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Chemung & Tioga Counties 

July 2017 

  

News From CCE  

By Margaret Ball, CCE Tioga 

Where’s the summer going?? It hasn’t been long since the redbud by my 
office window showed the first hint of pink blossoms. Now it’s fully leafed 
out, strawberries have come and blueberries are on the way. We are busily 
getting ready for summer events, including Sundaes on the Farm July 30th, 
and both the Chemung and Tioga County Fairs August 2nd – 5th. 

We’re excited to launch four new “sections” of the Farm & Garden 
newsletter! Look out for Horticulture, Homesteading, Ag Production & 
Management, and Ag Economics & Marketing each month. Also find 
contact information for the Chemung and Tioga Agriculture & Horticulture 
Specialists below. 

 As always, please contact us anytime with questions, comments or ideas. 

Margaret Ball, CCE Tioga Ag Development Specialist, 
mgb225@cornell.edu 

Barb Neal, CCE Tioga Horticulture Educator, ban1@cornell.edu 

Jingjing Yin, CCE Chemung Horticulture Educator, jy578@cornell.edu 

Shona Ort, CCE Chemung Ag Development Specialist, sbo6@cornell.edu 

 Inside this issue: 

 Gardening Articles—pages 
2 through 5 

 Bloodnick Farm—pages 6 
and 7 

 Homesteading Article—
pages 8 and 9 

 Agriculture Production and 
Management Articles—
pages 10 and 11 

 Agriculture Economics and 
Marketing—pages 12 and 
13 

 Interesting workshops 

 And more! 

FARM & GARDEN  
 

NEWS AND NOTES FOR FARMERS & GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

Pasture Walks  

Join Cornell Cooperative Extension for two local pasture walks this summer. Both walks will take place from 6:00 - 8:00pm at 
the locations below. Light refreshments will be served.  

July 11th: Plant Identification Pasture Walk at Twin Brook Farm  

Marvin and Mildred Moyer have raised livestock organically at Twin Brook Farm for decades. Come learn about: · Grazing 
beef cattle, chicken, pigs, sheep & more · Pasture plant identification · Managing wanted/unwanted plants in the pasture    
Twin Brook Farm   304 Lainhart Road Owego, NY 13827  

 

August 29th: Pasture Walk at Red House Ranch  

Hear Ike and Dave Mallula’s story, and learn how they produce 
food their grandparents would recognize with new and im-
proved techniques such as: · Pastured chickens in chicken trac-
tors · Silvopastured pigs to utilize forest areas · Mob grazed 
beef cattle Fay Benson will talk about getting the most out of 
grazing and Whole Farm Revenue Protection.. Red House 
Ranch 953 Rumsey Hill Road Van Etten, NY 14889 

mailto:mgb225@cornell.edu
mailto:ban1@cornell.edu
mailto:jy578@cornell.edu
mailto:sbo6@cornell.edu


Page 2 

 

Garden and Farming Workshops in Tioga County.  All classes held at 56 Main Street in Owego 

unless otherwise noted. 

 
Herb Walk  Wednesday, July 5th, 10 am to 11 am  Join 
us as Master Gardeners give an herb walk through their 
beautifully maintained, and extensive, herb garden.  Learn 
how to grow and use herbs, and if you have a favorite herb 
recipe or technique for growing, come and share it with us!  
There will be an herb walk on the first Wednesday of each 
month for July, August and September. 

Sundaes at the Farm will be held at Tr i-Kay Farms, 503 
West Creek Rd, Owego NY on Sunday, July 30th, 2017 
from 11am-2pm. Visit a local dairy farm and enjoy free 
ice cream with local toppings, giveaways, kid-friendly activ-
ities, live music and more! Watch for updates on https://
www.facebook.com/SundaesAtTheFarm/  

Learn to Grow your own Food!  Seed To Supper  Classes 
are continuing all throughout Tioga County.  Call Barb Neal 
at 607-687-4020 to find a class near you.   

 

 
 
 

Getting Started with Chickens Class offered by CCE Chemung in July-If you would like to learn more about get-
ting started with chickens, please join us on July 7, 2017 from 6-8pm at the Chemung County Fairground in the 4-H 
Building. We will be going over the basics of raising chickens for both eggs and meat. Topics covered in this work-
shop will include zoning restrictions, breeds, chick care, housing, nutrition, pasture management, health, predator con-
trol, egg grading, slaughtering requirements, marketing, and more. Cost to attend is $5 per person. Pre-registration 
with payment is required by 7/5/2017. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Shona Ort at 607-734-
4453 ext. 227 or sbo6@cornell.edu. To register please visit https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/
GettingStartedWithChickens_207.  
 
Workshop: Weed Identification and Management 

July 19, 2017; 6:30 – 7:30 PM. Join Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Chemung County to learn identification strategies and management tactics to 
help control weeds in your landscapes. 

Speaker: Linda Svoboda, Horticulture Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Broome County 

Place: Steele Memorial Library (IT room), 101 E Church Street, Elmira, NY 

Workshop fee: Free, but a $3 suggested donation helps support our Horticulture 
program. 

Registration is required. Please contact Chemung CCE at 607-734-4453, or 
jy578@cornell.edu. 

Garden and Farming Workshops in Chemung County 

https://www.facebook.com/SundaesAtTheFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/SundaesAtTheFarm/
file:///C:/Users/Barb/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/LHTU5V1X/sbo6@cornell.edu
http://ccetompkins.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a11863856c290452ebf0a54&id=ce3f3f71c0&e=e1c0a24bc7
http://ccetompkins.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a11863856c290452ebf0a54&id=ce3f3f71c0&e=e1c0a24bc7
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For more specific information about the Chemung 
County Master Gardener program, please contact 
Jingjing Yin at 607-734-4453 or jy578@cornell.edu. 

