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Recognition Dinner 
Congratulations to our 2015 Friends of 

John Calabrese Laura Keeney 

Sue Winkler & Heidi Griffith 

Tammy Chilluffo 

Marissa Scherz 

Dr. Carmelita 
Lomeo-Smrtic 

Sandy Philhower 

Erin View Betty Schuck 

The Herkimer County Hunger Coalition Gram Lorraine Project 

Michelle Nolan Pam Muller 

Cindy Short 

Melanie Campione Inez DeGroat 

Jean Martin 

Lisa Putnam 
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On June 5th, I was honored to present the 2015 Friend of 
Children-Staff Choice award to Mary Cavallaro at her home. 
Sadly, her family knew that she was not strong enough to be 
in attendance at the annual Recognition Dinner so a friend of 
her family recorded the presentation on her phone and we 
showed the recording at the event on June 9th.  It was so 
moving to hear in Mary’s words what it meant to work in the 
field of early childhood with her daughter, Geri Kazmerski for 
all these years. What people may not know is that she rode a 
bus daily from her home in Utica to Little Falls and then 
walked from the bus stop up the hill to Geri’s child care 
business in every kind of weather!  She said it was most 
rewarding to work with children because it kept her young 

and she said it meant a lot to be able to work with her daughter every day. She showed countless children love and compassion 
throughout her years, an investment in the future for us all.  I am so glad that we had the opportunity to honor this amazing woman 
when we did because on June 20th, Mary passed away. She leaves an indelible mark on the lives of all the children and families that she 
touched but also on those of us who were fortunate to know and work with her (and play), of course-she was a fun-loving scorch, after 
all!! We extend our sympathy to Geri and the rest of Mary’s loved ones but we should all find great comfort in knowing that there is one 
more angel watching over our children.  

~Lorraine Kinney Kitchen 

Recognition Dinner 

Eileen Allen, John Calabrese, Linda Cammiso, Melanie Campione, Mary Cavallaro, Simona Cerminaro, Tammy 
Chilluffo, Christine Davis, Kelly DeGrace, Inez DeGroat, Kristen DiGiorgio, Victoria Duesler, The Herkimer ARC 
Family Educator Team, Tammy Fanning, The Herkimer Hunger Coalition Gram Lorraine Project, Heidi Griffith, 
Jo-Ann Joseph, Laura Song Keeney, Dr. Carmelita Lomeo-Smrtic, Kathy Lonero, Jean Martin, Cindy Mathews, 

Pam Muller, Jessica Nackley, Sandy Philhower, Jan Podosek, Lisa Putnam, Marissa Scherz, Betty Schuck, Cindy 
Short, Corey Stapleton, Julia Stapleton, Becca Swalgin, Sharon Thomas, Erin View & Sue Winkler 

Congratulations to all 

of our 2015 Nominees! 

Nominations for the 2016 Friends of Children Recognition Dinner are being accepted 
from now until May 8th 2016 

www.cceoneida.com/nominate 
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Age 4 to Grade 3 
 
Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne 
A to Z mysteries series by Ron Roy 
Third Grade Detectives series by George E. Stanley 
Capitol Mysteries series by Ron Roy 
Doyle and Fossey, Science Detectives, series by Michele Torrey 
Milo and Jazz series by Lewis B. Montgomery 
The Magic School Bus series by Joanna Cole 
Arthur series by Marc Brown 
Click magazine, published by Cricket Media. www.cricketmag.com 

‘Girl Power’ Literature 
“Don’t assume…that movies and TV are only mindless 

entertainment. They all influence children’s views of themselves and 
the world.” 

Parenting Beyond Pink and Blue by Christia Spears Brown, Ph.D. 

The following list of books has been researched and compiled by Ellen Hohbach Scheetz, 
owner of Authentic You.  The books in this list feature capable and interesting female 

characters.  The list was compiled at a request of a mother who was looking for books to 
share with young girls about personal empowerment, independence and safety. 

