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1:00 P. M. February 13, 2017 

 

Present: Brymer Humphreys, Kathy Pilbeam, Andy Gale, Roger Crary, Paul Snider, Paul van Lieshout, 

Jim Manning, Marty Broccoli and Guy Sassaman. Guests: Roger Kraus, Kathleen Kraus, Doug Kraus, 

and Charles Hubbell. 

 

Meeting was called to order by Humphreys at 1:13 P.M. 

 

Motion to approve the December 13, 2016 minutes by Gale, second by van Lieshout. Motion carried. 

 

District 1: Sassaman reported that the mailing for District #1 went out in January. Three separate letters were 

mailed: one to existing landowners with property in the district, another to landowners who acquired property 

within the district to ascertain if they wanted to keep the property in the district, and a third one to property 

owners with lands that appear to eligible for inclusion in the district. Enrollment forms and information on the 

NYS Ag Districts program was sent along with the second and third letters. 

 

Open Enrollment:  The board reviewed eight new applications. Sassaman noted that one of the Collins’ listed 

parcels could not be added at this time since the 2017 tax rolls do not show they own the property. Sassaman 

will contact them and ask them to provide proof of ownership or get the listed landowner to submit an 

application for the parcel. Motion to approve the eight applications with the exception of the one Collins 

parcel made by Broccoli, second by Gale. Motion carried. 

 

The Rusev application that was reviewed at the December meeting and tabled pending further information was 

discussed. Rusev was sent a letter asking for clarification regarding his proposed Christmas tree operation. 

Rusev responded to the letter and the board determined that he satisfactorily answered their questions. Motion 

to approve the Rusev application made by Gale and seconded by van Lieshout. Motion carried. 

 

The Tabor application which was also reviewed at the December meeting and tabled pending further 

information was discussed. Sassaman provided letters he received from the Town of Kirkland Codes 

Enforcement Officer and several adjacent residents, many of whom were in attendance at today’s meeting. 

Tabor was sent a letter asking for clarification on the nature of his agricultural operation. The board determined 

not to approve this application at this time for several reasons including: he did not respond to the letter, there 

was no evidence of agricultural activity taking place on the property, and there was some question as to whether 

Tabor was the actual owner of the property. Motion made to table the application until the date of the public 

hearing and to notify the town of the date of the public hearing so that the adjacent landowners, the town, & 

Tabor are made aware of the hearing. A decision on the application will be made at the public hearing. Motion 

made by Gale and seconded by van Lieshout. 
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Farmland Protection Plan Update: Manning provided the board with a summary of the final draft version of 

the proposed County Farmland Protection Plan including a discussion of the priority areas and the Action Plan 

component of the plan. It was noted that the Farmland Protection Board is identified as leading many of those 

efforts, including the bi-annual review of the plan. It was also noted that in order for many of the Action Items 

to be implemented money will be needed for staff (primarily Cooperative Extension & County Planning) time 

and resources. Broccoli noted that once the board approves the plan the next step is adoption by the Board of 

Legislators. The plan is scheduled to be on the BOL docket for their April 12, 2017 meeting. At that time a 

public hearing will be scheduled. After the hearing the BOL will submit the plan to the NYS Department of 

Agriculture and Markets for approval, which will be the end of June. Motion to approve the updated draft 

Oneida County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan made by Paul Snider, motion seconded by 

Gale. Motion carried, van Lieshout abstained. 

  

PDR Update: Broccoli noted that the Wightman’s application for the state’s Purchase of Development Rights 

program was again rejected by NYS Ag & Markets. Broccoli requested that Cosgrove ask his brother who has 

experience with the PDR program to review the application for his feedback. The indication was that it was not 

a very strong application and that perhaps the New York Agricultural Land Trust (NYALT) be contacted to 

determine whether or not they would be willing to submit future applications and hold & maintain the 

easements for the PDRs. 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:41 P.M. 