For more information about the Tioga County 
Master Gardener program, please contact Barb 
Neal at 607-687-4020 or ban1@cornell.edu.   

 
 

Preventing crows from eating your corn 

Steve Monroe, Chemung County Master Gardener 

I was asked by a lady via Chemung County Master 
Gardener Hotline about How to keep crows from eat-
ing her corn.  She told me that when the corn got 
about 2-3 inches high, the crows always pulled it up, 
ate the seed, and left the green top part laying there.  
She was wondering if there was any way to prevent 
this from happening? 

I have grown corn in a garden for many years in 
Caton, and have faced this problem myself many 
times.  In fact, I have found that robins will also do the 
same thing.  Once the birds realize there is a nutritious 
treat to be had by this behavior they will, as sadly you 
may also have observed, consume an entire planting in 
the day or two it takes for the seedlings to emerge. 

I have tried artificial deterrents such as compact disks 
hung by strings, plastic owls on fence posts and Liq-
uid Fence (a spray made from horrendous smelling 
ingredients, including rotten eggs and garlic).  None 
are really very effective, and the liquid fence will 
quickly alienate the neighbors if applied injudicious-
ly.  

In my experience thus far, there are two things which 
are effective with this problem.  The best is to cover 
the rows with plastic bird mesh, propped up on short 
stakes, allowing the corn sufficient time to get estab-
lished.  I've found that once the emerging corn is 4-6" 
high, it is safe to remove the netting, as the seed kernel 
has been absorbed and plants are large enough that the 
birds loose interest.  Initially there is an additional ad-
dition cost, not to mention the extra labor, but the net-
ting can be reused for at least a couple of years and is 
highly effective in thwarting the birds. 

However, it's only practical on a garden scale.  

The other tactic is to start your seed in deep celled 
trays.  This offers two advantages.  The first is that the 
seedlings can develop enough that the birds won't 
bother with them, and the other is that one can get an 
extra early start on the growing season. There is, how-

ever, a downside to this method.  Transplanting corn is 
tricky.  It does not like its roots messed with.  In my 
experience this will work OK, with large enough cells 
for the roots to develop unharmed, and properly tim-
ing the transplanting so the seedlings are large enough 
to defeat the birds but not so large that the roots are 
over developed.  The other factor is not starting too 
early, so as to time a safe transplant, which is to say, 
after the last frost when the soil has sufficiently 
warmed, and with the roots not overly developed.  
Again this is only practical in a garden setting. 

Introduction to plant identification in a series of 
online non-credit courses is being offer ed by NC 
State University Department of Horticultural Science 
and partner Longwood Gardens. Photo stories, video 
presentations, online fact pages, an e-book, flash-cards, 
vocabulary games, mystery plants and beautiful images 
are provided to teach you the key identifying character-
istics of featured plants. These courses include some 
favorites as well as a few introductions from the re-
search and breeding programs at Longwood Gardens 
and NC State University. 

Each fully online courses lasts for six weeks and allows 
you access to password protected resources for 6 
months. More information and Registration: https://
horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-
courses/online-non-credit-courses/  

 

mailto:jy578@cornell.edu
mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=MG%20Training
https://horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-courses/online-non-credit-courses/
https://horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-courses/online-non-credit-courses/
https://horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-courses/online-non-credit-courses/


 

 

Green Sunburns 

By Paul Hetzler, CCE St. Lawrence  

Even if you have a green thumb you might still end up with 
green shoulders. In the right context that makes more sense. 
Tomatoes, whether on the vine or windowsill, which are 
exposed to intense prolonged sunlight do not mature 
properly. No matter how long they are left in the sun to 
ripen they will always have “green shoulders,” areas near 
the top that fail to turn red. 

Experienced gardeners know this, and do what they can to 
keep developing tomatoes partially covered. But this year, 
some common foliar diseases were much worse than usual 
and most tomato plants lost a good deal of their foliage, 
leaving fruit at the mercy of UV radiation. (note:  this was 
published by Paul Hetzler in 2016, but worthy of a reprint.) 

Plants such as lettuce and chard can get by even if they’re 
50% shaded, but to be successful, a tomato plant requires 
full sun—eight hours a day at minimum—to be happy. This 
is for the benefit of the plant, though, not the actual toma-
toes.  

Leaves are solar panels that make sugar, the life-blood of 
plants, which use it to build everything from stems to flow-
ers and fruit. Tomato plants need loads of light to crank out 
those luscious “love apples,” as they were called by six-
teenth-century Europeans (who assumed they were poison 
and grew them as an ornamental for a century or so).   

John Denver sang that sunshine on his shoulders made him 
happy, which has not exactly been my experience. Sun-
shine in general does make me happy, but if it lands on my 
shoulders for longer than about three seconds it makes me 
sunburned, even with lotion on. (In that regard, being of 
German and Irish extraction may render me one step re-
moved from vampirism.)  

I have to wonder if the observation that light-skinned peo-
ple turn red when exposed to the sun is what makes a lot of 
folks assume light-skinned unripe tomatoes also need a 
good sunburn to redden up. Whatever the reason, it’s a 
common belief that tomatoes ripen better in the kitchen 
window than in a dark place.  

The red color is due to several compounds, most notably 
lycopene. Many people believe it has significant health 
benefits, and it’s widely available as a supplement. Some of 
these claims are unproven, but the Mayo Clinic states “A 
number of studies suggest that lycopene may have antioxi-
dant benefits. These effects are believed to help prevent 
asthma caused by exercise, although the method is still un-
clear. Early studies also report that tomato-rich diets may 
benefit people with asthma.”  