Age 0 to 3 
 
Books by author Todd Parr (titles such as “The I Love You Book”, “It’s OK to Make Mistakes”, “We Belong 
Together” and “The Grandma Book”) 
Babybug Booklets (They are mailed like a magazine subscription but made with thicker paper for younger hands. 
Published by Cricket Media. www.cricketmag.com. There is no advertising in them.) 

Older than Grade 3 
 
City of Ember series by Jeanne DuPrau (The first book is my favorite of the three.) 
Chasing Vermeer series by Blue Balliett 
Spirit Animals series by Brandon Mull 
Seekers series by Erin Hunter 
Who Was… and Who Is… books. I recommended buying or borrowing an equal number of the male and female 
books. Publisher is Grosset & Dunlap. 
The Storm Makers by Jennifer E. Smith 
Ask magazine, published by Cricket Media. www.cricketmag.com 
Red Pyramid series by Rick Riordan 
Magic Repair Shop series by Amanda Marrone 
The Story Thieves by James Riley 
Muse Magazine, published by Cricket Media, www.cricketmag.com 

What to when reading other books 
• When you come across books that do not include both genders, you can improvise. 

You can make some of the animals boy animals and some of the animals girl animals. You can say, “let’s make this one a 
girl” and “let’s make this one a boy.” 
You can also call animals “it” without assigning a gender for the whole story. This is particularly great as it deemphasizes 
gender and puts the emphasis on the character’s qualities and actions. Or you can start with “it” until you find out or decide 
what the gender is. (I have noticed that many of us have been raised to think of “it” as a negative word. I invite all of us to 
consider “it” as a neutral word that is neither negative or positive.) 

• When reading with your child, show your enthusiasm for the characters’ positive character qualities and demonstrated 
values that align with yours. Deemphasize their physical appearance. You can skip over parts about a girl being pretty or 
dressed well, etc. and concentrate on both gender’s character traits. You can also change “giggle,” “hysterical,” or “scream” 
to “laugh,” “upset,” “mad,” and “yell” if you notice only the female characters are described this way. 

• You can also refer to boats, airplanes and other objects as “it,” rather than “she.” This helps children know that objects can 
be owned and people cannot.  
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Farm to Preschool 

Students at the Masonic Child Care 
Center sit around their ‘Pizza Garden’ 

Farm to Preschool 
Local Food and Learning in Early Child Care and Education Settings 

 
Farm to school isn’t just for K-12 institutions; an increasing number of early child care and education providers 
are engaging in farm to preschool activities. The term “farm to preschool” encompasses efforts to serve local 
or regionally produced foods in early child care and education settings; provide hands-on learning activities 
such as gardening, farm visits, and culinary activities; and integrate food-related education into the curriculum. 
 

Why Farm to Preschool? 
Serving local foods and offering related hands-on activities can increase children’s willingness to try new 
foods. In fact, farm to preschool is recognized by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as an 
opportunity to increase access to healthy environments for improved early eating habits and obesity prevention 
in early care and education. With daily opportunities to serve local products through the Child and Adult Care 
Food Program (CACFP), farm to preschool benefits local and regional farmers, ranchers, and fisherman, as 
well as food processors, manufacturers, and distributors by providing another market for their products. 

Tips for Growing Your Program 
 
Start small  
Special events are a great way to start serving local foods. 
Consider starting with one local item each month and grow 
from there. Create a monthly newsletter to celebrate the 
harvest and share with children, parents, and caregivers.  
 
Tap into parents  
With robust parental involvement during the early child care 
years, tap into parents to help model healthy eating at meal 
time, lead an activity, or organize a garden to enhance your 
farm to preschool program.  
 
Invest in an edible garden (for centers) 
CACFP funds can be used to purchase items for gardens 
such as seeds, fertilizer, watering cans, rakes, and more as 
long as the produce grown in the garden will be used as part 
of the reimbursable meal and for nutrition education 
activities.  
 
Dig into menu planning  
Find out what grows in your region and allow flexibility in the 
regular menu cycle to spotlight seasonal items and 
incorporate them into healthy recipes. When you serve local 
foods, be sure to highlight them on your menu for parents to 
see!  

