CDA Credential Prep 
Class?  Contact Ellen Olson at (315) 223-7850 x 235 or 

elp32@cornell.edu to learn about existing and future 
classes. 

Child Care Business Record Management 
June 7th at the Utica Public Library from 6:30pm to 8pm 
Do you have questions about record keeping? Why is record 
keeping important?  What records do I need to keep?  Why 
should my assistant need training in record keeping?  Using 
activities, discussion and a PowerPoint presentation we will 
discuss the different types of records, different methods of 
keeping track of important documents and the reasons keeping 
accurate records of many different types is important.  Free 
Training. $10 holding-fee, reimbursed to those who attend. 
Payment confirms registration OCFS 5 CDA 5, 6 CBK 7 

	

Friends of Children 

Join the Child Care Council of Cornell Cooperative Extension as we honor our 

2016 ‘Friends of Children’ 
at the 

Recognition Awards Dinner 

Tuesday, June 14th 2016 
At Roselawn Banquet Facility 

446 Main St, New York Mills 13417 

Awards will honor direct and indirect service providers from Herkimer, Madison and Oneida 
Counties.  Categories of award include Child Care Providers, Family Friendly Employers, 

Teachers, Community Members and more! 

Registration/Cash Bar at 6pm 
Sit Down Dinner at 6:30pm 

Awards at 7pm 
 

Dinner Tickets: 
Nominees are free!  $25 per person, $20 with College ID, $15 for K-12 Students 

It’s that time of year again! Time 
to honor our ‘Friends of Children’ 

nominees! 
 

Join us as we  
celebrate at 

Visit 
www.cceoneida.com/nominate to 

RSVP by June 3rd online or call 
Courtney Jenne at  

(315) 223-7850 x 230 
 

(You can also visit that website to 
submit your 2017 nominations!) 

Health and Safety in School Age Child Care 
May 31st at the Frank J. Basloe Library from 12:30pm to 2pm 
This training will cover a multitude of Health and Safety topics 
as they pertain to School Age Child Care Programs.  These 
topics include preventing and planning for hazards, supervision, 
child abuse and maltreatment, transmission of germs, handling 
food, Blue Cards, Daily Health Checks as well as ‘Stranger 
Danger’, internet safety and field trips.  Free Training. $10 
holding-fee, reimbursed to those who attend. Payment confirms 
registration.  OCFS 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
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Rainbow Fruit Skewers 
Ingredients: 
10-inch wood skewers 
Mint leaves 
Strawberries (sliced in half) 
Watermelon 
Mango 
Pineapple 
Melon 
Grapes 

 
On each skewer, thread one mint leaf, one strawberry half, one 
piece each watermelon, mango, pineapple, melon and kiwi and 
one grape.  (Kid-Friendly Recipe can be found at: 
http://www.familycircle.com/recipe/rainbow-fruit-skewers) 
 
North Country Region Eat Smart New York is a program of 

Cornell Cooperative Extension.  For more information, 
please visit northcountryeatsmartny.org 

Editor’s Corner 

Want to stay up-to-date with the Child Care Council?  Want to receive the Chatterbox 
electronically?  Make sure we have your current email address! 

 
Contact Courtney Jenne at caj88@cornell.edu to be added to our email list. 

 
We send notifications of professional development and trainings, upcoming events, grants and funding 

opportunities, recalls, news and information relevant to those in the early childhood field. 

Upcoming Events at CCE Oneida: 
 

Farm Fest – June 3rd 

4:30–8:30pm at DiNitto Farm 6586 Benton Rd Marcy 
The Oneida County Farmers invite you to visit a modern 
operational dairy farm!  Enjoy Farm Tours, Hay Maze, 
Petting Zoo, Games for children hosted by the Child Care 
Council, Face painting and more - admission is FREE!   
 

Herb and Flower Fest – June 18th 
9am-3:30pm at CCE Oneida 121 Second St Oriskany 
Join the Master Gardener Volunteers and LOTS of local 
vendors for this annual festival!  Find everything you 
need for your growing season this year –flowers, plants, 
and decorations for your garden and the education to go 
with it!  Workshops this year will focus on pollinators 
and ticks. 
 
More information on these events at www.cceoneida.com 

Eat Smart New York Sponsored Recipe: 

Updates from 4-H 
 
- 4-H Enrollment for 2016-2017 will 
begin on October 1st.  Call Sarah Hardy 
at (315) 736-3394 x 108 for details. 
 
- Interested in learning more about 4-H before enrollment 
begins in October?  Take a tour at the Boonville Fair!  
Tours will start every day at 5pm, and more details will be 
announced at 
www.cceoneida.com/youth-and-family/oneida-county-fair-2 
 
- The 4-H Program is seeking a Summer Program 
Assistant to work with Oneida County 4-H staff to provide 
program & clerical assistance.  This person will carry out 
duties as assigned to support participation in the 4-H 
Program in Oneida County.  He/she will assist in 
coordination of events, including promotion and 
publicity. More information on the description as well as 
how to apply can be found at www.cceoneida.com/careers  

Meet Our Summer Intern! 

Jennifer Ptasznik is a SUNY Oneonta 
graduate who will be working with the 

Child Care Council for the next few 
months.  She will be working to develop 

new trainings and assist with ongoing 
projects.  Welcome! 
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Did you know that you can access free Child Care Council resources and referrals on your 
phone with the new ‘Child Care Finder’ app?  Just search for ‘Child Care Finder’ in the 

Google Play or App store and download the free app by Trifecta Media. 

The Child Care Council of Cornell Cooperative Extension promotes and supports quality child care and services related to the 
education and well-being of children.  The Child Care Chatterbox is a quarterly resource and informational newsletter published by the 

Child Care Council and is made possible by funding from the NYS Office of Children and Family Services. 

Child Care Council Staff 
Lorraine Kinney-Kitchen (Director) lmk23@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 223) 

Richelle Singer (Program Educator II) rfs35@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 226) 
 

Tammy Ablang (Program Educator I) taa24@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 222) 

Karin Brinkerhoff (Program Educator II) keb99@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 233) 

Arlene Brouillette (Program Educator I) aab36@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 227) 

Lori Bunce (Program Educator II) lab99@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 234) 

Christine Dutcher (Administrative Assistant II) cad227@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 238) 

Terri Harrison (Administrative Assistant I) tah223@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 236) 

Courtney A. Jenne (Public Relations Senior Assistant) caj88@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 230) 

Ellen Olson (Program Educator II) elp32@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 235) 

Caitlyn Schuler (Program Educator II) ces368@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 232) 

Amanda Vinci (Administrative Assistant I) als354@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 237) 

The Child Care Council is a program of Cornell Cooperative Extension, Oneida County.  Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer 
and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities 

Our Office: 
121 Second St 

Oriskany, NY 13424 
(315) 223-7850 
888-814-KIDS 

Fax: (315) 223-7855 
 

Hours: Monday-Friday 
8:30am-4:30pm 

Visit us online! 
www.cceoneida.com/childcare 