Here’s why tomato sunburns are green: As the tomato ma-
tures, chemical signals induce chlorophyll to start breaking 
down. This in turn triggers lycopene production, which is 
localized, not systemic through the fruit. However, intense 
sunlight can override the mechanism that leads to chloro-
phyll breakdown, and little or no lycopene is made in those 
areas.  

There are other reasons for keeping tomatoes off the win-
dowsill. Light reduces the nutritional value of foods. Many 

vitamins, including A, B12, D, K, E, Folic Acid, Pyridox-
ine and Riboflavin deteriorate when exposed to light. Ami-
no acids are also light-sensitive. The amount of damage 
varies depending on light intensity and length of exposure. 

Unripe tomatoes of mature size can be brought indoors, 
wrapped individually in newspaper and spread out on a tray 
to ripen. Temperatures between 50 and 70F are best. Peek 
at them every 5-7 days to get the ripe ones and weed out 
any that develop bad spots. That way you’ll have tomatoes 
well into the fall, and none of them will give you the green 
shoulder.  

Keeping an Eye out for Late Blight 

Do you love the taste of your own homegrown toma-
toes or potatoes?  Then you will want to be aware of 
the dreaded disease—late blight.  Late blight, if not 
treated proactively, can wipe out your tomato and po-
tato harvest. 

Fortunately, Horticulture Educators Barb Neal and 
Jingjing Yin are tracking the spread of late blight for 
you.  We will let you know when and if it is time to 
spray to protect your plants.  Given the amount of rain 
that we have had thus far, we think late blight will be 
rearing its ugly head sooner rather than later this sea-
son. 

Late blight was just confirmed in southern Ontar-
io, Canada, near Michigan.  Growers in western 
NY are asked to start scouting for the disease.  If the 
disease is identified near our counties, we will let you 
know via our websites and other media. 

If you want to be safe rather than sorry, plan on start-
ing your preventative sprays within the next week or 
so.  Copper fungicide is an approved organic treat-
ment for late blight.  So check on your supplies of 
product and sprayer this week and check in regularly 
to see if it is time to spray.   

Late blight updates:  http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/
gardening/pests-ipm/late-blight-update.  This 
webpage is updated weekly, typically Thursdays. 

http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/gardening/pests-ipm/late-blight-update
http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/gardening/pests-ipm/late-blight-update


 

 

Comfrey for Compost 

Brandy Kreisler, Chemung County Master Gar-
dener 

The reputation of common comfrey (Symphytum 
officinale) as a useful plant in the garden has ex-
perienced many ups and downs.  At one time 
comfrey, with folk names such as “knitbone” and 
“woundwart” was considered a panacea for all 
that ails a body, and many folk remedies recom-
mended the use of the roots, leaves, and flowers 
in teas and topical applications for injury. Today, 
the internal use of comfrey is banned in the Unit-
ed States and many other countries due to the 
adverse effects of ingesting pyrrolizidine alka-
loids, an active ingredient in comfrey.  

Knowing this, why would anyone still want to 
grow comfrey?  The answer is that comfrey is a 
prodigious producer of nutrients for other plants. 
Comfrey leaves make excellent compost, and 
because comfrey is a dynamic accumulator, this 
plant is able to access soil nutrition that is other-
wise unavailable in your garden. 

Dynamic accumulators are plants that have deep 
tap roots that access lower layers of soil that other 
plants cannot reach.  These plants can store this 
nutrition in the leaves, and when these leaves are 
composted, these nutrients are released to be used 
as a topsoil amendment.  Comfrey leaves are high 
in all macronutrients (nitrogen, phosphorous, po-
tassium, calcium, and magnesium), and they 
break down quickly, so they work well in the 
compost bin or as a form of “green mulch” that 
composts rapidly in place. 

Comfrey is also a vigorous plant that can be cut 
back dramatically several times a year, which 
means it produces composting material on a regu-
lar basis.  Because comfrey is so resilient, and 
difficult to get rid of once established, it should 
be planted with some thought.  Common comfrey 
can reseed itself readily, but there are some sterile 
strains of comfrey (Russian Bocking #4 and Rus-
sian Bocking #14) that are only propagated by 
root cuttings. However, the sterile strains can also 
be considered invasive due to their ability to 
propagate through the smallest of root cuttings.  
It is for this reason that comfrey should be plant-
ed in a permanent location. 

I hope to see comfrey’s reputation rise again as a 

beneficial plant in everyone’s gardens.  While it 

may no longer be used medicinally, it has an im-

portant place in the nutrient cycle your plants, no 

matter what you raise.  Comfrey is easy to grow 

and easy to compost, and can thus provide a great 

deal of your garden’s nutritional needs while re-

quiring very little care from you in return.  

 

Owego, NY*  

Tuesdays & Fridays - 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Rite Aid Parking Lot, Main Street & Central  Ave  

June 13 to October 31 

John Purdy 607-642-8439  
 bradenson@msn.com  

 

Candor, NY  

Thursdays - 3:30 to 6:30 PM 

Candor Town Hall, Route 96 

June 1 to September 14 

Carol Murphree   carol.murphree@gmail.com 

 

Owego, NY*  

Thursdays - 4:00 to 7:00 PM 

Farm to Fork Market on Front Street 

June 15 to October 5  

Teri Bishop 607-972-7553  teri.bishop4@gmail.com  

 

    Spencer, NY* 

     Saturdays - 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

    Nicholas Park on Route 34, Spencer 

     June 3 to September 30,  rain or shine 

     Terry Carling 607-589-7367  ttlc56@yahoo.com  

 

    Richford, NY 

     Saturdays - 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

    Town Barn Road, Richford 

     June 10 to September 9 

     Doris Caskey 607-280-1262  richfordmar ket@gmail.com  



 

 



 

 



 

 

If you are like me, you enjoy building farm stuff.  Right now, I am building a small sheep run-in shed for my small flock.  It 
takes some head scratching to figure out height, size, do a materials take off, and so on.   