Sourcing local foods 
 

Local foods span the entire meal tray, from 
produce to dairy, grains, meat, eggs, and 

beans. CACFP providers can define “local” 
however they choose. Definitions vary widely 

depending on the unique geography and 
climate, as well as the abundance of local food 

producers, in the region. CACFP operators 
can find local products through the same 
sources that K-12 schools use to source 

locally: directly from producers, or through 
food hubs, distributors or a food service 

management company. In many preschool 
settings, purchasing volumes are small, 

opening the door to purchasing seasonally 
from farmers’ markets, community supported 
agriculture programs, or local producers that 

may not have the volume to meet the needs of 
a typical school district. Preschools may also 
be able to grow enough in a garden to meet 

some of their food needs. 

Want to incorporate Farm to Preschool into your 
program?  Visit www.farmtopreschool.org or  

contact Richelle Singer at 223-7850 x 226 if you 
don’t have internet access. 

ADVOCACY ALERT: Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) 
introduced the ‘Access to Healthy Food for Young Children 
Act for 2015’ which would reduce the CACFP area eligibility 
from 50 percent to 40 percent to streamline access and expand 
eligibility to include more low-income children, give child care 
centers and family child care centers with the option of serving 
a reimbursable third meal, and increase the reimbursement 
rate for CACFP sponsoring organizations. Also Congress will 
need to act on Reauthorization of CACFP this fall. 
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Parent Pages 
Preventing	  Preschool	  Expulsion	  
	  
	  An	  accumulation	  of	  strong	  messages	  from	  
policymakers	  and	  advocates	  suggests	  that	  
preschool	  expulsion	  is	  becoming	  an	  
important	  target	  for	  change.	  In	  May	  2014,	  
the	  My	  Brother's	  Keeper	  Task	  Force-‐-‐part	  of	  
an	  initiative	  to	  address	  persistent	  opportunity	  
gaps	  faced	  by	  boys	  and	  young	  men	  of	  color	  
and	  ensure	  that	  all	  young	  people	  can	  reach	  
their	  full	  potential-‐-‐released	  its	  first	  report	  to	  
the	  President,	  offering	  recommendations	  to	  
"eliminate	  suspensions	  and	  expulsions	  in	  

preschool	  and	  other	  early	  learning	  
settings,"	  including	  the	  use	  of	  early	  
childhood	  mental	  health	  consultation.	  In	  

November	  2014,	  the	  quality	  improvement	  provisions	  of	  the	  reauthorized	  Child	  Care	  and	  Development	  Block	  
Grant	  required	  "effective	  behavior	  management	  strategies	  and	  training,	  including	  positive	  behavior	  interventions	  
and	  support	  models,	  that	  promote	  positive	  social	  and	  emotional	  development	  and	  reduce	  challenging	  behaviors,	  
including	  reducing	  expulsions	  of	  preschool-‐aged	  children	  for	  such	  behaviors."	  	  
	  
Most	  tellingly,	  on	  December	  10,	  2014,	  U.S.	  Secretary	  of	  Health	  and	  Human	  Services	  Sylvia	  Burwell	  and	  U.S.	  
Secretary	  of	  Education	  Arne	  Duncan	  released	  a	  joint	  policy	  statement	  on	  preventing	  expulsions	  and	  suspensions	  
in	  early	  learning	  settings.	  The	  statement	  notes	  the	  high	  prevalence	  of	  preschool	  expulsions	  and	  their	  association	  
with	  negative	  child	  outcomes,	  and	  also	  offers	  recommendations	  to	  programs	  and	  states	  on	  strategies	  and	  
practices	  to	  reduce	  expulsions,	  including	  early	  childhood	  mental	  health	  consultation.	  	  	  
	  
