
What is an invasive species and how does it affect me? 
 
An invasive species is a plant, animal, or pathogen that is introduced to an area where it causes 
damage to its environment. Some examples of this include Giant Hogweed, Wild Parsnip, 
Swallow-wort, Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia, and Round Goby. Invasive species can be bad for 
the environment and in turn bad for the people in the area that they are invading.  
 
Invasive species can outgrow and push out native species. This could be in the form of an 
invasive plant taking nutrient rich soil and available sunlight to some invasive animals 
competing for prey that native animals rely on. This in turn has the potential to affect our 
wellbeing and livelihood. For example if sport fish die due to less food or a new disease, fishing 
charters will have less success in taking people on trips. This can hurt their business and 
livelihood. Also for people who enjoy hiking, there could be an increased potential for injury 
due to either some invasive plants overgrowing trails or even some plants being able to cause 
injury if touched.  
 
So what can we do? There are groups out there that are trying to help track down these 
invasive species and help slow down how far and fast they are spreading. One such group is the 
St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management, or 
SLELO-PRISM. Currently they have a survey designed to try and help find out how these invasive 
species affect the people of the SLELO region. This survey can paint a better picture at how 
damaging these invasives are to the people of our region. For more information contact Tim 
Ives at 315-788-8450 or find the survey on the CCE Jefferson website at www.ccejefferson.org.   
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