If you would rather just follow a plan, I have found a great resource for you.  North Dakota State University has collected 
hundreds of farm and homestead building plans—from horse barns to poultry layer coops—all on one convenient website.  
Go to https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/extension-aben/buildingplans for a list of the building plans they have available.  They are 
all downloadable, but they are also available for $4 per sheet for a larger copy (18” by 24”). 

Some of the plans are old—I found several hand drawn plans from the 1920s—but I am sure they would still be a useful 

resource for the homestead farmer. So if you are looking for plans for a root cellar, a solar dryer, a calf pen, or even a horse 
barn, check out this great resource! 

Plans for a 
layer chicken 
coop  

Check out these two great workshops for homestead farmers! 

 

Celebrating Common Ground: Discovering Weeds, Soil Health, and Diversity at the Incubator Farm 

August 5, 2017, 3:00 pm – 5:30 pm  Groundswell Incubator Farm, 100 Rachel Carson Way, Ithaca, NY 

Join Groundswell in the cultural exchange of soil and science, weeds, and words at the Groundswell Incubator Farm. Learn 
from Sandra Wayman; Cornell Research Technician, Fay Benson CCE Small Farms Program, with the soil health mobile 
trailer and the Incubator Farmers in a unique opportunity to learn hands – on breaking 
through cultural and language barriers. There will be a Karen language translator on 
request. 

Register for this event through NOFA here.  This event is produced by NOFA-NY 
and Groundswell with support from the USDA-Risk Management Agency. 

Equipment Tutorial for Small Farms 

September 13 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Remembrance Farm 6294 Searsburg Rd Trumansburg, NY 14886   $15  

Are you a new or growing farm looking to purchase equipment that’s right for you both financially and logistically? Making 
mechanized equipment purchases can be a daunting task! Join us for a hands-on evening to look at and learn about various 
different types of equipment to determine what will be appropriate for the size and needs of your operation. In partnership 
with NOFA-NY Field Days and taught by experienced farmers and a mechanic, this Field Day will help you consider buying 
new or used, parts and maintenance, size and condition, and some of the precautions needed to make realistic choices. This 
just might be the risk management tool that will make your next investment a success! 

Register for this event through NOFA at https://www.nofany.org/events-news/events/2017-on-farm-field-days 

This event is produced by NOFA-NY and Groundswell with support from the USDA-Risk Management Agency  

https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/extension-aben/buildingplans
http://www.cvent.com/events/2017-field-days/event-summary-f1a5717269c346c794fd2bd8517e1c6f.aspx
https://www.nofany.org/events-news/events/2017-on-farm-field-days
https://www.rma.usda.gov/


 

 

 



 

 

Pasture Management 101: Preventing 
Weeds Through Pasture Management 
 
By Jennifer Fimbel, Agricultural Senior Resource Educator, CCE 
Dutchess County, last updated March 5, 2015.  

 
One of the most commonly asked question asked by horse 
and livestock managers is how to prevent weeds in pastures 
and many of my clientele, for various reasons, are unwilling 
to use any herbicides on their grazing areas. The simple an-
swer is management; the complex answer is implementing a 
grazing strategy. Ask any farmer that’s a little longer in the 
tooth about weed management in pastures and they will tell 
you to mow the fields 3-4 times throughout the growing sea-

son. Ask them when and they’ll respond with, “Mow when 
there’s nothing else to do”. 
 
Pasture is a crop; like corn, oats, wheat and soybeans and it 
needs to be treated as a crop. A pasture provides nutrition and 
forage, as well as enough space to support the livestock graz-
ing on it and the manure they leave behind. Quality pasture 
management and weed prevention will provide more nutri-
tion for the grazing animals and will improve the surrounding 
water quality better than poor quality or over grazed pastures. 
Everyone benefits when pastures are well managed. Pastures 
act as filter strips to prevent excess nitrates, phosphorous and 
pathogens from entering water supplies. Managed pasture 
land will also reduce erosion into waterways by holding the 
soil in place rather than allowing it to wash away. 
 
Evaluating the amount of pasture needed by an operation is 
fundamental in preventing overgrazing, for providing ideal 
nutrition and inhibiting weed development. Pasture size 
should relate to the pounds of animals (not numbers) ex-
pected to be grazing in the field. Enough room should be set 
aside to allow for rotation of fields. Generally, it is recom-
mended (depending on the weather, health and type of the 
soils and pasture) that 500 – 1000 pounds of grazing animal 
can be maintained per acre. Pastures lower in quality, on poor 
soils, overgrazed and uncooperative weather patterns will 
result in greater acreage needed per pound of grazing ani-
mals. 

 
Horses and livestock that are lactating, growing or marketed 
as grass-fed will need higher quality pastures to provide opti-
mum nutrition (16-20% protein) than those on a maintenance 
diet. Pleasure horses, for example, need forages that provide 
only 10-12% protein. Knowing the type of stock and at what 
stage of growth or maintenance they are in will play a part in 
pasture planting, rotation and mowing. So it should now 
make sense that grass-fed marketed livestock will need high-
er percentage forages, a larger land base to graze (and rotate) 
and breed selection to finish well on pasture (Heritage and 
British influenced). 
 
Pastures that are managed with rotation from grazed, to 
mowed, to rest, will ultimately produce more forage per acre 
and fewer weeds. Even pastures that have been overgrazed 
will return to optimum growth if managed properly. Pastures 
should be scouted for weed development just like any other 
crop and action taken when it is most economically viable. 
Mowing pastures during planting time just won’t work, but 
planning to mow pastures should be set into the regular sea-
son just as planting and harvesting is scheduled in to the 
work schedule. If you are growing a grass hay crop, you 
know how important pH and fertilization is, a pasture is no 
different and must be considered when spring and summer 
applications are made. 