There	  have	  been	  two	  large-‐scale,	  national	  studies	  of	  preschool	  expulsion	  rates.	  One,	  by	  Walter	  Gilliam,	  uses	  data	  
from	  a	  national	  survey	  of	  state	  prekindergarten	  programs	  to	  examine	  preschool	  expulsion	  rates.	  The	  second,	  
based	  on	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Education,	  Office	  of	  Civil	  Rights'	  annual	  data	  collection,	  reports	  on	  disparities	  in	  
prekindergarten	  expulsion	  rates	  by	  race	  and	  other	  characteristics.	  In	  addition	  to	  these	  national	  studies,	  state-‐
level	  studies	  on	  expulsion	  rates	  have	  been	  conducted	  in	  Colorado,	  Massachusetts,	  North	  Dakota,	  and	  Wisconsin.	  
	  

To	  view	  the	  resources	  referenced	  in	  this	  article	  and	  to	  learn	  more,	  visit	  the	  following	  link:	  
http://bit.ly/1HbO9kp	  

Early	  childhood	  mental	  health	  and	  behavior	  issues	  are	  usually	  one	  of	  the	  most	  frequently-‐cited	  reasons	  for	  preschool	  
expulsions.	  	  Contact	  Ellen	  Olson	  with	  any	  questions	  about	  child	  behavior	  and	  development.	  	  You	  can	  also	  contact	  your	  

local	  Department	  of	  Mental	  Health	  for	  any	  resources	  or	  with	  any	  questions	  or	  concerns:	  
Herkimer:	  315-‐867-‐1465	  
Madison:	  1-‐800-‐721-‐2215	  
Oneida:	  (315)	  768-‐3660	  

The Child Care Council makes continuous efforts to educate elected officials of the issues and needs of the child 
care community.  Our goal is to promote change and investment in programs and services by sharing data, 

statistics and insight.  Are you passionate that every child deserves quality early childhood education?  Are you 
willing to carry our messages with you to elected officials?  We have free advocacy materials available on our 
website at http://bit.ly/1M3jrQL .  There are many ways to advocate, most times you don’t even have to leave 

your house!  Let us know when you advocate too so that we can thank you!  Email Courtney at caj88@cornell.edu 
to let us know about your advocacy and if you have any questions about learning to advocate! 
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Parent Pages 

SUPAC, the Mid-State Special Education Parent Special 
Education Technical Assistance Center, is funded through a 
contract with the New York State Education Department 
(NYSED) Office of Special Education. We seek to empower parents to become meaningfully involved in their 
children’s education through school, family, and community partnerships. We are one of 14 Parent Centers in 
New York State, working with parents of school aged children, our Parent Center covers Syracuse City and the 
following BOCES regions: Cayuga-Onondaga, Herkimer-Fulton-Hamilton-Otsego, Madison-Oneida, Oneida-
Herkimer-Madison, Onondaga-Cortland-Madison, Oswego County, and Tompkins-Seneca-Tioga. New York 
State Parent Centers were created to help parents of children with disabilities better understand and access 
special education services. Our parent center is staffed by 4 dedicated individuals who are professionals in the 
field of special education, parents of child with a disability or both. In order to provide parents with the tools to 
be more involved in their child’s education, we provide free trainings to parents in all of the counties that we 
service. We can provide these trainings at our location, your location, in community, or on the web. We also 
have a wonderful website, www.supac.org, with extensive resources and up to date information regarding 
special education in New York State. We also work as a call center, answering a variety of questions and 
making referrals to outside agencies. We are also able to speak with parents who speak languages other than 
English using a three-way translation service. If you are struggling to understand your role as a parent in the 
special education process or would like more information about special education for school aged children 
(ages 5-21), call us today!  

Toll-free 877-824-9555 

‘For every week of intensive activity or sleepaway camp, 
Dorothy Sluss said, children need three weeks of less-
structured time.  Sluss is an associate professor of elementary 
and early childhood education at James Madison University 
and president of the U.S. chapter of the International Play 
Association.  Children, young children especially, do need time 
to play and explore and, Sluss said. They need time to just do 
nothing. “We may see sitting on a blanket in the yard, looking 
at the clouds as a waste of time,” she said. “But children view 
that as a time to wonder, to grow. That’s when they develop 
and have sensory stimulation.”’ 

The Downside of No Downtime for Kids  
http://to.pbs.org/1enazZ6 

Getting to Know the 
Syracuse University 

Parent Assistance Center 
(SUPAC) 

APP ALERT! 
 
The ‘Kars4Kids Safety’ app (free for Android phones in the Google Play store) 
syncs to your car’s Bluetooth and alerts you when you and your phone leave the 
car.  This way, even with your baby out of sight in the backseat, you wont forget 
them.  Just search ‘Kars4Kids Safety’ in the Google Play store! 
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DIY Mini Fooseball Table 
 
What you need: 
-shoebox 
-scissors 
-4 dowels (2 red, 2 green) 
-10 clothespins (5 red, 5 
green) 
-ping pong ball 
 

Cut rectangular holes at the short ends of your box for goals.  
Using scissors, poke 4 holes along the long ends of your box.  
This is where you will be sticking your dowels, so make sure that 
there is enough space in between holes/dowels for the clothespins 
to spin.  Stick dowels into holes, alternating colors, and clip 2 or 
3 clothespins of the same color to the dowel.  Drop in your ping 
pong ball and play! 

Full instructions at http://bit.ly/1CnCxzi 

Bulletin Board 

Attention Family and Group Family Child Care 
Programs 

There are three new policies posted on the Office of Children and 
Family Services (OCFS) Website that are now in effect.  They 
are: 
 
 15-1 Supervision Issues as they Relate to Home-Based Programs 
 15-2 Home Schooling and FDC Registration or GFDC Licensure 
 15-3 Multiple Programs in a Single Dwelling Unit: Clarifications of 
Requirements  

 
Please visit http://on.ny.gov/1DqBKOd to learn more 

The Herkimer College Children’s Center recently 
earned a five year reaccreditation by the 

National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC).  Over 6,500 child care 

programs, preschools, early learning centers, 
and other center- or school-based early 

childhood education programs are currently 
NAEYC accredited nationally.  Locally, there are 
5 NAEYC accredited programs.  These programs 

provide high quality care and education to 
nearly one million young children in the United 
States, its territories, and programs affiliated 

with the United States Department of Defense. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Online Resources: 
 
DayByDayNY.org – free, daily online ebooks for children 
and literacy resources and activities. 
 
SharedSourceECNY.org – resources for child care 
providers for developing successful early education 
programs. 
 
Exploratorium.edu – Online science activities and 
resources for teaching science. 
 
http://bit.ly/1dMaait - This is a shortened link for the 
Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees Community 
Fire Safety Project, where you can find fire safety materials 
in multiple languages.  
 
http://farpoint.fcs.uga.edu/moodle/LADB - Database of 
hundreds of hands-on activities for children. 

Please be advised: 
The Neighborhood Center Corporate 
and Administrative Offices have 
relocated to  
624 Elizabeth St, Utica, NY 13501 

PREORDERS FOR 2016 
SAVEAROUND BOOKS ARE NOW 

BEING TAKEN! $20 
Proceeds from this fundraiser benefit the Child 

Care Council Scholarship Fund 
Contact Courtney to place your 

order – caj88@cornell.edu // 223-
7850 x 230 

Last year, our sales generated $336 which 
we will have available to help defray the 
cost of the Fall and Spring Conferences! 

Samples of four brands of children’s crayons 
(marketed under the names of popular fantasy 

characters Mickey Mouse, Power Rangers and Ninja 
Turtles) and two kids’ crime scene fingerprint kits 

conta ined  dead ly  asbes tos  f i be rs , according 
to tests commissioned by EWG Action Fund.  The 

toys, purchased at national retail chains or through 
online retailers, were tested by two government-

certified laboratories, using state-of-the-art 
equipment. The results are significant because even 
trace exposure to asbestos can cause cancer and 

other fatal lung disease. 
 