 
 
 
 
Those Pesky Pasture Flies! Take the 
Integrated Approach to Control 
 
By Nancy Glazier, Small Farms, Northwest New York Dairy, Livestock 
& Field Crops, June 27, 2013. 

 
They can cause stresses on animals; they reduce grazing time 
which in turn reduces production. These reductions can be 
seasonal, or with young stock, cumulative. With current input 
and output (meat and milk) prices heading up, this season 
will be even more critical to manage pests. 
 
The focus of this article will be the "Big Three": face fly, 
horn fly and stable fly. They each have their own feeding 



 

 

areas on livestock, but have similar life cycles. They all have 
complete metamorphosis, which means they lay eggs that 
hatch into larvae, then pupate and emerge as adults. Critical 
for control is identification, habitat management, monitoring 
and assessment. 
 
The face fly was native to Europe and was 
first found in Nova Scotia around 1950. It 
spread to 26 states by 1960 and is now 
found in most of the US. The fly resembles 
the house fly, but is about 20% larger. It is 
a non-biting fly where the female feeds on 
proteins around the face; they hang out 
near the eyes, muzzle and mouth. They can 
serve as vectors for diseases such as pink 
eye. Also, they can congregate around 
wounds and feed on blood. Males general-
ly feed on nectar and hang out on fence 
posts or branches to wait for the females as they move about. 
After mating, the female lays her eggs (up to 600) on very 
fresh manure. The time from egg to adult is 2-3 weeks, de-
pending on temperatures. 

 
The horn fly is about half the 
size of the face fly. It also 
came from Europe, being 
first observed in the US in 
1887 and is now generally 
distributed. Both males and 
female horn flies feed by 
biting and take up to 20 
blood meals a day. They will 

congregate on backs and shoulders of livestock. The female 
will lay 200-400 eggs in her life on fresh, undisturbed manure. 
 
The stable fly is another biting fly found worldwide. It is dark 
gray and slightly smaller than the house fly. This species is 

seen on the legs of livestock; 
when they congregate on 
animals, they stomp their 
feet to try to dislodge them. 
The female is less specific 
where she lays her eggs (200
-400). Eggs may be laid on 
moist organic matter such as 
manure, spilled feeds, silage, 
grass clippings, and vegeta-

tion on edges of ponds and lakes. This fly can travel up to 20 
miles on storms! They are the ones that stop by and take a bite 
on your ankles when you're out in the yard. 
 
So once you've figured out the species, you'll need to get a 
count of the numbers present. This takes some time out on 
pastures with the livestock. A good representation is needed, 
the more animals the better, with a minimum of 5 to 10; 15 is 
better. You need to get close enough to count, so move slow-
ly. And I suggest not doing this when you move fence unless 
you give the livestock time to move and settle in to the new 
paddock. Sample on a weekly basis at roughly the same time 
and write down what you see. A pocket pad works well. 
 
Thresholds: 
Face fly - 10 flies/face.  

Horn fly - about 50 flies per side for dairy, about 100 flies per 
side for beef. 
Stable fly - 10 flies/4 legs of the animal.  
 
Control can involve cultural, mechanical, biological and 
chemical; some years it may take a combination of methods. 
Habitat management is a critical step in breaking the life cycle 
and proliferation. When a female lays 400 eggs over the 
course of 3-4 weeks, populations can explode if not con-
trolled. Keep feeds dry, clean up spills, move outside feeding 
areas if possible. On pastures, some producers utilize pasture 
chains or drags to disperse manure pats so they dry out more 
quickly. Check to see if you have ground beetles and dung 
beetles cleaning up those manure pats. This isn't very pleasant, 
but it helps with management.  
 
Various traps are on the market. These are a mechanical 
means to capture the flies. Some are for livestock to walk 
through and flies get trapped in screens, some employ sticky 
surfaces, while others use attractants.  
 
Birds (even poultry), bugs, spiders, mites, and diseases can 
help control populations. Some producers purchase parasitoid 
wasps to release during fly season. These wasps lay eggs on 
larvae; their eggs hatch and the larvae burrow into the mag-
gots and kill them.  
 
The more traditional approach is chemical: sprays, rubs, dust-
ers, etc. If you use chemical control options, some can kill 
beneficial insects as well.  
 
This is an overview of the 3 flies and a short look at control. 
An excellent resource for more information is, Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) Guide for Organic Dairies from NYS IPM 
program. It can be downloaded at: http://
www.nysipm.cornell.edu/organic_guide/dairy.pdf. Conven-
tional and beef operations could benefit from this as well.  
 
Thanks to Keith Waldron, NYS IPM, for sharing information 
on this subject with me to write this article. 
 

 



 

 

Here are some excerpts from the May 2017 issue of “Smart 
Marketing”, a newsletter from Cornell’s Dyson School of 
Applied Economics and Management. The entire article, as 
well as past articles, are available at http://
dyson.cornell.edu/outreach/smart-marketing-newsletter . 

The article provides solid numbers about direct marketed 
farm sales nationwide, breaking them down by product, by 
state, by marketing channel and by size of operation. Did you 
know that on-farm stands generate over 40% of direct-to-
consumer farm sales? See what else you can learn! --
Margaret 

 

USDA’s Local Food Marketing Practic-
es Survey: What Can We Learn? 
Kristen Park, Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management, 
Cornell University, May 2017 

The 2014 Farm Bill directed the United States Department of 
Agriculture to survey the efforts of farmers who produce and 
sell product directly to consumers, retailers, and institutions.  
Surveys were completed in 2015 and the USDA released 
their report in December 2016.  
  