Read more at http://bit.ly/1J8w5ck 
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Outside Play 

The average American boy or girl spends as few as 30 
minutes in unstructured outdoor play each day. Only 6% of 
children nine to 13 play outside on their own in a typical 
week.  But if you’re reading this, you probably already 
know that outdoor play is essential for children’s health and 
well-being. Here are eight science-backed reasons that 
prove you’re right. 
 
1. Better vision – Multiple studies show that sunshine and the natural light of outdoors lowers the chance of 
nearsightedness and improves distance vision in children. Kids who spent more time outside had better distance 
vision than those who prefer indoor activities. A recent study from Ohio State University College of Optometry says 
that 14 hours a week of outdoor light is effective for better vision. 
2. Better resistance to disease – Multiple studies show that playing in the dirt (soil) outdoors helps kids 
stay healthy. Bacteria, viruses and other gross things in the soil actually help the immune system, and brain 
develop. Playing the dirt can also improve a child’s mood and reduce anxiety and stress. 
3. Increased Vitamin D – It’s difficult to get enough of this nutrient strictly from food. 80 to 90 percent of our 
vitamin D actually comes from sunshine. Sensible unprotected sun exposure of 10 to 15 minutes will do it. After the 
first 10 – 15 minute exposure, it’s best to cover up with sunscreen. 
4. Less Stress –  More than 100 research studies have shown that outdoor recreation reduces stress. This 
comes from a combination of factors producing positive physiological and psychological responses. Also, in this 
poll, 90 percent of kids who spent time outside said being in nature and taking part in outdoor activities helped 
relieve stress. 
 5. Better attention spans, even for kids with ADHD symptoms –  Several studies done by the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign show that natural settings and green outdoor activities reduced ADHD symptoms in 
children. Activities outdoors specifically had greater positive impact than other settings. These positive effects 
are measured in children as young as age five.  A 2008 study at the University of Michigan found that memory 
performance and attention spans improved by 20 percent after subjects spent an hour out in the nature.  Likewise, 
78%  of educators in a large survey reported that “children who spend regular time in unstructured outdoor play are 
better able to concentrate and perform better in the classroom.” 
6. Better physical fitness – Outdoor play increases fitness levels and builds active, healthy bodies. One in three 
American kids who are obese. Running around, climbing, walking, exploring, and getting dirty burn calories and 
strengthen growing bodies.  Bonus: there’s ample evidence linking physical fitness and academic achievement.  
Likewise, there’s evidence that simply taking a stroll outside increases creativity. 
7. Better physical coordination –  Another way to say this is  better sensory skills. Playing outside involves 
uneven surfaces, rocks, branches, holds and unstable surfaces like gravel, sand and mud. Playing around these 
elements takes balance, agility, dexterity, and depth perception. 
8. Better classroom performance – Multiple studies show that kids who spend time outside (including during 
the school day) do better in all academic subjects.  Exposure to environment-based education significantly 
increases student performance on tests of their critical thinking skills.  Factoring out other variables, studies of 
students in California and nationwide show that schools that use outdoor classrooms and other forms of nature-
based experiential education produce significant student gains in social studies, science, language arts, and math. 
For example, one study found that students in outdoor science programs improved their science testing scores by 
27 percent. 
9. Spark curiosity & imagination – As kids grow, indoor environments become known, understood, and 
familiar. However, outside environments are dynamic and ever-changing. They are outside our control. As such, 
they invite the mind to wander, looking, observing. 
10. Better nature literacy and local understanding – From TV, movies, books and apps, many kids know a 
lot about dinosaurs, pandas and sharks.  Bringing them outside lets them explore and learn about their own local 
ecosystem. Kids take immense, healthy pride from learning the names of the plants and animals in their own 
neighborhood. 