The report indicates that more than 167,000 U.S. farms pro-
duced and sold products using direct marketing practices.  
Direct marketed sales from these farms totaled $8.7 billion.  
Foodstuffs sold included fruits and vegetables, protein, dairy, 
and value-added products.    
  
To put these numbers into greater context, in 2014 (the latest 
year these numbers are available), the USDA reported con-
sumers spent $1.6 trillion on all food and beverages, includ-
ing food purchased for home consumption as well as for 
away from home consumption. Direct marketed sales are 
approximately one-half of one percent of total consumer dol-
lars spent on food and beverages.   
  
Regardless of the fact that direct sales are a fraction of the 
total food sales, $8.7 billion creates jobs and investments and 
helps fill a demand for locally-produced food.  […] 
  

 

 

The greatest portion of direct-marketed sales, 38.7%, went to 
intermediaries and institutions that market and sell locally-
branded products (figure 1). These intermediaries and institu-
tions are wholesalers and hubs that may aggregate, market, 
and distribute locally-branded products. Another third (35%) 
were sold directly to consumers and the remainder, while 
26.7% were sold to retailers, which includes grocery and 
restaurant retailers.   

These results varied by region, however, where direct-to-
consumers generated the most sales in the Northeast. […] 

 

Of those farms selling directly to consumers, on-site farm 
stands generated more sales (43.7%) than other venues or 
practices.  Farmers markets generated roughly one-quarter of 
total sales (figure 2). Community Supported Agriculture, or 
CSAs, contributed only 7.5% of the total direct marketing 
sales. CSA sales are not for every farm, but for those farms 
who do sell CSA shares, these shares contribute a sizeable 
portion, 26.2%, of their income. 

 

Farms selling food directly to institutions and intermediates, 
such as wholesalers or food hubs who locally-branded the 
product, brought in the most revenue at $3.4 billion. Approx-
imately 115,000 operations with direct-to-consumer sales, 
e.g. on-farm stores, U-pick, farmers markets, etc. had total 
sales of $3 billion. Sales directly to retailers were $2.3 billion 
from over 23,000 operations nationwide.  

Most respondents, 59%, had direct marketed sales of less  

http://dyson.cornell.edu/outreach/smart-marketing-newsletter
http://dyson.cornell.edu/outreach/smart-marketing-newsletter


 

 

Text NYTIOGA to FSANOW  (372-669) to 
receive important text alerts. No more than 2 
a month will be sent.  You may unsubscribe 
at any time. 
 

than $10,000 per farm, and only 16.3% of respondents gener-
ated direct marketed sales over $50,000 (figure 3). Not report-
ed are sales that are not direct marketed. […] 

 

The Local Food Marketing Practices Survey was conducted in 
cooperation with USDA’s Know Your Farmer, Know Your 
Food (KYF2) Initiative. You can find local and regional sup-
ply chain resources on the KYF2 website and use the KYF2 
Compass to locate USDA investments in your community.   

For additional survey results, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov/
Publications/Local_Food/index.php or the Quick Stats data-

base at https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov.   

 

 

Updates from Farm 
Service Agency 

 

Acreage Reporting  (July 17 deadline) 

Filing an accurate crop and acreage report at your local 
FSA office can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of 
programs. Failed acreage is acreage that was timely planted 
with the intent to harvest, but because of disaster related 
conditions, the crop failed before it could be brought to 
harvest. Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify 
FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County 
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first 
becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by 
filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who noti-
fy the County Office by any method other than by filing the 
CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to 
plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting.  Prevented planting must be reported no later than 
15 days after the final planting date. The final planting date 
for corn and soybean is June 10th.  Documentation will be 
required to file a prevented planting claim.   
 

Annual acreage reports are required for most Farm Service 
Agency programs. To be eligible for the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program 
or a Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) or Loan Deficiency 
Payment (LDP), producers must submit an acreage report 
to account for all cropland on all farms. 
 

The following acreage reporting dates are: 

July 17, 2017:              corn, soybeans and most 
other crops 
November 15, 2017:    fall perennial pasture, 
hay and fall grains like rye and wheat 
 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage re-
porting dates: 

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage re-
porting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 
 

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be re-
ported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the county office. 

 

If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use 
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or 
“seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 
 

The Time Has Come for the 2017 FSA County Commit-
tee Elections 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL 
farmers. It is crucial that every eligible producer participate 
in these elections because County committee members are 
a critical component of the operations of FSA. The Com-
mittee helps deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. 
Farmers who serve on county committees help with the 
decisions necessary to administer the programs in their 
counties. The Towns of Candor, Spencer, and Barton are in 
the Local Administrative Area and are eligible.   The Nom-
ination Period begins June 15th.  If you are interested, or 
know of a candidate you would like to recommend be sure 
to contact the office by August 3rd!   

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Local_Food/index.php
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Local_Food/index.php
https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov


 

 

News, Notes and Workshops for Tioga 
and Chemung County Farmers  
and Gardeners 
 
 
Scything: Make a Scythe and Learn to Mow! 

Saturday, July 8th, 9:00AM - 2:00PM 

Groundswell's Incubator Farm, Ithaca, $150 [includes ma-
terial costs] 

Make your own adjustable Austrian-style scythe to take 
home, and practice proper techniques for mowing and 
scythe care!  Click on the following line to register: 

Registration Deadline: June 10th 
 
 
 
Backyard Grape Growing – Wed. July 19th 2017, 6 – 
8pm 

Please Join Gillian Trimber, a viticulture educator with 
Cornell  

Cooperative Extension's Finger Lakes Grape Program and 
learn about choosing a site, selecting varieties to plant, 
dodging diseases, and the principles of balanced pruning 
and crop load. Fee is $20 to attend. Please visit http://
cceschuyler.org/events/2017/07/19/backyard-grape-
growing for required registration and additional infor-
mation. 

Become a Master Forest Owner! 

The Master Forest Owner (MFO) volunteer program con-
tinues to expand and build on its success as a premier peer-
to-peer woodland owner support network. Over the past 
year we have expanded support to volunteers, improved 
monitoring of woodland owner needs and requests, and 
streamlined documentation for impacts.  

MFO volunteers do not offer technical assistance, perform 
management activities, or give professional advice. Rather, 
they meet with owners to listen to their woodland goals, 
concerns and questions; volunteers then offer sources of 
assistance, and encourage them to work with professionals. 
The success of this program is grounded in the power of 
approximately 150 peer woodland counselors.   

Volunteers can be from any background, young or old, res-
ident or absentee, large or small parcels, with varied wood-
land experiences. Candidates receive a bit of forest man-
agement training, but the program is primarily designed to 
help them develop as volunteers for peer-to-peer counsel-
ing to encourage sustainable woodland management.     

The 2017 training will be September 6 – 9 at the Cornell 
University Arnot Teaching and Research Forest in Van 

Etten, NY (www.arnotforest.info). The $125 ($200 per  

couples) fee helps defray the cost of publications, food, and 
equipment for the 4-day training.  Volunteers may stay at 
the Arnot at no additional cost. The training combines 
classroom and outdoor field experiences on a variety of 
woodland management and educational topics.   

If you would like to become a MFO or have questions, 
please call Barb Neal at 607-687-4020. 

 

Summer Bud Grafting  

August 8, 2017, 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM. The Art of Grafting 
Fruit trees, join John Reynolds, the owner of Daring Drake 
Farms, a family-owned orchard with over 125 varieties of 
large and small fruits. John will discuss summer bud graft-
ing, layering, and stool beds. There will be a hands-on 
demonstration on these propagation techniques. You will 
make bud grafts and take two grafted trees home! Work-
shop is held in room Human Service Complex, room 
120,Montour Falls, NY. Fee for the workshop is $20 and 
class limit is 20. Pre-registration is required. Please visit 
http://cceschuyler.org/ for more information and to register. 
If you have any questions please contact Roger 
Ort,rlo28@cornell.edu or call 607-535-7161. 

Cider 101 

August 23, 2017, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

Join Autumn Stoscheck,award winning cider maker from 
Eve’s Cidery, about learning how to make your own cider 
and better understand the process. Cost is $10 and preregis-
tration is required. For more details and to register, please 
visit https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/CCESchuylerCider101_244  

 

The Finger Lakes Permaculture Institute is happy to 
announce the date for this year's Permaculture Week-
end! August 25th - 27th ****SAVE THE DATE***  

The Grassfed Exchange – September 27th to 29th – The 
Desmond Hotel, Albany – Mark your calendar - Early bird 
registration now open! The 2017 Grassfed Exchange, set to be 
held at Albany, New York's award winning Desmond Hotel, 
promises to be an experience you won't want to miss. This 
year's event will feature a lineup of renowned keynote speak-
ers, live cooking demonstrations, interactive farm tours, two 
full days of seminars with exhibitors, and outdoor livestock 
display pens. We invite you to come network and learn from 
some of the industry’s most innovative producers, thought 
leaders, top chefs, and bloggers that have their finger on the 
pulse of what is driving the fastest growing segment in the 
beef industry.  Now more than ever, as grassfed and regenera-
tive agriculture continues to rapidly evolve, it will be crucial 
to stay in-tune to the latest changes and advancements that 
will continue to shape the future of our industry.  Keynote 
speakers include Ray Archuleta of USDA-NRCS’s Soil 
Health Division, David Montgomery, author of the newly re-
leased book “Growing a Revolution: Bringing Our Soil Back 
to Life”, Jeremy Stanton, operator of Fire Roasted Catering, 

http://groundswellcenter.org/event/scything-make-a-scythe-learn-to-mow/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeza_Syj9dunPZW4o3VFvQ_wrZGnFPJ6npXMfRP_gGTBv8S5g/viewform
http://cceschuyler.org/events/2017/07/19/backyard-grape-growing
http://cceschuyler.org/events/2017/07/19/backyard-grape-growing
http://cceschuyler.org/events/2017/07/19/backyard-grape-growing


 

 

and more.  Registration and more information about all the 
speakers is now available at http://grassfedexchange.com  

Announcing the Application Cutoff Dates for the 
Young Forest Initiative to Benefit Native Wildlife in 
New York-Ithaca, N. Y., June 19, 2017 – The Wildlife 
Management Institute, in partnership with the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS), Audubon New York, 
the National Wild Turkey Federation, Quality Deer Manage-
ment Association, and the Ruffed Grouse Society, is offering 
an opportunity for producers in New York State to apply for 
financial assistance to address insufficient young forest habitat 
for targeted wildlife species. This RCPP partnership announc-
es July 21, 2017 as the application cutoff date for the next 
round of funding. All applications are competitive and are 
ranked based on locally identified resource priorities and the 
overall benefit to the environment. Interested landowners 
should contact their local NRCS office for additional infor-
mation and to obtain an application. You can locate your local 
NRCS office by using the web site: http://
offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=NY. 
 