8 science-backed reasons for letting 
your kids play outdoors 

Written by Edward Shepard 
From www.parent.co 
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The 2015 Early Childhood Educators Fall Conference 
Developing 21st Century Skills 
Saturday, October 3rd 2015 
At the Oneida County Farm and Home Center 
More details to be announced on our website 
 

CONFIRMED PRESENTATIONS: 
-Incorporating Technology into your Program with PBS Kids (presented by Debbie Stack, PBS) 
-Technology and Engineering in Literature (presented by Amanda Stewart, Utica Public Library) 
 
APPLY FOR EIP NOW!  
www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu or call 800-295-9616 
 
**If you are denied EIP, contact Richelle Singer at 223-7850 x 226 to learn 
about our Child Care Council scholarship opportunities, available on a first-
come, first-served basis.  EIP denial letter is required to apply.** 

Upcoming Trainings 
Child Care Council Trainings 
	  
8/25	  –	  6pm	  to	  7:30pm	  Taking	  the	  Next	  Steps	  in	  your	  Early	  Childhood	  
Career	  (guest	  presentation	  with	  SUNY	  Empire	  State	  College)	  
9/19	  –	  9am	  to	  4:30pm	  CPR	  &	  First	  Aid	  
10/15	  –	  9am	  –	  11am	  Tri-‐County	  Director’s	  Meeting*	  
10/24	  –	  9am	  to	  4:30pm	  CPR	  &	  First	  Aid	  
*This	  meeting	  is	  for	  Child	  Care	  Center	  Directors	  only.	  	  Contact	  Richelle	  Singer	  to	  Register	  
	  

Medical Administration Trainings 
MAT	  Fee:	  $120,	  non-‐refundable.	  The	  independent	  study	  MAT	  course	  tuition	  is	  $80.	  Classes	  are	  held	  at	  the	  Oneida	  
County	  Farm	  &	  Home	  Center	  (121	  Second	  St	  Oriskany	  NY	  13424).	  Contact	  Arlene	  Brouillette	  at	  (315)	  223-‐7850	  x	  227	  for	  
more	  information,	  to	  register	  or	  to	  schedule	  MAT	  3	  Skills	  Demonstration	  Renewals	  and	  other	  3	  Skills	  Demonstrations.	  
	  
September 19, 2015 MAT Class CCE       8-5pm 
September 22, 2015 MAT IS CCE        9-1pm 
October 17, 2015 MAT Class CCE        8-5pm 
October 29, 2015 MAT IS  CCE        9-1pm 
November 14, 2015 MAT Class CCE        8-5pm 

For	  more	  information	  &	  to	  register	  
for	  any	  of	  these	  Child	  Care	  Council	  

trainings,	  visit	  
http://bit.ly/1B794D1 or	  

contact	  Richelle	  Singer	  at	  	  
223-‐7850	  x	  226	  

Celebrate National 4-H week at the Oneida County 
4-H Open House! 
October 17th 2015 from 10am to 2pm 
At the Oneida County Farm and Home Center 
 
Great for youth age 5 to 19!  The event is free and will have 
make-and-take activities, window display contest, pumpkin 
decorating and pumpkin and sunflower contests!  More 
information can be found at reg.cce.cornell.edu/OC4H_230 
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Editor’s Corner 

2015 Calendar Contest 

What to do: 
1. Gather a variety of plastic containers with lids. 
2. Wash the containers, remove the labels, and 
put the lids in a separate pile 
from the containers. 
3. Children can match the lids and the containers. 
Some can be screw-type lids, 
some snap on lids. 
4. Let children practice putting lids on and off. 
 
What children will learn: 
Problem solving; matching; small motor skills 

Match the Container and Lid Game 
(Ages 2+) 

Caitlyn Schuler graduated from The State University of New York at Cobleskill with 
a B.S. Degree in Child Care and Development. She has previous experience in Early 
Childhood settings; as she was employed by Madison-Oneida BOCES, as a 1:1 aide, 
and Upstate Cerebral Palsy, first as an Integrated Facilitator, then becoming a 
Designated Site Director.  Her most recent professional success was at Ed and Ed 
Business Technology, as a Sales Solution Specialist. While successful, she wanted to 
return to a career in her field of interest of education so she applied and was hired to 
fill the position of Intensive Technical Assistance Educator. Above all, she enjoys 
spending time with her 2 little boys, Colton (age 5), Tyler (age 2), and her husband, 
Brendan. She also loves outside activities-fishing, boating, four-wheeling, 
snowmobiling, gardening, riding her horse, Abby, and spending time with her 
extended family. Caitlyn will be working in the field doing ITA’s with 
Licensed/Registered child care providers. She is also in the process of completing 
her trainer’s credential through the New York State Early Learning Trainer 
Credential Program. 