Agricultural Energy Audits Available to New York Farms 
Through NYSERDA. New York farms can cut energy use 
and energy costs with the Agriculture Energy Audit Program. 
Last spring, NYSERDA launched the Agriculture Energy Au-
dit Program . The Program offers farms and on-farm produc-
ers no-cost energy audits.  No up-front costs are required 
form the farmer as NYSERDA pays the consultant direct-
ly.  Three levels of audits are offered.  The level II audit ad-
heres to ANSI/ASABE S612 standards and can be submitted 
with EQIP applications or to other third parties for funding 
consideration. The next EQIP deadline is June 18, 2017. Au-
dits are available on a first-come, first-served basis. The pro-
gram runs through the end of the 2017 or until funds are ex-
pended.  For general information or to request flyers for your 
office call 800-732-1399 or email aeep@nyserda.ny.gov.  To 
discuss the program further or contact the Program Manager, 
Lisa Coven, at extension 839 or lisac@ensave.com.  Applica-
tions available at https://nyserda.seamlessdocs.com/f/
AgAudit Agriculture:  Enroll in the Residential Ag. Electric 
Bill Discount (by Mary Wrege) 

It is time to enroll or re-enroll in the Residential Agricul-
tural Discount program offered through National Grid, 
NYSEG and RG&E. This monthly discount on the electr ic 
bill is possible thanks to funding from the New York Power 
Authority’s (NYPA) ReCharge NY program. You’re eligible 
to receive the discount if you meet the two conditions. The 
first is that you have an active residential electric service ac-
count with National Grid, NYSEG or RG&E billed under the 
following service classifications: National Grid: Rates begin-
ning with Electric SC1 or Electric SC1C; refer to page 2 of 
your bill. NYSEG: 12001, 12008, or 12012 noted after Elec-
tricity Rate on page 3 of your bill. RG&E: PSC 19 SC1 or SC 
4 noted after Electricity Service on page 3 of your bill. 

The second condition is if you have submitted one of the fol-
lowing forms (supporting documentation) with your most re-
cent federal tax return: IRS Schedule F (associated with Form 
1040) - Profit or Loss From Farming or IRS Form 1120, 
1120S or 1065 with an eligible Business Activity code. 

The discount amount will vary each month and will be based 

on how many people participate, the amount of electricity 
used by each participant and available funds from NYPA. The 
discount amount is multiplied by your monthly billed kilowatt
-hours and your discount will appear as a credit in a separate 
line item, “Res agricultural discount,” on your utility bill. 

To apply or re-enroll, just complete a Residential Agricultural 
Discount application and submit it to your utility company 
along with your supporting documentation. For more infor-
mation and the application, contact your utility company. 
Links are provided below: 

·         National Grid:  https://www1.nationalgridus.com/
AgriculturalDiscount-NY-RES?utm_source=PSC%
20article&utm_medium=PSC%
20article&utm_campaign=Residential%20Agricultural%
20Discount 

·         NYSEG:   http://www.nyseg.com/
ResAgriculturalDiscount/ 

·         RG&E:  http://www.rge.com/ResAgriculturalDiscount/ 

 

2017 Census of Agriculture  

Calling all 
farmers and 
ranchers: 
take part in 
the 2017 
Census of 
Agriculture 
to strongly 
represent 
agriculture in your communities and industry. The census, to 
be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all 
U.S. farms, ranches, and those who operate them. Census re-
sults are relied upon heavily by those who serve farmers and 
rural communities, including federal, state and local govern-
ments, agribusinesses, trade associations, extension educators, 
researchers, and farmers and ranchers themselves. Producers 
who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agri-
culture in 2012 still have time to sign up to receive the 2017 
Census of Agriculture report form by visiting 
www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on the 'Make Sure You 
Are Counted' button through June. NASS defines a farm as 
any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products 
were produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, 
during the census year (2017). For more information about the 
2017 Census of Agriculture and to see how census data are 
used, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call (800) 727-9540. 

SNAP for Direct Marketing Farmers and Farmers 
Markets- Learn more through free webinars. USDA 
has continued funding through May 2017 to assist direct mar-
keting farmers and farmers markets join the SNAP program 
by providing free equipment to qualified farmers and farmers 
markets. The National Association of Farmers Market Nutri-
tion Programs (NAFMNP) has created MarketLink, an online 
solution to an expedited application process, nationally nego-
tiated rates for SNAP, debit and credit; as well as state-of-the-
art equipment, an iPhone 6, EMV card reader and blue-tooth 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=NY
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=NY
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Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven 
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Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020. 

 

connected printer. For more information and registration: 
http://www.nyfarmersmarket.com/snap-for-farmers-markets/ 
  

New Video: "Determining the Market Readiness of 
Beef Cattle- Knowing when an animal is ready for 'finish' or 
'slaughter' is extremely important for getting a premium price 
and satisfying the unique needs of your customers. The Cor-
nell Small Farms Program and the Baskets to Pallets project 
are pleased to announce a new educational video for livestock 
producers titled "Determining the Market Readiness of Beef 
Cattle". Mike Baker, Cornell Beef Cattle Extension Specialist, 
takes the viewer on a visual tour of features to assess of both 
finished and unfinished steers and heifers, including beef 
breeds and dairy crosses. The video will be an excellent re-
source for livestock farmers and educators alike.  Special 
thanks to Mike Baker and Lynn Bliven of Allegany County 
Cornell Cooperative Extension.  

 
New Certification for Bee-Friendly Farms 

A new certification program enables agricultural producers 
to let consumers know they are farming in ways that bene-
fit bees. Funded by a grant from the USDA, the Xerces So-

ciety for Invertebrate Conservation partnered with Oregon 
Tilth to develop and launch the Bee Better Certified pro-
gram. Bee Better Certified is working with conservation-
minded farmers to meet a growing interest from consumers 
to know how their food choices impact bees. The program 
focuses on integrating flower-rich habitat on farms in order 
to provide food and nesting sites for native bees, honey 
bees and other pollinators. It also helps farmers reduce or 
eliminate use of pesticides known to cause harm to 
bees. Farmers can learn more about Bee Better here  
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