Meet our new staff member! 

We’re	  looking	  for	  the	  stars	  of	  our	  2016	  	  
Child	  Care	  Council	  Calendar!	  

• Submit	  creative,	  high	  quality	  photos	  of	  the	  children	  in	  your	  program	  
taken	  during	  all	  seasons	  of	  the	  year.	  

• Only	  NYS	  Regulated	  Child	  Care	  programs	  in	  Herkimer,	  Madison	  &	  
Oneida	  counties	  can	  participate.	  

• Only	  high	  quality	  digital	  photos	  via	  CD	  or	  email	  in	  JPEG	  format	  will	  
be	  accepted.	  	  (No	  blurry	  photos	  please!)	  

• Please	  submit	  no	  more	  than	  10	  photos	  
• Photo	  release	  is	  required	  for	  each	  child	  in	  your	  photos.	  (release	  

form	  available	  at	  www.cceoneida.com)	  
 
  

Email Photos to Courtney at caj88@cornell.edu  
Questions? Call (315) 223-7850 x 230 

Deadline	  for	  submission:	  October	  30th	  2015	  

Here’s	  how	  the	  children	  in	  your	  program	  can	  be	  stars:	  

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 
www.facebook.com/cceoneida 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER! 
@cceoneida 

FIND US ONLINE! 
www.cceoneida.com 
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Did you know that you can access free Child Care Council resources and referrals on your 
phone with the new ‘Child Care Finder’ app?  Just search for ‘Child Care Finder in the 

Google Play or App store and download the free app by Trifecta Media. 

The  Child  Care  Council  of  Cornell  Cooperative  Extension  promotes  and  supports  quality  child  care  and  
services  related  to  the  education  and  well-‐‑being  of  children.    The  Child  Care  Chatterbox  is  a  quarterly  

resource  and  informational  newsletter  published  by  the  Child  Care  Council  and  is  made  possible  by  funding  
from  the  NYS  Office  of  Children  and  Family  Services.  

Child Care Council Staff 
Lorraine Kinney-Kitchen (Director) lmk23@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 223) 
Richelle Singer (Assistant Director) rfs35@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 226) 
 

Tammy Ablang (Referral/Provider Services Specialist) taa24@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 222) 
Arlene Brouillette (Health Care Consultant) aab36@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 227) 
Lori Bunce (Legally Exempt Coordinator) lab99@cornell.edu (731-3426) 
Christine Dutcher (Legally Exempt Clerical Examiner) cad227@cornell.edu (266-6161) 
Terri Harrison (Administrative Assistant) tah223@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 236) 
Courtney A. Jenne (Community & Corporate Relations) caj88@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 230) 
Ellen Olson (ITA Coordinator) elp32@cornell.edu (867-1555) 
Michael Perkett (Legally Exempt Home Examiner) map345@cornell.edu (731-3403) 
Amanda Samsel (Legally Exempt Program Assistant) als354@cornell.edu (798-5024) 
Caitlyn Schuler (ITA Specialist) ces368@cornell.edu (223-7850 x 232) 

The Child Care Council is a program of Cornell Cooperative Extension, Oneida County.  
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 

Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and 
employment opportunities 

Main Office 
 

121 Second St 
Oriskany, NY 13424 

(315) 223-7850 
888-814-KIDS 

Fax: (315) 223-7855 
Hours: Monday-Friday 

8:30am-4:30pm 
 

Satellite Offices: 
 

Oneida County DSS 
800 Park Ave 

Utica NY 13501 
(315) 731-3426 

Fax (315) 266-6188 
 

Visit us online! 
 

www.cceoneida.com/childcare 


